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The  American  Legion 
And  Auxiliary 
Money  Market 
Account 


An  Investment  in  Your  Future 
and  Legion/ Auxiliary  Programs 


• Federally  Insured  up 
to  $100,000 

• Competitive  Money 
Fund  Rates 

• No  Service  Charge 


• Deposit-by-Mail 
Convenience 

• Easy  Check  Withdrawal 

• Detailed  Monthly 
Statements 


While  you  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  the  Money  Market 
Account  you  also  help  support  American  Legion  and 
Auxiliary  programs  at  no  cost  to  you  the  investor. 


F.D.I.C.  Insured 


No  Service  Charge 

It  only  takes  $1,000  to  open  an  American  Legion  and 
Auxiliary  Money  Market  Account.  As  long  as  the  bal- 
ance does  not  fall  below  $1,000,  there  is  no  service 
charge.  A $10  maintenance  fee  is  assessed  for  any 
month  in  which  the  balance  drops  below  $1,000. 

Deposit  By  Mail 

Handy,  personalized  deposit  slips  will  be  provided 
to  each  investor.  Future  deposits  are  simply  mailed 
in  for  convenience.  A deposit  receipt  will  be  sent  by 
return  mail. 


As  a bank  deposit,  each  individual  account  is  insured 
up  to  $100,000  by  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Cor- 
poration fF.D.  I.  C.).  INB  National  Bank,  One  Indiana 
Square,  Indianapolis,  Indiana  46266,  has  been  care- 
fully selected  as  the  banking  program  supplier. 


Earn  a High  Premium  Rate 

Rates  are  paid  based  on  account  balance: 


Daily  Balance 
$1,000  to  $2,499 
$2,500  to  $9,999 
$10,000  and 
above 


Interest  Rates  To  Depositor 
91-day  T-Bill  average  less 
91-day  T-Bill  average 
91-day  T-Bill  average  plus 
up  to  !4% 


For  accounts  up  to  $10,000,  be  sure  to  include  $7.71  with  your 
initial  deposit  to  cover  the  cost  of  your  first  check  order.  For  initial 
deposits  of  $10,000  or  more,  your  first  check  order  is  free. 


Use  Checks  for  Easy  Withdrawals 

Withdrawals  are  as  simple  as  writing  a check.  Person- 
alized checks  are  sent  when  the  account  is  opened. 

A maximum  of  three  checks  paid  per  calendar  month 
is  allowed  by  government  regulations  on  accounts  like 
the  American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  Money  Market 
Account. 

Monthly  Statements 

Statements  are  sent  monthly,  detailing  deposits,  with- 
drawals and  interest  earned,  which  is  compounded  daily. 

Open  Your  Account  Today 

Just  call  1-800-548-3600  extension  6381.  You  will 
receive  a complete  account  opening  kit  and  all  the 
information  you  will  need. 


COME  CELEBRATE  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


ANNIVERSARY  OF 
THE  ALLIANCE  OF  NATIONS 

- - — ** " poste' —••mi  MONDAY,  AUGUST  24, 1 992 

NAVY  PIER,  CHICAGO,  IL 


UNIT 


ALLIANCE  FOR  FREDOM  '92 
SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 
AND  PROGRAM 


3:15PM  Parade  of  Nations  - kicks 
off  with  a Marching  Band 
and  Marine  Color  Guard 


3:30PM  Air  and  Water  Show  - 
featuring  authentic 
WW II  War  Birds 


4:30PM  1940  s Radio  Show 


5:00PM  Greetings  by  American 
Legion  Officials 


5:15PM  Irish  Dancers 


6:00PM  Mariachi  Band 


7:00PM  Chinese  Dancers 


7:30PM  National  Commander's 
Greeting 


Throughout  the  day  at  reasonable  prices:  Fabulous  food, 
Pleasure  Boat  Rides,  Petting  Zoo,  Playground,  and  Carnival  Rides.  For  your  viewing 
pleasure:  Classic  Car  Show,  Baseball  Card  Show,  and  Exhibits  from  the  Allied  Nations,  NASA,  the  Pentagon  and  more. 


Rosemary  Clooney 
performs  World  War  II 
nostalgia  show 


8:00PM 
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FOR  GOD  AND  COUNTRY 

WE  ASSOCIATE  OURSELVES  TOGETHER 
FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  PURPOSES 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America;  to 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
74th 

National  Convention 


maintain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  a one  hundred  percent  Americanism; 

to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  associations  in  the  Great  Wars;  to 

inculcate  a sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  nation; 

to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to  make  right  the 

master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  good  will  on  earth;  to  safeguard 

and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  justice,  freedom  and  SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

21st  National  Convention 

democracy;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  comradeship 
by  our  devotion  to  mutual 
helpfulness. 

AMERICAN  LEGION 
AUXILIARY 
72nd 

National  Convention 
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74th  National  Convention 

August  22  thru  27,  1992  — Chicago,  Illinois 


LA  BOUTIQUE 
DES  HUIT  CHAPEAUX 
ET  QUARANTE  FEMMES 
71st 

Marche  Nationale 
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Where  to 
Register  and 
Obtain  Information 


A Registration  and  Information  Booth  will  be  operated  in 
Chicago  for  the  convenience  of  conventioneers. 


The  booth  will  be  located  in  the  Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
hotel  lobby.  The  booth  will  operate  from  9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m., 
Friday,  August  21  through  Wednesday  August  26. 

The  Registration  Booth  will  operate  for  those  persons 
who  have  not  previously  registered  and  wish  to 
attend  Convention  Sessions. 


All  persons  (except  those  under  age  12)  are  to  be  reminded 
that  the  official  convention  badge  or  other  approved 
credentials  are  required  to  gain  entry  to  the 
General  Convention  Sessions. 


Welcome  to 
Chicago  and 
The  American 
Legion’s  74th 
Annual  National 
Convention 

When  I became  your  National 
Commander  one  year  ago,  I offered 
you  my  personal  credo.  . . “Success  Is 
a Journey,  Not  a Destination.” 

I asked  you  to  join  me  on  a 12- 
month  journey  to  success  and  set 
several  major  milestones.  Now  it  is 
time  to  retrace  that  journey  and  review 
our  many  accomplishments.  There 
have  been  many,  but  1 want  to 
emphasize  just  a few. 

When  we  started  out,  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  welcoming  home  the  brave 
men  and  women  who  had  fought  in 
the  hot  sands  of  Iraq,  Kuwait  and  Saudi 
Arabia.  A multi-national  coalition,  led 
by  the  United  States,  had  turned  back 
the  naked  aggression  of  Saddam 
Hussein  and  restored  freedom  to  a 
defenseless  country. 

But  even  with  such  threats  to  world 
peace  likely  to  occur  in  the  future, 
major  changes  in  worldwide  foreign 
affairs  such  as  the  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Bloc  and  demise  of  worldwide 
communism  have  altered  Americas 
perception  about  national  security. 

Our  defense  structure  is  currently 
undergoing  major  manpower 
reductions  which  will  eliminate  nearly 
one  million  positions  in  the  active  and 
reserve  components  and  the  defense 
industry  over  the  next  four  years. 

While  some  reductions  are 
inevitable,  we  know  that  historically, 
such  precipitous  defense  cuts  will 
severely  restrict  America’s  ability  to 
respond  to  future  crises  and  seriously 
affect  our  national  security  interests. 

The  American  Legion  believes  that  we 
should  proceed  slowly  and  exercise 
great  caution  in  any  reduction  of  our 
military  establishment. 

In  addition,  any  military  and  defense 
drawdown  of  such  magnitude  brings 
the  prospect  of  overwhelming 
unemployment  among  the  men  and 
women  leaving  the  armed  forces 
during  the  next  five  years. 


Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 


We  Legionnaires  took  immediate 
steps  to  see  to  it  that  these  newest 
veterans  would  receive  adequate  care 
and  benefits  due  those  who  have 
fought  for  their  country.  We  have  called 
for  continuation  and  adequate  funding 
for  existing  government  job  training 
and  employment  assistance  programs. 

We  drew  up  a new  G.l.  Bill  for  Desert 
Storm  veterans,  to  provide  education 
and  training  benefits  on  a par  which 
previous  veterans  received.  I am  proud 
to  report  that  legislation  has  been 
introduced  in  Congress,  and  we  look 
for  its  enactment  soon. 

We  exerted  our  leadership  and 
strong  voice  as  the  worlds  largest 
veterans  organization  to  beat  back  a 
plan  which  would  have  allowed  non- 
veterans to  be  admitted  to  some  rural 
VAMCs,  and  erode  the  VA  Health  Care 
System.  And  we  have  proposed  a 
complete  restructuring  of  the  VA  to 
preserve  the  system  as  a national  asset. 

The  Family  Support  Network  of  The 
American  Legion  has  continued, 
bolstered  by  a half  million  dollar  grant 
from  the  Army  to  provide  assistance  to 
military  personnel  and  veterans  and 
their  families  whose  lives  were 
disrupted  by  call  to  duty  in  Desert 
Storm. 

Recent  developments  in  the  POW- 
MIA  situation  reflect  the  Legions 
persistent  calls  for  a full  accounting  of 
all  such  men  in  all  conflicts,  and  more 
aggressiveness,  openness  and  sincerity 
on  the  part  of  government  agencies 


charged  with  the  resolution. 

Protection  of  the  American  Flag 
from  physical  desecration  has 
continued  to  be  a top  priority  of  The 
American  Legion  this  year,  and  I am 
proud  to  report  that  26  state 
legislatures  have  now  passed 
memorializing  resolutions  asking 
Congress  to  enact  a constitutional 
amendment  to  safeguard  the  flag. 

These  advances  were  all  made 
possible  by  continued  progress  toward 
what  1 identified  as  my  number  one 
goal:  reaching  an  all-time  high  in 
membership.  Such  strength  translates 
into  the  ability  to  make  our  voices 
heard  and  our  influence  felt.  We  are 
larger  than  we  were  last  year,  enjoying 
our  eighth  straight  year  of  growth.  We 
are  close  to  3.2  million  members,  and  1 
am  sure  we  WILL  reach  that  all-time 
high  before  too  long! 

A special  milestone  and  project 
which  I set  as  I began  my  term  was  the 
realization  of  the  Korean  War  Veterans 
Memorial.  The  final  design  was 
approved,  and  1 attended  the 
groundbreaking  ceremonies  in 
Washington  in  June  with  President 
Bush.  With  your  help,  the  Memorial  is 
well  on  the  way  to  receiving  the 
necessary  funds  to  build  it. 

Of  course,  commemorating  World 
War  Two  has  and  will  be  part  of  our 
important  duties  through  1995.  During 
my  year,  I had  the  honor  to  represent 
you  at  the  50th  anniversary  at  Pearl 
Harbor  last  December  7th.  In  April  1 
traveled  to  New  Guinea  in  the  South 
Pacific  to  attend  the  50th  Allied 
commemoration  of  that  campaign. 

Our  American  Legion  delegation 
erected  monuments  to  honor  the 
brave  and  outnumbered  men  of  the 
American  126th  Infantry  Regiment, 
32nd  Division,  who  fought  there  and 
helped  turn  the  tide  of  the  war. 

When  you  elected  me  National 
Commander,  I pledged  to  you  1 would 
carry  the  torch  you  handed  me  with 
honor  and  dignity.  1 have  traveled  to 
many  parts  of  the  world  representing 
this  great  organization.  I have  been  all 
over  this  country  to  meet  you  and 
listen  to  you  in  the  Posts  in  every 
Department.  I have  traveled  to  the  Halls 
of  Congress  and  the  White  House  to 
tell  our  elected  representatitives  what 
veterans  think  and  need. 

I congratulate  you  all  for  helping  me 
reach  these  important  milestones.  1 
hope  and  pray  I have  served  you  and 
all  the  veterans  of  The  American 
Legion  well.  It  has  been  the  greatest 
honor  and  privilege  of  my  life.D 
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I am  delighted  to  send  warm  greetings  to  the  members  of  The  American 
Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  as  you  gather  in  Chicago  for 
your  74th  National  Convention. 


Established  at  the  end  of  World  War  I,  the  Legion  has,  indeed,  proved 
to  be  a major  force  for  good  in  our  society.  I recognize  your  exceptional 
efforts  to  promote  liberty  and  self-government,  to  uphold  the  rights 
of  individuals,  and  to  preserve  the  moral  and  spiritual  heritage  of  our 
Nation. 

To  a Nation  already  indebted  by  your  heroic  sacrifices  in  time  of  war, 
members  of  The  American  Legion  have  continued  to  offer  the  highest 
service  and  devotion.  By  your  example  as  volunteers,  you  have  demonstrated 
the  power  of  individuals  to  make  a difference.  You  have  not  only 
championed  the  rights  and  interests  of  veterans  and  their  families 
but  also  served  as  leading  advocates  of  America's  policy  of  peace 
through  strength  — a policy  that  has  helped  to  bring  about  an  end  to 
the  Cold  War  and  the  expansion  of  democratic  ideals  around  the  world. 

I guarantee  you  that  the  United  States  will  retain  a strong  defense 
to  ensure  our  national  security.  But  now  that  the  Cold  War  has  ended  — 
with  positive  results  that  benefit  every  American  — we  will  also 
continue  to  focus  on  building  a better  America.  We  will  work  to  get 
the  economy  moving  again  and  keep  American  workers  the  most  productive 
in  the  world.  We  will  work  for  excellence  in  education  so  that  America 
will  be  competitive  in  the  global  economy.  Along  with  preserving  the 
national  security,  we  will  also  preserve  domestic  security,  so  that 
law-abiding  citizens  need  have  no  fear  of  crime.  We  have  much  to 
accomplish  in  America,  and  the  support  of  members  of  The  American  Legion 
is  invaluable  as  we  work  to  realize  our  highest  goals  for  our  Nation. 

Barbara  joins  me  in  sending  best  wishes  for  a productive  and  enjoyable 
convention.  On  behalf  of  all  Americans,  I salute  you. 
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or  caii  TOLL  FREE  1-800-542-5547. 


Or  mail  this  coupon  to:  The  American  Legion 
Insurance  Plans,  P.O.  Box  93124,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa  50393.  We’ll  send  you  a FREE  Informa- 
tion Kit  that  tells  all  about  the  new  Term  Life 
Plans.  There’s  no  obligation  whatsoever. 


YES!  Please  send  my  FREE 
Information  Kit  for  the  Term  Life 
Plans  from  The  American  Legion. 


Name 


Street  Address  _ 
City,  State,  ZIP. 


M We’ll  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you! 
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Our  hats  off 
to  the  men 
and  women 
who  served ... 

and  to  those  who 
waited  for  diem! 


...  welcome  to  the  74th  National  Convention 
from  Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Incorporated  (KVI). 

We’re  the  administrators  of  the  Term  Life  Plans  from  The  American 
Legion  ...  we  want  to  say  “Thanks”  for  serving  our  country. 

And  now  it’s  our  turn  to  serve  you  with  NEW  inexpensive  life  insur- 
ance protection  for  both  you  and  your  spouse. 

If  you  want  to  find  out  more  about  the  new  Life  Plans  from  The 
American  Legion  ...just  stop  by  the  KVI  booth  here  at  the  Convention. 

/ 


Donate  blood 
at  the  American  Legion 
1992  National  Convention 

Blood  Drive 

Saturday,  August  22  ★ Tuesday,  August  25  ★ Wednesday,  August  26 

8:00  a.m.  to  2:00  p.m. 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers,  Level  One  River  Hall  B 

Donate  blood  and  receive  a mini-physical 
★ Blood  pressure  check 
★ Iron  count 

★ Cholesterol  screening 

A citation  will  be  awarded  to  the  department  with  the  most  donors  during  this  blood  drive. 

There  are  no  age  limitations  for  donating  blood.  However,  if  you  are  older  than  65  and 
haven't  donated  in  the  last  three  years,  check  with  your  physician  before  giving  blood. 

LIFE&OURCE 

Blood  Services 
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MY  FELLOW  LEGIONNAIRES 

AUXILIARY  Members, 

and  Guests 


The  Department  of  Illinois  is  extremely  proud  to  welcome  all  Legionnaires, 
Auxiliary  Members  and  Guests  to  the  "Land  of  Lincoln"  and  to  the  city  of 
Chicago  for  the  74th  Annual  American  Legion  National  Convention. 

While  you  are  here  for  convention,  we  hope  you  will  take  time  to  visit  sites 
within  the  "windy"  city  and  also  other  attractions  throughout  the  state.  You 
find  excellent  restaurants,  fabulous  shops,  and  interesting  ethnic  areas 
in  the  city  and  then,  if  time  allows,  journey  downstate  to  visit  many 
historical  sites  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  view  the  flat,  fertile  farmland,  and  the 
rolling  hills,  beautiful  lakes,  rivers  and  nature  found  in  other  parts  of  the 
state. 

If  there  is  anything  the  Illinois  Legionnaires  or  Auxiliary  members  can  do  to 
make  your  stay  more  pleasant,  please  feel  free  to  call  upor  us.  Our  members 
are  friendly,  helpful  and  very  proud  of  Illinois  and  wil  sist  in  anyway  we 
can. 

The  more  than  162,000  Illinois  Legionnaires  wish  for  you  pleasant  memories  of 
your  visit  to  our  state  and  a very  successful  convention. 

Sincerely, 

TOM  D.  BRANDT 

Department  Commander  1991-1992 
The  American  Legion 
Department  of  Illinois 
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UNION  FIDELITY 
LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

GUARANTEES  ACCEPTANCE  FOR  LEGIONNAIRES  AGE  45  THROUGH  80* 

...UP  TO 

$10,000 

COMBINED  WHOLE  LIFE 
AND  ACCIDENTAL  DEATH 
INSURANCE  BENEFITS 


• No  Medical 
Exam 


Full  Coverage  — • Coverage 

Benefits  Do  Available  for 

Not  Decrease  Your  Spouse 


• Rate  Does 
Not  Increase 


30  Day  Money 
Back  Refund 


UP  TO  $5,000.00 
WHOLE  LIFE  INSURANCE 

Permanent,  cash-value  whole  life  insurance 
protection.  Full  $5,000.00  face  amount  paid  if 
death  occurs  by  natural  causes  after  the  first 
two  years.  Benefits  are  limited  to  twice  the 
amount  of  premiums  paid  if  death  occurs  by 
natural  causes  during  the  first  two  years. 


UP  TO  $5,000.00 

ACCIDENTAL  DEATH  BENEFITS 

This  is  an  additional  $5,000.00  paid  from  day 
one  — on  top  of  allowable  whole  life  benefits 
— if  death  occurs  within  90  days  as  the  result 
of  a covered  accident.  Matched  with  the  whole 
life  benefits,  that's  $10,000.00  for  any  kind  of 
accidental  death. 


CHOICE  OF  COVERAGE 

In  addition  to  the  $10,000.00  coverage  plan 
described  above,  a $5,000.00  insurance  plan  is 
also  available  at  lower  rates  ($2,500.00  level 
whole  life  protection  combined  with  $2,500.00 
additional  accidental  death  benefits). 


SPOUSE  COVERAGE  AVAILABLE 

If  age  45  through  80,  your  spouse  may  also 
enroll  for  this  coverage  at  the  economical 
rates. 


NO  MEDICAL  EXAM. 

If  you  are  age  45  through  80,  you  cannot  be 
turned  down  for  this  reliable  coverage.  There  is 
no  medical  exam  required.  Acceptance  is 
guaranteed! 


GUARANTEED  FOR  LIFE 

As  long  as  you  continue  to  pay  your  premiums, 
this  coverage  (forms  1-3391  and  3381)  is 
guaranteed  year  after  year  at  the  same  afford- 
able monthly  rate.  So  you  know  you  will 
always  be  protected. 


RATES  DO  NOT  INCREASE 
BENEFITS  DO  NOT  DECREASE 

The  rate  you  start  with  is  locked  in  for  as  long 
as  you  hold  your  insurance  protection  ...  it  will 
not  increase  as  you  get  older.  And  your 
insurance  benefit  face  amount  will  not  de- 
crease over  time,  as  do  many  other  policies 
that  appear  to  offer  similar  dollar  benefits. 
Coverage  is  effective  on  the  date  that  will 
show  on  your  Certificate,  so  long  as  your 
premiums  are  paid. 


BUILDS  BOTH  CASH  AND 
LOAN  VALUES 

As  whole  life  protection,  this  coverage  builds 
cash  values  over  time.  Loans  may  also  be 
made  off  your  accumulated  cash  value  at  a low 
annual  rate  of  7%  interest.  There  are  not  many 
places  you  can  go  for  this  low  rate  of  interest. 
And,  if  you  ever  cancel  your  insurance,  you 
will  get  a check  for  the  cash  value  made  out  to 
you. 


TAX  ADVANTAGES 

Death  benefits  paid  to  your  beneficiary  under 
this  coverage  may  not  be  subject  to  federal 
income  tax  (IRC  § 101 ). 


SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 

When  you  enroll,  you  will  receive  your  certifi- 
cate in  the  mail  to  review  in  the  privacy  of  your 
own  home.  Be  sure  to  examine  it  closely.  You 
will  have  21  days  from  the  noted  effective  date 


ACT  NOW! 

Phone  or  Send  for  your  no-cost 
Enrollment  Kit 
Just  pick-up  your  phone 
and  call  Toll-Free 
1-800-523-5758  ext.  AML 
or  fill  out  and  return  the  coupon 
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to  make  your  first  payment.  If  you  are  not 
satisfied  with  what  you  see,  do  nothing.  You 
will  not  have  coverage,  and  that  will  be  that. 

Even  after  you  pay  your  first  premium,  should 
you  decide  against  this  coverage,  simply  return 
your  Certificate  within  30  days  of  receipt  for  a 
full  refund  of  any  money  you  have  paid.  You 
are  under  absolutely  no  obligation  whatsoever. 
That's  our  commitment  to  you. 

This  coverage  has  limitations.  For  costs  and 
complete  details,  return  the  card  provided. 


*Age  restrictions  in  NJ,  WA.  Available  in  most  states. 


Insurance 


OFFICE  OF  THE  MAYOR 


CITY  OF  CHICAGO 


RICHARD  M.  DALEY 


August  21,  1992 


GREETINGS 


As  Mayor  and  on  behalf  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  I extend 
cordial  greetings  to  members  of  the  American  Legion  on  the  occasion 
of  your  1992  National  Convention.  I commend  the  Cook  County 
Council  of  the  American  Legion  Department  of  Illinois  for  hosting 
this  event.  Chicagoans  are  both  delighted  and  honored  that  you 
have  chosen  our  great  city  as  the  site  of  your  convention. 

Your  visit  is  important  to  us  and  we  will  do  all  we  can  to 
make  your  stay  pleasant.  While  I know  your  schedules  will  be  full 
I always  encourage  our  guests  to  take  some  time  out  to  appreciate 
Chicago's  diverse  neighborhoods  and  magnificent  architecture.  Just 
moments  away,  you  can  also  enjoy  theaters,  concerts,  museums, 
delicious  cuisine,  nightlife  and  spectacular  high-rise  views  of 
Chicago  and  Lake  Michigan. 

Best  wishes  for  a successful  convention  and  enjoyable  visit. 
Please  know  that  you  will  always  be  welcome  in  Chicago. 
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Welcome 
Baseball  Fans 

to  the 

67th  TKnnual 

WORLD 

SERIES 

OF 


AMERICAN 

LEGION 

BASEBALL 


August  25-30,  1992 
JACK  WILLIAMS  STADIUM 
Fargo,  ND 

For  Information  and  Tickets 
Local  World  Series  Chairman 
Joe  Palmer  - 701-232-4805 
89  23rd  Ave.  North,  Fargo,  ND  58102 


To  A 

Partner 


The  National  Rifle 
Association 

of 

America 

Congratulates 

The 

American  Legion 

on 

74  years  of  service 
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CITY  OF  CHICAGO  / DEPARTMENT  OF  POLICE 
. 1121  South  State  Street 

/\  Chicago,  Illinois  60605 


(312)  744-4000 


Text  Telephones 

(3  1 2)  922- 141 4 (24  Hrs  fiEmergency) 
(312)  744-8006  (Business  Hours) 


Richard  M.  Daley,  Mayor 

Matt  L.  Rodriguez,  Superintendent  of  Police 


American  Legion  14  May,  1992 

1992  National  Convention  Corporation 

of  Illinois 

Room  1014 

343  S.  Dearborn 

Chicago  Illinois  60604 

Dear  American  Legion  Members : 

I am  very  pleased  to  welcome  members  of  the  American  Legion  to 
Chicago  for  the  1992  National  Convention.  This  city  has  always  had 
a deep  appreciation  for  the  continuing  contributions  of  our 
veterans  in  keeping  America  strong  and  in  maintaining  freedom 
throughout  the  world. 


I am  sure  that  once  you  sample  the  unique  and  beautiful 
attractions  Chicago  offers,  you  will  leave  with  an  appreciation  of 
why  native  Chicagoans  love  this  great  city. 


Be  assured,  the  Chicago  Police  Department  is  committed  to 
making  your  visit  a safe  and  pleasant  one. 


Sincerely 


Matt  L.  Rodriguez 
Superintendent  of  Police 


Congratulations 

on  uour 

74th 

National 

Convention 

Durable  Outfitters,  Inc. 

Veterans  Equipment 
Caps  * Uniforms  * Flags  * Trophies 
Embroideries  * Metal  Insignia 

135  West  27th  Street 
New  York,  NY  1001 
(212)  477-3436-7 


CONTINUED 

SUCCESS 

to 

THE 

AMERICAN  LEGION 

from 

LANCASTER  UNIFORM 
CAP  CO.,  INC. 

Los  Angeles,  California 


CARL  FIGOTEN,  President 
Life  Member 


Congratulations 
To  The 

American  Legion 


Sheraton  Chicago 

HOTEL  & TOWERS 
CITYFRONT  CENTER 

301  East  North  Water  Street 
Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)329-7000 


ITT  Sheraton 


In  Thorngate  uniforms, 
hidden  hand  stitching 
makes  the  difference! 


Manufacturers  of  Fine  Uniforms  and  Caps  Since  1824 
A JSBBf  Company 
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The  American  Legion 

Wishes  to  express  its  thanks  and  appreciation 
to  the  following  companies  and  organizations 
which  have  contributed  so  substantially 
to  the  success  of  the  74th  Annual 
National  Convention 

Adolph  Coors 
City  of  Chicago 
Chicago  Fire  Department 
Chicago  Police  Department 
Chicago  Convention  & Tourism  Bureau,  Inc. 
The  American  Legion  Department  of  Illinois 
VA  Medical  Center,  Chicago 
Illinois  National  Guard 
United  States  Navy 
United  States  Air  Force 
N.A.S.A. 

Seagrams  Distillery 
Northwest  Airlines 
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Official  Program 

Seventy-Fourth  Annual 
National  Convention 

of 

The  American  Legion 

Sheraton  Chicago 
Hotel  & Towers 
Chicago,  Illinois 
August  25-27,  1992 


Agenda 

74th  Annual  National  Convention  — The  American  Legion 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Sheraton  Chicago  Ballroom  - Level  4 
Chicago,  Illinois 
August  25-27,  1992 


Tuesday,  August  25,  1992 

8:30  a.m.  PRELUDE 

Peter  Ole,  Organist 

9:00  a.m.  OPENING  PROGRAM 

“Celebrating  An  Alliance 
For  Freedom” 

9:05  a.m.  CALL  TO  ORDER 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancisco  (Pennsylvania) 
National  Commander 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS 
Highland  Color  Guard 
American  Legion  Post  No.  201 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

STAR  SPANGLED  BANNER 
Rufus  LaRue,  Soloist 
Robert  E.  Coulter,  Jr.,  Post  1941 
The  American  Legion  of  Illinois 
La  Grange,  Illinois 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 
Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  (Pennsylvania) 
National  Commander 

INVOCATION  AND  LIGHTING  OF  PEACE 
CANDLE 

Rev.  Donal  M.  (Jack)  Squires 
(West  Virginia) 

National  Chaplain 

POW/M1A  EMPTY  CHAIR  CEREMONY 
By:  Robert  S.  Turner  (Georgia) 

Past  National  Commander,  - 
Chairman,  Special  POW-MIA 
Committee 

William  M.  Detiveiler  (Louisiana) 
Chairman,  Foreign  Relations 
Commission 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
CONSTITUTION 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  (Pennsylvania) 
National  Commander 

CALL  FOR  CONVENTION 
Robert  W.  Spanogle  (Michigan) 

National  Adjutant 

9:30  a.m.  WELCOME 

The  Honorable  Jim  Edgar 
Governor  of  Illinois 

The  Honorable  Richard  M.  Daley 
Mayor  of  Chicago 


Tom  D.  Brandt,  1991-92  Department 
Commander 

The  American  Legion  of  Illinois 
Nicholas  S.  Livas,  President 
The  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Corporation  of  Illinois 
RESPONSES  TO  ADDRESSES  OF 
WELCOME 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  (Pennsylvania) 
National  Commander 


9:45  a.m. 


10:20  a.m. 


10:40  a.m. 


10:45  a.m. 


NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  REPORT 
Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  (Pennsylvania) 
National  Commander 
ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  G.V.  (Sonny)  Montgomery 
(Mississippi) 

Chairman,  House  Committee  on  Veterans 
Affairs 

PRESENTATION  of  Plaque  to  the  City  of 
Phoenix 

Host  City  for  the  1991  National  Convention 
By:  Robert  S.  Turner  (Georgia) 

Past  National  Commander 

Accepting:  Dr.  Charles  L.  Vawter,  Jr., 
President 

The  American  Legion  National 
Convention  Corporation 
of  Arizona,  Inc. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  APPRECIATION 
By:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Commander 


To:  Rev.  Donald  M.  (Jack)  Squires  (West 
Virginia) 

National  Chaplain 

10:50  a.m.  PRESENTATION  - The  American  Legion 
Distinguished  Service  Award 
By:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Commander 
To:  The  Honorable  Richard  Thornburgh 
Cinder-Secretary  General  for 
Administration  and  Management  of  the 
United  Nations  - New  York 

NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions  and  time  of 
Convention  Committee  Reports  are  subject  to 
change  by  the  Chair. 
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11:10  a.m. 


1 1:20  a.m. 

1 1:30  a.m. 
1 1:35  a.m. 


1 1:45  a.m. 


PRESENTATION  - 
By:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Commander 

To:  Donald  K.  Chung,  M.D. 

Cardiologist  - Staff  Member 

Long  Beach  Memorial  Medical  Center 

Long  Beach,  California 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  & INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS  - SECTION  1 

REPORT  OF  LEGISLATION  AND  RULES 

INTRODUCTION 
Mrs.  Edward  D.  Yankovich,  Sr. 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

REPORT  OF  CHILDREN  & YOUTH 
ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  WINNING 
DEPARTMENT 
GARLAND  MURPHY  AWARD 
By:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Commander 


12:00  noon 


12:10  p.m. 


12:30  p.m 


12:40  p.m. 


12:55  p.m. 


ADDRESS 

Gordon  Gund,  President 
Retinitis  Pigmentosa  Foundation 

REPORT  OF  AMERICANISM 
ANNOUNCENMENT  OF  WINNING 
DEPARTMENT 

THE  FRANK  N.  BELGRANO,  JR.  TROPHY 
RALPH  T.  O'NEIL  EDUCATION  TROPHY 
By:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Commander 

PRESENTATION  - WILLIAM  RANDOLPH 
HEARST  AMERICANISM  TROPHY 
By:  Otto  Wick,  Jr.,  Vice  President  and 
Publisher 

Midland  Daily  News,  Midland,  Michigan 
To:  Winning  Department 

PRESENTATION  - REPRESENTATIVES  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  PROGRAMS 

1992  Scout  of  the  Year 

Mark  Wesley  Gibson,  Valrico,  Florida 

1992  First  Place  Winner  National 
Oratorical  Contest 

Kerri  L.  Ruttenberg,  Columbia,  Maryland 

1992  Boys  Nation  President 
David  W.  Henderson,  San  Antonio,  Texas 
1991  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year 
Ryan  Beeney,  Newark,  Ohio 

PRESENTATION  — LEGION  OF  HONOR 
BRONZE  MEDALLION  AWARD 
THE  CHAPEL  OF  FOUR  CHAPUMNS 
To:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Commander 

By:  Lucien  Katzenberg,  Jr.,  Vice  Chairman 
Board  of  Directors 
The  Chapel  of  Four  Chaplains 


1:00  p.m. 
1 :20  p.m. 


1:45  p.m. 
2:05  p.m. 


ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  Edward  J.  Derwinski 
Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs 

MESSAGE  TO  THE  CONVENTION 
Vahan  Dukmejian,  National  President 
The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 
GREETINGS 

George  T.  Campbell,  Past  Dominion 
President 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in 
Canada 

Hugh  Greene 

First  Vice  President 

The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 

General  Hsu  Li-nung,  Chairman 
Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for 
Retired  Servicemen 
Republic  of  China 

General  Joon-Yeoul  So,  ROKA,  Ret. 
President 

The  Korean  Veterans  Association 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  & INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS  — SECTION  2 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  & INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS  — MEMBERSHIP 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
RECESS 


Wednesday,  August  26,  1992 


9:00  a.m.  CALL  TO  ORDER 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  (Pennsylvania) 
National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 
INVOCATION 

Rev.  Donal  M.  (Jack)  Squires  (West 
Virginia) 

National  Chaplain 

9:05  a.m.  REPORT  ON  RETURN  OF  REMAINS  OF  I J. 
PADEREWSKI  TO  POLAND 
By:  Michael  J.  Kogutek  (New  York) 

Past  National  Commander 

9: 15  a.m.  PRESENTATION  — EMPLOYER  OF  THE 
YEAR  AWARDS  FOR  HIRING  VETERANS 
By:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Commander 
To:  Marvin  Farmer,  President 
All  Veterans  Auto  Parts,  Inc. 

Phoenix,  Arizona 

To:  Allen  Bullis,  Jr.,  Manager 
Rifle  Barrel  Manufacturing 
Sturm,  Ruger  & Company,  Inc 
Newport,  New  Hampshire 
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9:35  a.m. 
9:55  a.m. 


10:00  a.m. 


10:15  a.m. 


REPORT  OF  ECONOMICS 
Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 
Other  Economic  Matters 

ADDRESS 

Diane  Carlson  Evans,  R.N. 

Vietnam  Women’s  Memorial  Project,  Inc. 
ADDRESS 

Brigadier  General  Wilma  L.  Vaught, 
(JSAF  (Ret.) 

President 

Women  in  Military  Service  for  America 
Memorial  Foundation,  Inc. 

ADDRESS 

John  P.  (Jake)  Comer  (Massachusetts) 
Past  National  Commander 
Member,  Korean  War  Memorial  Advisory 
Committee 


1 0:20  a.m.  INTRODUCTION  — SONS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION 
Newly  Elected  National  Commander 
1 0:25  a.m.  REPORT  OF  FINANCE 
10:45  a.m.  REPORT  OF  FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

1 1 :05  a.m.  REPORT  OF  VETERANS  AFFAIRS  & 
REHABILITATION 
Claims  and  Rating 
Hospitals  and  Medical  Services 
ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  WINNING 
DEPARTMENT  — WILLIAM  F.  LENKER 
NATIONAL  SERVICE  TROPHY 
By:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Commander 


12:05  p.m.  REPORT  OF  CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENTS 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
RECESS 


Thursday,  August  27,  1992 

9:00  a.m.  CALL  TO  ORDER 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  (Pennsylvania) 
National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 
INVOCATION 

Rev.  Donal  M.  (Jack)  Squires  (West 
Virginia) 

National  Chaplain 


9:05  a.m.  ADDRESS 

Lieutenant  General  John  B.  Conaway, 
USAF 

Chief,  National  Guard  Bureau 
Washington,  D.C. 


NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions  and  time  of 
Convention  Committee  Reports  are  subject  to 
change  by  the  Chair. 


9:30  a.m.  REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  SECURITY 
Aerospace 

Defense  Civil  Preparedness 
Law  and  Order 
Merchant  Marine 
Military  Affairs 
Naval  Affairs 

1 0: 1 0 a.m.  PRESENTATION  — THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  FOURTH  ESTATE  AWARD 
By:  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Commander 
To:  Philip  Dine,  Reporter 
St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch 

1 0:20  a.m.  PRESENTATION  OF  PLAQUE  AND 
COLORS  TO  OUTGOING  NATIONAL 
COMMANDER 

By:  Dr.  Almo  J.  Sebastianelli,  Pennsylvania 
Member,  Commanders  Aduisory 
Committee  (PLAQUE) 

By:  Joe  L.  Matthews,  Texas 

Past  National  Commander  (COLORS) 

12:00  noon  (or  at  the  conclusion  of  all  other  business, 
whichever  first  occurs) 

SPECIAL  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
National  Commander 

ADMINISTERING  THE  OATH  OF  OFFICE 
TO  THE  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

ACCEPTANCE  SPEECH  BY  NEWLY 
ELECTED  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 
ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
Five  (5)  National  Vice  Commanders 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  NEWLY 
ELECTED  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

RESPONSE  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 
BENEDICTION 
RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 


NOTE:  The  National  Executive  Committee  will  meet 
within  twenty-four  (24)  hours  after  close  of  the 
Convention  upon  call  of  the  National  Commander. 


Post-National  Executive  Committee 
August  27 

Michigan  A & B,  Level  2 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Immediately  Following  Adjournment 
of  the  Convention 
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The 

American 
Legion 

Salutes 

The  Armed  Forces 

of  the 

United  States 

Army 
Navy 
Air  Force 
Marines 
Coast  Guard 
National  Guard 

and  the 

Reserve  Units 


1992  Distinguished  Guests 


Ernest  Aguilar,  Secretary/Treasurer 
Lancaster  Uniform  Cap  Co. 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Colonel  Kyoo-Tek  Ahn,  Director 
International  Affairs  Department 
The  Korean  Veterans  Association 

Andrew  H.  Allen,  Group  Sales  Representative 
R.  R.  Donnelley  & Sons  Company 
Chicago.  Illinois 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Mary  Andrews  USA 

OASD  (PA) 

The  Pentagon  (D.C.) 

Milton  S.  Applebaum,  Parliamentarian 
Department  of  Illinois 

Gary  J.  Assalone 

Thorngate  Uniforms  Inc./Saco  Division 
Norristown,  Pennsylvania 

Nicholas  C.  Assalone,  President 
Thorngate  Uniforms  Inc./SACO  Division 
Norristown,  Pennsylvania 

Jack  Atkinson,  President 
The  Bronze  Craft  Corp. 

Nashua,  New  Hampshire 

H.M.  “Sandy"  Barba,  Executive  Vice  President 
Fox  Associates,  Inc. 

Chicago,  Illinois 

C.  Randolph  Beard,  Jr.,  President 
Annin  and  Company 
Roseland,  New  Jersey 


Ryan  Beeney 

Baseball  Player  of  the  Year 
Newark,  Ohio 


George  W.  Bentley 

American  Legion  Founder 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Mark  L.  Blocker,  Executive  Vice  President 
Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Inc. 

Chicago.  Illinois 


Ms  Linda  Boone,  National  Vice  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Frank  C.  Bottigliero 
Norridge,  Illinois 

Mrs.  Jeanne  Brandt,  Department  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  Illinois 


Tom  D.  Brandt,  1991-92  Department  Commander 
The  American  Legion  of  Illinois 


Charles  W.  Bresloff,  Vice  President 
Medallic  Art  Company 
Danbury,  Connecticut 

Louis  J.  Brune,  Program  Coordinator 
Youth  Development  Programs 
National  Rifle  Association  (D.C.) 

Douglas  Buchan,  Director 
Office  of  Consumer  and  Public  Liaison 
Department  of  Energy  (D.C.) 


Allen  Bullis,  Jr. 

Manager  of  Rifle  Barrel  Manufacturing 
Sturm.  Ruger  & Company 
Newport,  New  Hampshire 


The  Honorable  George  Bush 

President  of  the  United  States 


George  A.  Buskirk,  Jr. 

Senior  Vice  President  and  Development  Officer 
INB  National  Bank,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 


George  T.  Campbell,  Past  Dominion  President 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 


Honorable  Brent  Carlson,  Judge 
Cook  County  Circuit  Court 
Northbrook,  Illinois 

Anthony  Carmen 

Lockport,  Illinois 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Chang 

Taipei,  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China 


Daryl  Chapman,  Assistant  Vice  President 
National  Accounts  Management 
Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Inc. 

Alexandria,  Virginia 

Chih-yuan  Ho,  Section  Chief 
Overseas  Liaison  Department 
Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for  Retired 
Servicemen 

Taipei.  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China 


Donald  K.  Chung,  M.D. 

Cardiologist  - Staff  Member 
Long  Beach  Memorial  Medical  Center 
Long  Beach,  California 

Allen  B.  Clark,  Jr.,  Director 
National  Cemetery  System 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (D.C.) 

Rise  R.  Compton,  Private  Banking  Officer 
INB  National  Bank,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Lt.  General  John  B.  Conaway,  (JSAF 
Chief,  National  Guard  Bureau  (D.C.) 

Charles  L.  Cragin,  Chairman 
Board  of  Veterans  Appeals 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (D.C.) 
Robert  F.  Cutler 
Joseph  E.  Seagram  and  Sons 
Clearwater,  Florida 

Honorable  Richard  M.  Daley 

Mayor  of  Chicago 

Dr.  Herm  Davis,  President 
National  College  Services,  Ltd. 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

Col.  Alan  E.  Defend,  USAF 
Office  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense 
The  Pentagon  (D.C.) 

John  J.  De  Nardo,  Director 
VA  Medical  Center  (West  Side) 
Chicago,  Illinois 

The  Honorable  Edward  J.  Derwinski 

Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs 

David  Devins,  President 
Durable  Outfitters,  Inc. 

New  York,  New  York 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony  R.  Di  Francesco 

Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 

Highspire,  Pennsylvania 

Philip  Dine,  Reporter 
The  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Hugh  Doran,  Associate  Director 
VA  Medical  Center 
North  Chicago,  Illinois 

Kirke  Dorweiler,  President 
Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Inc. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Vaham  Dukmejian,  National  President 
The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 
Setauket,  New  York 

Lt.  Col.  Linda  DuMoulin,  USA 

Office  Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense 
The  Pentagon  (D.C.) 

Robert  Dumas 

Canterbury,  Connecticut 

Honorable  Jim  Edgar 

Governor  of  Illinois 

Fred  E.  Ellis 

American  Legion  Founder 
Harlingen,  Texas 

James  A.  Endicott,  General  Counsel 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (D.C.) 


Major  General  Robert  F.  Ensslin,  Jr.  (Ret.) 
President 

National  Guard  Association  of  the  United  States 


Diane  Carlson  Evans,  R.N. 

Vietnam  Women's  Memorial  Project,  Inc. 


Marvin  Farmer,  President 
All  Veterans  Auto  Parts,  Inc. 
Phoenix,  Arizona 


Carl  Figoten,  President 
Lancaster  Uniform  Cap  Co. 

Los  Angeles,  California 
Mrs.  Lydia  Fish 
Cold  Spring,  New  York 

John  Ford,  Manager,  Marketing  Services 
Daisy  Manufacturing  Company 
Rogers,  Arkansas 

Marlys  Fox,  President 
Fox  Associates,  Inc. 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Mrs.  Gordon  Gabel,  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  Illinois 

John  T.  Gable 

American  Legion  Founder 
Hartford  Cityjndiana 

Timothy  W.  Gahimer,  Private  Banking  Officer 
INB  National  Bank,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 
T.  Les  Galloway 
Clatskanie,  Oregon 

Honorable  Vincent  M.  Gaughan,  Judge 
Cook  County  Criminal  Court 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Alfred  G.  Germoni,  Vice  President 
Lenn  Arts,  Inc. 

North  Attleboro,  Massachusetts 
Mrs.  Corine  Gibbons 
Chicago,  Illinois 


Mark  Wesley  Gibson 

Boy  Scout  of  the  Year 
Valrico,  Florida 


M.S.  Gilchrist,  Assistant  Director 
Education  and  Training  Division 
National  Rifle  Association  (D.C.) 


Sean  Gilley 

Lake  Oswego,  Oregon 


Roman  Glowacki,  Senior  Asst.  Programmer 
Joseph  E.  Seagram  and  Sons 
White  Plains,  New  York 

Lt.  General  D^Vayne  Gray 

Chief  Benefits  Director 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (D.C.) 

Robert  M.  Gray,  Executive  Director 
Retinitis  Pigmentosa  Foundation 
Baltimore,  Maryland 


Hugh  Greene,  First  Vice  President 
The  Royal  Canadian  Legion 

William  H.  Griffin,  President 
Durable  Outfitters,  Inc. 

Union  City,  New  Jersey 
W.  Jay  Gumeringer 
Regional  Vice  President 
Client  Sales 

Eye  Care  Plan  of  America 
Mesa,  Arizona 


Gordon  Gund,  President 
Retinitis  Pigmentosa  Foundation 


Charles  T.  Hagel,  President 
McCarthy  & Co. 

Omaha,  Nebraska 
Honorable  Carl  R.  Hansen 
Board  of  Commissioners  - Cook  County 
Mount  Prospect,  Illinois 
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Paul  Harvey,  Radio  Commentator 
Paul  Harvey  Mews,  ABC 
Chicago,  Illinois 

C.  Wayne  Hawkins,  Deputy  Chief 

Medical  Director  for  Administration  and  Operations, 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (D.C.) 

Lt.  (JG)  Sharon  Heath 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Information 
The  Pentagon  (D.C.) 


David  W.  Henderson 

Boys  Mation  President 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


Honorable  Robin  L.  Higgins 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary 
Veterans'  Employment  and  Training 
G.S.  Department  of  Labor  (D.C.) 

Sameul  Holmes,  Director 
VA  Regional  Office 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Colonel  H.  Morman  Holt,  GSAF  (Ret.) 
Vice  Chairman,  Board  of  Directors 
The  Chapel  of  Four  Chaplains 
Valley  Forge,  Pennsylvania 


General  Hsu  Li-nung,  Chairman 
Vocational  Assistance  For  Retired  Servicemen 
Taipei,  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China 


Lt.  Colonel  M.  Miller  Huggins,  GSA  (Ret.) 
Holualoa,  Hawaii 


Warren  H.  Hutchings,  Manager 
Veterans  Affairs,  Community  Affairs 
Adolph  Coors  Company,  Golden,  Colorado 

Honorable  Henry  J.  Hyde 

G.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  D.C. 

Ian  Douglas  Inrig,  Dominion  Secretary-Treasurer 
Army,  Mavy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 

Frank  Johnston 

Washington,  Illinois 

John  Johnston,  Consultant 
Office  of  Secretary  of  State 
Springfield,  Illinois 

Mary  K.  Jolly,  Deputy  Director 
Federal  Affairs  Division 
National  Rifle  Association  (D.C.) 

Mrs.  Shirley  M.  Jones 

National  Convention  Chairman 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  Illinois 

Mrs.  Miriam  Junge 

National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Charles  Kan,  Director 
Overseas  Liaison  Department 
Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for  Retired 
Servicemen 

Taipei,  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China 


Lucien  Katzenberg,  Jr. 

Vice  Chairman,  Board  of  Directors 
The  Chapel  of  Four  Chaplains 


Luther  Keeling,  Manager  of  Communications 
Daisy  Manufacturing  Company 
Rogers,  Arkansas 

Honorable  G.  Alfred  Kennedy 

Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for  Public  Affairs 
Department  of  State  (D.C.) 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Kirk,  Chief 
Washington  Programs  Division 
Department  of  State  (D.C.) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  H.  Klinge 
Seattle,  Washington 

Steven  R.  Koral,  Group  Sales  Manager 

R.R.  Donnelley  & Sons  Company 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Col.  Frank  R.  Kossa,  Honorary  Past  President 
and  Secretary-Treasurer  Emeritus 
Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 
Jeffersonville,  Indiana 


Major  Linda  L.  Leong,  GSAF 

SAF/PAC 

The  Pentagon  (D.C.) 

Maurice  Lepavsky 

American  Legion  Founder 
Villa  Park,  Illinois 

Eugene  P.  Lewaniak,  Sr.,  Secretary 

National  Convention  Corporation  of  Illinois 

Honorable  William  O.  Lipinski 

G.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  D.C. 


Nicholas  S.  Livas,  President 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Illinois 


Stephen  Livas 

Cary,  Illinois 

William  Livas 

Northbrook,  Illinois 

Leo  R.  Lujan,  Jr.,  Development  Director 
International  Shooter  Development  Fund 
Brentwood,  Tennessee 
Mrs.  Helen  Malanowski 
Tamaroa,  Illinois 

Lt.  Commander  Joe  March 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Information 
The  Pentagon  (D.C.) 

Honorable  Lynn  Martin 
Secretary  of  Labor 
G.S.  Department  of  Labor  (D.C.) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Renardo  A.  Matteucci 

Rices  Landing,  Pennsylvania 

Dr.  Maynard  H.  Mires,  Sr. 

American  Legion  Founder 
Georgetown,  Delaware 


Honorable  G.V.  “Sonny”  Montgomery 

(Mississippi) 

Chairman,  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs 


Joseph  L.  Moore,  Director 
VA  Medical  Center  (Lakeside) 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Robert  G.  Moorhead,  President 

Moorhead  Associates 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

A.J.  Moyer,  District  Director 
G.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Major  General  James  Mukoyama,  Jr. 

Glenview,  Illinois 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Murphy 

Randwick  NSW 
Australia 

Edward  P.  McHugh,  Speical  Assistant  for 
Veterans  Employment 
Office  of  Personnel  Management  (D.C.) 

Bob  Nooner,  Director 
VA  Regional  Office  and  Insurance  Center 
Ft.  Snelling,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

Thomas  Norris,  LVER 

New  Hampshire  Job  Service 
Claremont,  New  Hampshire 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Noss 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 
Mrs.  Yvonne  O’Brien 
Organization  Liaison  Officer 
Department  of  State  (D.C.) 

Raymond  Orozco,  Commissioner 
Chicago  Fire  Department 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  R.  O’Sullivan 

Greensboro,  North  Carolina 
Bill  B.  Pearson,  Deputy  Chief  Benefits  Director 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (D.C.) 

Keith  Pedigo,  Director 
Loan  Guaranty  Service 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (D.C.) 

Richard  M.  Pedro 
Owego,  New  York 
Captain  T.G.  Peery,  GSMC 
Public  Affairs  Division 
Hdqtrs.  G.S.  Marine  Corps  (D.C.) 


Brian  R.  Perryman,  Deputy  Director 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Services 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Honorable  Richard  J.  Phelan,  President 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Cook  County 
Mount  Prospect,  Illinois 

William  E.  Pittman,  Employment  Advisor 
Office  of  Plans,  Projects  and  Services 
The  Presidents  Committee  on  Employment  of 
People  with  Disabilities  (D.C.) 

Alan  C.  Ptak,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 

of  Defense  for  POW/MIA,  The  Pentagon  (D.C.) 

Arthur  Rawers,  Treasurer 

National  Convention  Corporation  of  Illinois 

Mrs.  Marybeth  Revoir 

National  Convention  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  of  Illinois 

Matt  Rodriguez,  Superintendent 
Chicago  Police  Department 

Gerald  Roper,  President 

Chicago  Convention  & Tourism  Bureau 


Keri  L.  Ruttenberg 

National  Oratorical  Contest  Winner 
Columbia,  Maryland 


Honorable  George  H.  Ryan 

Secretary  of  State  of  Illinois 

Thomas  L.  Ryan,  Special  Assistant  to  the  Secretary 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  (D.C.) 

Gerald  Sanderson,  Executive  Vice  President 
Chicago  Convention  & Tourism  Bureau 

Vincent  A.  Sanzotta 
Bloomington,  Illinois 

Mrs.  Peggy  Sappenfield 

National  Treasurer 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mark  Sauter 

Morning  News  Tribune 
Takoma,  Washington 
David  Schmidt,  Security  Administrator 
MIS  Change  Control 
Joseph  E.  Seagram  and  Sons 
White  Plains,  New  York 

Earnest  N.  Schmit 
Past  National  Adjutant 
Bismarck,  North  Dakota 

Peter  C.  Schurla,  Commander 
Chicago  Police  Department 

Donald  Schwartz,  President 
Medallic  Art  Company 
Danbury,  Connecticut 

Dr.  Almo  J.  Sebastianelli 

Jessup,  Pennsylvania 

Steve  Sell,  Manager 
Market  Development,  G.S.  Sprint 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Mrs.  Rae  Shaw 

Past  National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mattoon,  Illinois 

Michael  F.  Sheahan,  Sheriff 
Cook  County,  Chicago,  Illinois 

Stephen  Shepherd,  First  Vice  President 
MBNA  America  Bank 
Newark,  Delaware 

Gary  Sieland,  Senior  Vice  President 
and  Managing  Director 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Ken  Smith 

New  England  Shelter  for  Homeless 
Veterans,  Boston,  Massachusetts 


General  Joon-Yeol  So,  ROKA,  Retired,  President 
The  Korean  Veterans  Association 


Hans  H.S.  Song,  Deputy  Director 
Overseas  Liaison  Department 

Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for  Retired  Serv- 
icemen 

Taipei,  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China 
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Jack  E.  Specter 
American  Legion  Founder 
Bay  Pines.  Florida 

Sally  J.  Spencer.  Manager 

Office  of  hational  Organizations  and  Federal  Programs 
Department  of  the  Treasury. 

U.S.  Savings  Bonds  Division 

Bud  Thompson,  Senior  Vice  President 
National  Accounts  Management 
Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Inc. 

Alexandria,  Virginia 


The  Honorable  Richard  Thornburgh 

(Jnder-Secretary  General  for 
Administration  and  Management  of  the 
United  Nations  - New  York 


The  Honorable  Malcolm  Toon 

Chairman.  U.S.  Delegation  to  the  U.S.  - Russian  Joint 
Commission  on  POW/MIAs 

Margaret  E.  Van  Dyk,  President 
S.A.  Van  Dyk,  Inc. 

Oak  Brook.  Illinois 


Brigadier  General  Wilma  L.  Vaught,  USAF  (Ret.) 
President 

Women  in  Military  Service  for  America 
Memorial  Foundation,  Inc. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Vawter,  Jr.,  President 
The  American  Legion  National  Convention 
Corporation  of  Arizona,  Inc. 


Thomas  B.  Vazquez,  Director  of  VA&R 
Department  of  Illinois 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Steve  Walczak,  Vice  President 
Direct  Marketing,  MBNA  America  Bank 
Newark,  Delaware 

Mrs.  Debra  Wagner 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Howard  C.  Wallace,  Senior  Vice  President 
MBNA  America  Bank  Telemarketing 
Newark,  Delaware 

Harry  N.  Walters,  President 
Great  Lakes  Carbon  Corporation 
Briarcliff  Manor,  New  York 

Jim  Ward 

U.S.  Department  of  Transportation 
Coast  Guard  Community  Relations  (D.C.) 
Richard  N.  Ward 
Geotel  Corporation 
Columbia,  Missouri 

Major  Donna  Wathall,  USA 

Army  Public  Affairs 
The  Pentagon  (D.C.) 

Stephen  P.  Weiss,  Vice  President 
Union  Fidelity  Life  Ins.  Co. 

Trevose,  Pennsylvania 
LGEN  Richard  L.  West,  USA  (Ret.) 
Association  of  the  United  States  Army 
Arlington,  Virginia 


Otto  Wick,  Jr„  Vice  President  and  Publisher 
Midland  Daily  News,  Midland.  Michigan 

Mrs.  Tish  Williams,  National  Events  Manager 
Retinitis  Pigmentosa  Foundation 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

Patrick  A.  Winfey,  Coordinator 
Veterans  Programs 

Illinois  Department  of  Employment  Security 
John  J.  Wrenn 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts 


Mrs.  Edward  D.  Yankovich,  Sr.  (Pennsylvania) 
National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  C.S.  Young 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Yu-ling  Huang,  Section  Chief 
Overseas  Liaison  Department 
Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for 
Retired  Servicemen 
Taipei,  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China 
Edward  Zalesky 
Lincolnwood,  Illinois 

John  R.  Zavoyna,  Vice  President  and  General  Manager 
MBNA  America  Bank 
Newark,  Delaware 
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Things  to  do  ...  . 

Places  to  see  . . . 


Photo  credits  the  Chicago  Convention  & Tourism  Bureau. 


Located  in  Grant  Park  just  off  Lake  Shore  Drive  a short  distant  from  the  downtown  hotels  are  the 
Shedd  Aquarium  shown  at  the  left  and  the  Field  Museum  of  National  History  with  the  Adler 
Planetarium  shown  at  the  far  right. 


The  Chicago  Art  Institute  is  also  located  close  to  the  downtown  hotels  just  off  of  Michigan 
Avenue.  The  Art  Institute  houses  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  French  Impressionist  and  Post 
Impressionist  paintings,  as  well  as  works  spanning  four  centuries  of  great  art,  including 
sculpture,  prints  and  drawings,  photographs.  Oriental  art  and  textiles. 
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VETERANS 
LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Serving  U.S.  Veterans  Exclusively 
Not  affiliated  with  the  VA  or  any  government  agency 


*Life  Insurance 
★ Health  Insurance 

For  Information  Call  Toll-Free 

1 -800USA-VE7S 

(1-800-872-8387) 

or  simply  write 

Veterans  Life,  Valley  Forge,  PA  19493 

The  only  company  serving  America’s 
honorably  discharged  Veterans  exclusively. 

— Veterans  Advisory  Board— 


Richard  L.  Roudebush, 
Chairman 

Former  Administrator  of 
Veterans  Affairs 
and  U S Congressman 
Veteran,  WWII 


Donald  Clancy 

Former  Member  Armed 
Services  Committee  and 
U.S.  Congressman, 
Former  Mayor  of 
Cincinnati 
Veteran.WWII 


Arthur  W.  Clark 

Retired  Major  General 
U S Air  Force  Reserve 
Veteran.  WWII  and  Korea 


john  Bovd  Coates.  Jr. 
M.D. 

Brigadier  General. 
Medical  Corps 
U S Army  Retired 
Veteran,  WWII 


(trace  Minnie 

Past  National  President. 
Ladies  Auxiliary  to 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 


Ralph  E.  Hall 

Past  National 
Commander 
AMVETS,  WWII 
Veteran 


George  S.  Patton 
Maior  General 
U.S  Army  Retired 
Veteran,  WWII 
Korea,  Vietnam 


James  E.  Johnson 

Former  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Navy  and 
Director  of  California 
Veterans  Affairs 
Veteran,  WWII 


William  J.  Rogers 
Past  National  Commander 
American  Legion 
Veteran,  WWII 


Roger  Staubach 

i ' 

Odell  W.  Vaughn 

. I 

Joe  D.  Waggonner,  Jr. 

p 

Graduate  of  Annapolis 
Veteran.  Vietnam 

Q 

Former  Deputy 
Administrator  U.S 
Veterans  Administration 
Veteran,  WWII 

| £ 

yjr\  v 

MSB-.. 

Former  U S Congressman 
Veteran,  WWII  and  Korea 

J J 

Edgar  D.  Whitcomb 
Former  Governor  of 
Indiana 

Author  of “Escape 
from  Corregidor" 
Veteran.  WWII 
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Directory  of  the  National  Convention 


NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  OFFICE 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
River  Hall  A - Level  I 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  6061 1 

CONVENTION  CORPORATION  HEADQUARTERS 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Suite  No.  1855 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)329-7271 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)464-1000 

GENERAL  SESSIONS 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Sheraton  Chicago  Ballroom  — Level  IV 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 

HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 
Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
540  N.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)836-0100 

GENERAL  SESSIONS 
Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
Grand  Ballroom,  7th  Floor 
540  N.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 

EIGHT  & FORTY  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 
Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
540  N.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)836-0100 

SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  SESSIONS 
Fairmont  Hotel 
International  Ballroom 
200  N.  Columbus  Drive 
Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  565-8000 


Official  Delegation  Hotels 


ALABAMA 

Days  Inn  Chicago  - Lake  Shore  Dr. 
644  N.  Lake  Shore  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  943-9200 

(Ray  Andrews  - Adjutant) 

ALASKA 

The  Forum  Hotel  Chicago 
525  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  944-055 

(William  R.  Weber  - Adjutant) 
ARIZONA 

The  Forum  Hotel  Chicago 
525  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  944-0055 

(lldefonso  “Al”  Tercero  - Adjutant) 

ARKANSAS 

Executive  House  Hotel 
71  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  346-7100 

(Charles  G.  Ragsdell  - Adjutant) 
CALIFORNIA 

The  Forum  Hotel  Chicago 
525  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  944-0055 

(Charles  T.  Alleman  - Adjutant) 


CANADA 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  464-1000 
(Edward  L.  Joyal  - Adjutant) 
COLORADO 

Executive  House  Hotel 
71  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  346-7100 
(Charles  Pat  Smith  - Adjutant) 
CONNECTICUT 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
540  E.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  836-0100 
(Hugh  C.  Graham  - Adjutant) 
DELAWARE 
Embassy  Suites 
600  N.  State  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  943-3800 
(Edward  M.  Knight  - Adjutant) 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 
The  Forum  Hotel  Chicago 
525  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  944-0055 
(Richard  Billig  - Adjutant) 


FLORIDA 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

(312)  565-1234 

(Dyke  E.  Shannon  - Adjutant) 

FRANCE 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  464-1000 
(Gorley  Stokes  - Adjutant) 

GEORGIA 

Executive  House  Hotel 
71  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  346-7100 
(Hiram  L.  Borst  - Adjutant) 

HAWAII 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  464-1000 

(Henry  E.  Lamb,  Sr.  - Adjutant) 

IDAHO 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  464-1000 

(H.  Melvin  Napier  - Adjutant) 
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ILLINOIS 

Fairmont  Hotel 
200  N.  Columbus  Dr. 

Chicago,  1L  60601 

(312)  565-8000 

(Vincent  A.  Sanzotta  - Adjutant) 

INDIANA 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

(312)  565-1234 

(K.  Michael  Ayers  - Adjutant) 

IOWA 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  565-1234 

(James  E.  Demarest  - Adjutant) 
ITALY 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  464-1000 

(Joseph  A.  Stacy  - Adjutant) 

KANSAS 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  464-1000 
(Charles  M.  Yunker  - Adjutant) 
KENTUCKY 

The  Forum  Hotel 
525  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  944-0055 
(Ken  W.  Hart  - Adjutant) 

LOUISIANA 

Stouffer  Riviere  Hotel 
1 West  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  372-7200 
(James  E.  Tripp  - Adjutant) 

MAINE 

Fairmont  Hotel 
200  N.  Columbus  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  565-8000 
(Charles  H.  Michaud  - Adjutant) 
MARYLAND 

Stouffer  Riviere  Hotel 
1 West  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  372-7200 
(Robert  N.  Ford  - Adjutant) 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

(312)  565-1234 

(Dominick  Genetti  - Adjutant) 


MEXICO 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)464-1000 

(Charles  M.  (Chuck)  Griffin  - Adjutant) 
MICHIGAN 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
540  N.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  836-0100 
(Hubert  B.  Hess  - Adjutant) 
MINNESOTA 
Embassy  Suites 
600  N.  State  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  943-3800 

(Charles  W.  Ferguson  - Adjutant) 
MISSISSIPPI 

Days  Inn  Chicago-Lake  Shore  Dr. 
644  N.  Lake  Shore  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  943-9200 

(James  H.  Herring  - Adjutant) 

MISSOURI 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 

540  N.  Michigan 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  836-0100 

(L.  Carey  Bankhead  - Adjutant) 

MONTANA 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

(312)  565-1234 

(Donald  Buffington  - Adjutant) 

NEBRASKA 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

(312)  565-1234 

(Duane  Bokemper  - Adjutant) 

NEVADA 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
540  N.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  836-0100 
(Jack  C.  Hoxie  - Adjutant) 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
Stouffer  Riviere  Hotel 
1 West  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

(312)  372-7200 

(Herbert  J.  Geary  - Adjutant) 

NEW  JERSEY 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  565-1234 

(Raymond  L.  Zawacki  - Adjutant) 


NEW  MEXICO 

Days  Inn  Chicago-Lake  Shore  Dr. 
644  N.  Lake  Shore  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  943-9200 

(L.A.  Santillanes  - Adjutant) 

NEW  YORK 

Swissotel  Chicago 
323  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

(312)  565-0565 

(Richard  M.  Pedro  - Adjutant) 

NORTH  CAROLINA 
Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
540  N.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  836-0100 

(Charles  M.  Borman  - Adjutant) 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

(312)  565-1234 

(David  M.  Schmidt  - Adjutant) 

OHIO 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  464-1000 
(Stuart  L.  Sears  - Adjutant) 

OKLAHOMA 

The  Forum  Hotel  Chicago 
525  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  944-0055 
(Vern  J.  Smith  - Adjutant) 

OREGON 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
540  N.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  836-0100 
(Barry  J.  Snyder  - Adjutant) 

PANAMA  CANAL 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  464-1000 
(Jerome  Wolf  - Adjutant) 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  464-1000 

(Stanley  W.  Reinhard  - Adjutant) 
PUERTO  RICO 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  464-1000 

(Eduardoa  Figuero  - Adjutant) 
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REPUBLIC  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  464-1000 

(Enrique  HR  Abila  - Adjutant) 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 

(312)  464-1000 

(N.  Pio  Stizza  - Adjutant) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

The  Forum  Hotel  Chicago 
525  N.  Michigan  Ave. 

Chicago,  IL  6061 1 
(312)  944-0055 
(B.  L.  Black  - Adjutant) 


SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
301  East  North  Water  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  464-1000 
(Maynard  L.  Hemp  - Adjutant) 
TENNESSEE 

Swissotel  Chicago 
323  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  565-0565 
(C.G.  Norton  - Adjutant) 

TEXAS 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 

540  N.  Michigan 

Chicago,  IL  6061 1 

(312)  836-1000 

(Jimmy  D.  Lemlev  - Adjutant! 


The  key  to 
freedom  is 
the  value 
you  put 
on  it. 


Nearly  two  thousand 
years  ago,  a Roman 
statesman  wrote:  “Freedom 
can’t  be  bought  for  nothing. 
If  you  hold  her  precious,  you 
must  hold  all  else  of  little  worth”. 

It  was  true  then. 

It  is  true  now. 

It  is  one  of  the  reasons  we 
salute  the  American  Legion  and  all 
who  have  fought  to  protect  liberty. 

And  we  are  proud  to  be  group  insurors  of 
the  American  Legion  National  Headquarters 
and  Departments. 


G”E3 

Great -West  Life 

St.  Louis  Group  Office 
7700  Bonhomme,  Suite  500 
Clayton,  MO  63105 


UTAH 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  565-1234 
(Dean  C.  Hall  - Adjutant) 

VERMONT 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 

(312)  565-1234 

(Robert  A.  Bergeron  - Adjutant) 

VIRGINIA 

Hyatt  Regency  Chicago 
151  E.  Wacker  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  565-1234 

(Cornelius  T.  O’Neill  - Adjutant) 
WASHINGTON 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
540  N.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  836-0100 
(Dallas  B.  Vaughan  - Adjutant) 
WEST  VIRGINIA 

Days  Inn  Chicago-Lake  Shore  Dr. 
644  N.  Lake  Shore  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  943-9200 
(Robert  E.  Vass,  Sr.  - Adjutant) 
WISCONSIN 
Fairmont  Hotel 
200  N.  Columbus  Dr. 

Chicago,  IL  60601 
(312)  565-8000 
(Rick  Barnett  - Adjutant) 

WYOMING 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
540  N.  Michigan 
Chicago,  IL  60611 
(312)  836-0100 

(Donald  Jim  McCandlish  - Adjutant) 


Blood  Drive 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Level  One  River  Hall  B 

Times  8 a.m.  — 2 p.m. 

Saturday,  August  22 
Tuesday,  August  25 
Wednesday,  August  26 
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Continued  success  to 

THE 

AMERICAN  LEGION 

through 

its  service  to  God  and  Country 

THE  BRONZE  CRAFT  CORP. 

Nashua,  New  Hampshire 


K-Products,  Inc., 

MANUFACTURER  AND  SUPPLIER 
OF  QUALITY  PROMOTIONAL 
MERCHANDISE,  SALUTES  THE 

American  Legion. 


/<- Products 


The  American  Legion  and  the 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Division 

Legion  representatives  in  Washington  work  on  a daily  basis  with  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs,  other  federal  agencies  and  the  (IS.  Congress  to 
protect,  defend  and  seek  improvements  in  the  various  programs  providing  veterans  benefits  pursuant  to  mandates  approved  by  the  National  Convention 
and  the  National  Executive  Committee.  This  past  year,  Legion  representatives  testified  in  Congress  on  such  important  issues  as  VA  budget,  veterans 
medical  care  eligibility  reform,  opposition  to  providing  care  to  non-veterans  in  VA  medical  facilities,  homeless  veterans,  COLA  and  D1C  reform,  preventive 
health  care  programs,  nurse  and  physician  pay  reform,  women  veterans  health  services,  and  other  important  subjects. 

Early  this  year,  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  signed  an  agreement  with  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  to  review  and  evaluate  the  scientific 
evidence  regarding  association  between  diseases  and  exposure  to  Agent  Orange.  Some  resolution  of  the  controversy  concerning  the  effects  of  Agent 
Orange  on  the  health  of  veterans  who  served  in  Vietnam  is  not  expected  until  July  1993  when  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  makes  its  final  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs.  Currrently,  P.L.  102-4  "The  Agent  Orange  Act  of  1991”  provides  for  permanent  disability  benefits  to  veterans  suffering 
from  non-Hodgkins  lymphoma,  soft  tissue  sarcomas  and  chlorance.  Compensation  for  an  additional  disease,  peripheral  neuropathy,  has  been  approved 
by  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  with  certain  eligibility  restrictions. 

In  addition,  The  American  Legion's  lawsuit  to  compel  the  Government  to  finally  conduct  a major  epidemiological  study  of  the  (IS.  ground  troops  who 
served  in  Vietnam  gained  ground  this  year  when  the  Court  referred  the  case  to  a (IS.  Magistrate  to  begin  the  next  phase  of  litigation.  This  halts  the 
Government  moves  to  dismiss  the  case  for  conducting  a major  epidemiological  study.  A favorable  ruling  on  the  suit  will  provide  a basis  for  legislation  and 
changes  in  regulations  related  to  establishing  entitlement  to  disability  compensation  from  exposure  to  Agent  Orange.  Further,  completion  of  the  study 
will  finally  determine  all  of  the  adverse  health  effects  by  disease. 

World  War  11  veterans  who  were  experimentally  exposed  to  mustard  gas  may  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  chronic-long  term  illnesses,  such  as 
laryngitis,  bronchitis,  emphysema,  asthma,  conjunctivitis,  keratitis  and  corneal  opacities.  The  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs  has  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  to  survey  the  health  effects  of  mustard  gas  and  lewisite  on  veterans  exposed  to  these  chemicals  during 
full-body  field  or  chamber  tests  of  protective  clothing  and  equipment. 

The  American  Legion’s  Vietnam  Veterans  Family  Assistance  Program  will  be  going  into  its  fourth  year  of  networking,  providing  outreach  and  social 
services  for  Vietnam  veterans  and  their  families.  Special  emphasis  is  placed  on  children  with  birth  defects  and  other  disabilities.  Fifteen  Departments 
have  State  Coordinators  working  under  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  who  consistently  identify  and  utilize  existing  agencies,  activities  and  programs 
which  provide  free  service.  The  coordinators  are  the  main  link  between  the  veteran,  his  family  and  the  service  provider.  Departments  will  be  encouraged  to 
carry  out  the  legacy  of  the  program  when  Court  Agent  Orange  program  funds  are  exhausted  next  year.  The  grant  program  expires  in  1994. 

The  VA&R  Commission  has  continued  its  effort  to  eliminate  the  barriers  of  access  to  care  for  all  veterans  who  do  not  have  entitlement  to  VA  medical 
care.  In  May,  1992,  the  Legion’s  National  Executive  Committee  adopted  VA&R  Resolution  No.  1,  which  calls  for  the  provision  of  a full  continuum  of  health 
care  services  for  all  veterans  with  service-connected  disabilities  and  other  special  category  veterans,  regardless  of  the  adjudicated  percentage  or  nature  of 
the  disability.  The  Legion  proposal  also  makes  provisions  for  nonservice-connected  veterans  to  receive  a full  spectrum  of  care  fom  VA  under  certain 
conditions. 

The  Legions  VA&R  Commission  has  developed  a legislative  package  — The  Desert  Storm  Serviceperson’s  Readjustment  Act  of  1992  — which  will 
change  the  way  veterans  receive  education  benefits,  and  raise  the  monthly  allowance  to  $777  (from  the  $350  monthly  stipend  paid  under  the  current 
Montgomery  Gl  Bill)  and  no  contribution  by  veterans  would  be  required.  This  proposal  was  introduced  in  the  (IS.  Senate  as  §2231  in  February,  1992. 

The  American  Legion  continues  to  work  to  ensure  that  veterans  are  provided  the  highest  quality  medical  and  benefits  care  available. 
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The  American  Legion  74th  National  Convention 

Meeting  Room  Assignments 
Standing  Commissions  and  Committees 


Americanism  Commission: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Michigan  B,  Level  2 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 


Economic  Commission: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Chicago  Ballroom  X,  Level  4 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 


Americanism  Screening  Committee: 

August  21,  9:00  a.m. 

Parlor  B,  Level  3 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 


Economic  Screening  Committee: 

August  21,  9:00  a.m. 

Parlor  G,  Level  3 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 


American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
Committee: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Colorado  Room,  Level  2 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Commission  on  Children  & Youth: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Michigan  A,  Level  2 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Chicago  Ballroom  VIII, 

Section  B,  Level  4 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Convention  Commission: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Illinois  Executive  Boardroom,  Level  2 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Distinguished  Guest  Committee: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Chicago  Ballroom  IX,  Level  4 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 


Emblem  Committee: 

August  22,  8:30  a.m. 

Huron  Room,  Level  2 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Finance  Commission: 

August  22,  8:30  a.m. 

Lincoln  Executive  Boardroom,  Level  3 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Foreign  Relations  Commission: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Sheraton  Ballroom  HI,  Level  4 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Internal  Affairs  Commission: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Superior  B,  Level  2 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Membership  & Post  Activities  Committee: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Superior  A,  Level  2 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Legislative  Commission: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Erie  Room,  Level  2 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 


S.A.L. 

21st  Annual  Sons  of 

The  American  Legion  Convention 

(Pre-N.E.C.  Meeting) 

August  21,  7:00  p.m. 

International  Ballroom 
Fairmont  Hotel  Chicago 


Meeting 

21st  Annual  Sons  of 

The  American  Legion  Convention 

(General  Sessions) 

August  22,  9:00  a.m.  — 4:00  p.m. 

August  23,  8:00  a.m.  — 2:00  p.m. 
International  Ballroom 
Fairmont  Hotel  Chicago 
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National  Security  Commission: 

Joint  Session  with  Foreign  Relations  Commission 
August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Sheraton  Ballroom  III,  Level  4 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Public  Relations  Commission: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Missouri  Room,  Level  2 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Resolutions  Assignment  Committee: 

August  20,  9:00  a.m. 

Ohio  Room,  Level  2 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 


The  American  Legion  Magazine  Commission: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Mississippi  Room,  Level  2 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Parlor  A,  Level  3 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Screening 
Committee: 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Chicago  Ballroom  VIII,  Section  D 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 


Pre-National  Executive  Committee 

August  24,  10:00  a.m. 

Michigan  A & B,  Level  2 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Chairman:  National  Commander  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 


Westvaco  Salutes 


The  American  Legion 

We  at  Westvaco  are  proud  to  provide  the  American  Legion  with  envelopes  for 
their  direct  mail  needs. 


Westvaco  Envelope  Division  has  been  a quality  supplier  for  mailing  and 
packaging  envelopes  for  over  94  years.  Our  commitment  to  high  quality 
products  and  services  have  made  us  a leader  in  the  envelope  industry.  With 
twenty  locations  to  service  your  needs,  we're  the  nearby  nationwide  company. 
If  you  need  envelopes  for  direct  mail,  billing  or  general  office  use,  contact 
Westvaco  at  the  number  listed  below. 

Westvaco 

Envelope  Division 

2001  Roosevelt  Avenue,  Springfield,  MA  01 1 01  1 -800-628-9265 
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Meetings  of  Convention 
Committees 

The  following  Convention  Committees  will  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  Department.  Initial  meetings 
of  Convention  Committees  will  be  at  the  time  and  place  as  shown  below.  Subsequent  meetinqs  will  be  at  the  call  of 
the  chairman. 

Meetings  of  Convention  Committees  normally  will  be  closed  to  all  except  committee  members. 


Americanism  Commission Sheraton  Hotel 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Michigan  B,  Level  2 

Immigration  and  Naturalization  Subcommittee 
August  23,  9:00  a.m. 

Michigan  B,  Level  2 

Youth  Activities  Subcommittee 

August  23,  9:00  a.m. 

Colorado  Room,  Level  2 

Counter-Subversive  Activities  Subcommittee 
August  23,  9:00  a.m. 

Ontario  Room,  Level  2 

Children  & Youth  Sheraton  Hotel 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Michigan  A,  Level  2 

Constitution  and  By-Laws Sheraton  Hotel 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Chicago  Ballroom  VIII,  Section  B,  Level  4 

Credentials  and  Internal  Matters  . Sheraton  Hotel 

Credentials  and  Other  Internal  Matters 
Section  1 & II 
August  23,  9:00  a.m. 

Mississippi  Room,  Level  2 

Membership  — Section  III 
August  23,  9:00  a.m. 

Arkansas  Room,  Level  2 

Economic  Sheraton  Hotel 

Employment  and  Veterans  Preference  and  Other 
Economic  Matters 
August  23,  9:00  a.m. 

Superior  ABB,  Level  2 

Emblem  Committee  Sheraton  Hotel 

August  23,  9:00  a.m. 

Huron  Room,  Level  2 

Finance  Committee Sheraton  Hotel 

August  23,  9:00  a.m. 

Erie  Room,  Level  2 

Foreign  Relations Sheraton  Hotel 

August  23,  8:30  p.m. 

Sheraton  Ballroom  II,  Level  4 

Foreign  Relations  — Continued 

(All  Subcommittee  Rooms  in  Sheraton  Hotel  — 
Meetings  at  9:15  a.m.) 


Foreign  Relations  — Continued 

Inter- American  Affairs 
Parlor  B,  Level  3 
European  Affairs 
Parlor  G,  Level  3 
African  Affairs 

Chicago  Ballroom  VIII,  Section  C,  Level  4 
Ear  Eastern  Affairs 

Chicago  Ballroom  VIII,  Section  B,  Level  3 
Middle  Eastern  Affairs 
Chicago  Ballroom  VIII,  Section  C,  Level  4 
General  Foreign  Policy  Meeting 
Chicago  Ballroom  VIII,  Section  A,  Level  3 

Legislation  & Rules Sheraton  Hotel 

August  23,  10:00  a.m. 

Mayfair  Room,  Level  2 

National  Security  Committees Sheraton  Hotel 

August  22,  9:00  p.m. 

Sheraton  Ballroom  III,  Level  4 

(All  Subcommittee  Rooms  in  Sheraton  Hotel  — 
Meetings  at  9:15  a.m.) 

Military  Affairs  Meeting 
Parlor  C,  Level  3 

General  Security  Ad  Hoc  Subcommittee 
Illinois  Executive  Boardroom,  Level  2 
Aerospace  Committee 
Columbus  A,  Level  3 

Defense  Civil  Preparedness  Committee 
Columbus  B,  Level  3 
Law  and  Order  Committee 
Parlor  F,  Level  3 

Merchant  Marine  Committee 
Parlor  D,  Level  3 

Naval  Affairs  Committee 
Parlor  E,  Level  3 

Resolution  Assignment  Committee  Sheraton  Hotel 

August  20,  9:00  a.m. 

Ohio  Room,  Level  2 

Veterans  Affairs  & Rehabilitation  . . . Sheraton  Hotel 

August  22,  9:00  a.m. 

Sheraton  Ballroom  I,  Level  4 

Claims  & Ratings  and  Hospital  and  Medical 

Semices 

(Joint  Meeting) 

August  23,  9:00  a.m. 
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HE  IMEW  NRA  IS  ABOUT  YOUR  VALUES,  YOUR 


INTERESTS,  YOUR  SPORTING  HERITAGE,  IT'S 


THE  SAFETY  AND  SKILLS  TRAINING,  HUNTER 


“SERVICES  AND  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR 


RECREATIONAL  AND  COMPETITIVE  SHOOTERS  THAT 


REVITALIZE  OUR  TRADITION.  WE'RE  TAKING 


EVERYTHING  WE  ARE  AND  ALL 


WE  DO  TO  WHEREVER  YOU  ARE. 


The  new  NRA  is  for  you. 


Join  us.  Call  1-800-438-4NRA. 


Executive  Vice  President 
National  rifle  Association 


If  Yra 

Cpp 

a Gun! 


Eddie  EagleTM 
REACHES  ALMOST  A 
MILLION  PARENTS  AND 
CHILDREN  EACH  YEAR 
WITH  A FUNDAMENTAL 
GUN-SAFETY  MESSAGE 
THAT  SAVES  LIVES.  IF 
YOU  WANT  THAT 


Don't  Touch, 
leave  the  Area. 
Tell  an  Adult. 


MESSAGE  HEARD  BY 
MORE  EVERY  YEAR, 
SUPPORT  THE  NEW  NRA 


BY  CALLING 


Safety  For  Kids 


I -800-438-4 NR  A. 


Firearms  are  present  in  about  half 
of  all  house  holds  - and  kids  in 
just  as  many.  Tkat’s  why  NRA’s 
revolutionary  Eddie  Eagle  child 
gun-safety  program  teaches  kids 
how  to  avoid  gun  accidents.  If  you 
think  it’s  worthwhile  to  teach 
young  kids  what  to  do  if  they  see  a 
gun,  you’ve  got  an  ally  in  the  new 
NRA  ...  America’s  leader  in  gun 
safety  for  all  ages. 


IF  YOU  BELIEVE  AMERICAN  WOMEN  HAVE  A RIGHT  TO 
APPROPRIATE  SELF-DEFENSE  OPTIONS  AND  THE 
RESPONSIBILITY  TO  EXERCISE  THAT  RIGHT  SAFELY,  THE 
NEW  NRA  IS  FOR  YOU.  CALL  I -800-438-4 NRA  NOW. 
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Plinking  tin  cans.  Busting  clay  pigeons. 
Youngsters  dropping  silhouette  targets  wit 
airguns.  Leisure  shooting  is  one  of 
America’s  favorite  pastimes.  That’s  why  v 
launched  a new  recreational  shooting 
division  - to  welcome  new  friends  to  the 
satisfaction,  camaraderie  and  just  plain  fu 
of  shooting.  One  of  the  hottest  new 
challenges  is  Sporting  Clays,  so  we’re 
traveling  the  country  to  introduce  Sportin 
Clays  to  shotgunners  everywhere. 


Almost  three  of  four  American  womi 
will  he  victims  of  crime  in  their 
lifetimes.  And  more  live  alone,  or 
parent  families  alone,  than  ever  hefor 
But  women  who  choose  to  own  a 
firearm  for  self-protection  don’t  have 
go  it  alone.  Free  NRA  Gun  Safety  ar 
Personal  Protection  Seminars  give 
thousands  information  and  education 
about  the  responsibilities  of  safe  fireai 
handling,  storage  and  use. 


H HARVEST  FOR  HUNTERS 

If  you’re  one  of  America’s  20  million  hunters, 
you  Ilf  ind  a lot  to  like  about  tbe  new  NRA.  Deer  expert  Dick 
idol  leads  tke  way  witk  tbe  NRA  Whitetail  Tour  and 
SuperClinics,  a series  of  standing-room-only  shows  bringing  you 
tbe  latest  state-of-the-art  intelligence  to  develop  your  skills. 
NRA  also  leads  tbe  way  keeping  more  public  bunting  lands  open 
to  hunters  everywhere. 


e new  NRA  is  America’s  driving  force  in  recreational 
DOTING.  IF  YOU  WANT  FUTURE  GENERATIONS  TO  ENJOY  THE 
OLESOME  FUN  OF  LEISURE  SHOOTING,  JOIN  US.  CALL 

30-438-4NRA. 


SuperClinics.  Western  Big  Game  Schools,  national  level  Hunter  Clinics  on  everything  from 

WATERFOWL  TO  PREDATORS  TO  WILD  TURKEY.  WHATEVER  YOUR  GAME,  NRA’S  NEWLY  EXPANDED  HUNTER 

Services  Division  is  another  reason  the  new  NRA  is  for  you.  Join  now.  Call  I-800-438-4NRA. 


Places  Io  Shoot 


!A  IS  RECOGNIZED  AS  NATIONAL  GOVERNING  BODY  FOR  THE 
DOTING  SPORTS  BY  THE  U.S.  OLYMPIC  COMMITTEE,  NRA 
NAGES,  SELECTS  AND  TRAINS  THE  U.S.  SHOOTING  TEAM 
R INTERNATIONAL  COMPETITIONS,  INCLUDING  THE 

ympic  Games.  Support  America's  champions  by 
-LING  1 -800-438-4N RA  TO  JOI N NOW. 


From  competitive  shooters  to 
hunters,  gun  owners  need  safe, 
pleasant  places  to  shoot  if  you  need 
to  find  a shooting  range,  build  one, 
or  bring  yours  up  to  current 
regulations,  NRA  can  help.  Our 
new  expert  Range  Technical  Team 
offers  the  latest  research  on  lead 
and  noise,  OSHA  guidelines, 
health  recommendations,  even 

full-blown  engineering  plans. 

(offioaD. 


GUNRANQE 


992  OFFERS  A RARE  POLITICAL  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  LAWFUL  GUN 
| OWNERS  LIKE  YOU.  AS  MANY  AS  80  TO  120  CONGRESSIONAL  SEATS 
ARE  UP  FOR  GRABS,  PLUS  HUNDREDS  MORE  IN  LOCAL  RACES.  THAT 
MEANS  YOU  CAN  VOTE  A PRO-GUN  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  IN  PLACE 
WELL  INTO  THE  NEXT  CENTURY  ...  IF  YOU  GET  REGISTERED,  GET 
INFORMED,  AND  VOTE!  THE  NRA’S  INSTITUTE  FOR  LEGISLATIVE  ACTION 

HAS  A LONG  RECORD  OF  SECOND  AMENDMENT  

VICTORIES.  But  THIS  YEAR  WE  NEED  YOU  MORE 


THAN  EVER.  CALL  1 -800-438-4  N R A TO  JOIN  TODAY.” 


Put  Armed  Criminals  Hwhy-Td  Keep  Your  Gun  Ribhts  Free. 

Armed  criminals  aren't  just  the  greatest  threat  to  your  life  an  Jf  ami  ly.  They’  re 
also  the  single  greatest  threat  to  your  right  to  own  a gun.  It  is  their  violent 
misuse  of  firearms  that  makes  your  firearms  the  target  of  anti-gun  groups. 
That'  s w hy  th  e new  NRAh  as  launched  CrimeStrike,  a coalition  of  police, 
victims  and  citizens  like  you  to 
get  tough  where  the  system 
is  soft  on  crime.  Through 
legislative  action,  volunteer 
trial  -watch  programs,  victim 
assistance  and  grassroots 
advocacy,  we’re  going  to  slam 
the  door  on  the  failed  criminal 
justice  system.  If  you’ve  had 
enough  attacks  on  your  gun 
ri  ghts  in  the  name  of  a ‘war 
on  crime,’  join  us. 

Call  1-800-438-4NRA  now. 


James  J.  Baker 

Executive  Director  of 
NRA’s  Institute  for 
Legislative  Action 


Your  *25  Gives  You  More  Than  Ever  Before. 

Black  with  gold  NRA  logo  shooter  s cap  *12  issues  of  either  the  American  Rifleman  or  American  Hunter 
magazine  • NRA  no-annual-fee,  15.9%  APR  VISA  card  (for  qualified  individuals)*  • Memhers-only 
insurance  benefits  • Effective  legislative  representation  on  the  federal,  state  and  local  levels  • 

NRA  window  decal  And  much  more! 


You  can  charge  your  $25  annual  membership  to  your  VISA  or  MasterCard,  or  we  can  hill  you  later. 


'The  transaction  lee  lor  cash  advances  is  S3  00  ihe  annual  percentage  rate  lor  all  cash  advances  except  oalance-transier  checks  rs  18%  The  annual  percentage  rale  lor  oalance-tn 


1992  Reunions  and  Dinners 


Twenty  and  Four 

Bismarck  Hotel 

Pre-Bivouac  — Thursday,  August  20: 

Medill  Room 

Bivouac  — Friday,  August  21 : Maximilian  Room 
Banquet  — Friday,  August  21: 

Walnut  Room  - 6:30  p.m. 

Historians’  and  Founders’ 

Luncheon  & Meeting 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Luncheon  — Saturday,  August  22 
Mayfair  Room,  Level  II  - 12:00  noon 

ANAVICUS 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force 
Veterans  in  Canada 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Breakfast  Meeting  — Sunday,  August  23 
Chicago  Ballroom  VIII  & IX  - 7:00  a.m. 

National  Organization  of  World 
War  Nurses  Reunion 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Monday,  August  24 

Parlor  E,  Level  III  - 11:00  a.m. 

FODPAL 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Breakfast  Meeting  - Monday,  August  24 
Sheraton  Ballroom  IV  & V - 7:00  a.m. 

National  Sgt.-at-Arms  Club 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
General  Meeting  - Monday,  August  24 
Mississippi  Room  - 10:30  .am. 

Luncheon  - Monday,  August  24 
Ohio  Room  - 12:00  noon 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 

States  Dinner  — Wednesday,  August  26 

Grand  Ballroom  - 7th  floor 

540  N.  Michigan  - 7:30  p.m. 

Past  Department 
Commanders  Club 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Luncheon  — Monday,  August  24 
Chicago  Ballroom  IX  & X - 12:15  p.m. 

National  Commander’s  Banquet 
for  Distinguished  Guests 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Tuesday,  August  25 

Sheraton  Ballroom  IV  & V and  Chicago  Ball- 
room VI  & VII 

301  East  North  Water  Street 
7:30  p.m. 

Eight  and  Forty 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 

Installation  Dinner  — Saturday,  August  29 

7:00  p.m. 

National  American  Legion 
Press  Association  (NALPA) 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Breakfast  - Saturday,  August  22 
(Executive  Board  members  only) 

Potomac  Room  - Level  II 
8:00  a.m. 

Meeting  - Saturday,  August  22 
Chicago  Ballroom  VI 
3:00  p.m. 

Banquet  - Monday,  August  24 
Superior  A & B,  Level  II 
7:00  p.m. 
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Standing  Rules  of  the  National  Convention 

The  following  are  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  National  Convention  as  contained 
in  the  “UNIFORM  CODE  OF  PROCEDURE  FOR  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF 
NATIONAL  CONVENTIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION,”  authorized  under 
Article  V,  Section  6,  of  the  National  Constitution  of  The  American  Legion. 

STANDING  RULES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


1 . Robert's  Revised  Rules  of  Order  shall  be  the  authority 
on  parliamentary  procedure,  with  the  following  modifi- 
cations: 

2.  A delegate  desiring  to  make  a motion  or  address  the 
Convention,  shall  rise,  address  the  Chair  as  “Mr.  Com- 
mander" and  state  his  name  and  the  name  of  the  Depart- 
ment before  proceeding. 

3.  Debate  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes  for  each 
speaker. 

4.  Debate  on  any  one  subject  presented  to  the  Convention 
shall  be  limited  to  two  hours  except  under  such  special 
rule  as  the  Convention  shall  adopt  prior  to  debate. 

5.  But  two  delegates  from  any  one  delegation  shall  be 
permitted  the  floor  on  any  one  question.  Where  dis- 
agreement exists  within  a delegation  one  delegate  shall 
be  permitted  to  speak  on  each  side  of  the  question.  Upon 
a division  of  the  question,  however,  this  rule  shall  be 
applied  separately  for  each  division. 

6.  The  floor  shall  be  permitted  but  once  to  any  individual 
delegate  on  any  one  question,  except  by  a two-thirds 
vote  of  the  Convention.  Chairman  of  Convention  Com- 
mittees may  speak  as  frequently  as  may  be  necessary 
in  connection  with  the  reports  of  their  committees.  The 
Presiding  Officer  shall  not  entertain  any  motion  which 
will  curtail  further  debate  without  affording  the  Com- 
mittee Chairman  an  opportunity  for  rebuttal. 

7.  Decisions  on  Rules  of  Debate  or  parliamentary  order  by 
the  Presiding  Officer  may  be  subject  to  appeal  by  any 
two  delegates  under  a Point  of  Order.  Such  appeal  shall 
take  precedence  over  any  pending  questions  and  shall 
be  decided  forthwith.  An  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  shall  be  put  to  the  Convention  on  the 
question:  “Shall  the  Chair  be  sustained?” 

8.  When  the  poll  of  any  Department  Delegation  is  de- 
manded by  a delegate  of  such  Department,  the  Con- 
vention Secretary  shall  poll  the  vote  without  discussion 
of  the  question  being  voted  upon. 

9.  On  the  Roll  Calls,  the  delegation  Chairman  shall  poll 
his  delegation  on  the  floor  and  announce  its  vote. 

10.  In  the  event  a delegation  secretary  is  not  an  accredited 
delegate  or  alternate,  he  shall  be  seated  with  his 
delegation. 


1 1 . Past  National  Commanders’  votes  shall  be  cast  with  their 
delegations. 

12.  Only  accredited  delegates  or  their  alternates,  shall  par- 
ticipate, directly  or  indirectly,  in  a viva  voce  vote  on  any 
subject  before  the  Convention. 

13.  Department  delegations  may  arrive  at  a vote  in  such 
manner  as  they  choose,  but  shall  announce  it  in  the 
terms  of  full  units  and  not  in  terms  of  a fractional  part 
of  a vote.  The  vote  of  any  delegate  absent  and  not 
represented  by  an  alternate  shall  be  cast  by  the  majori- 
ty of  the  delegates  present  from  his  Department. 

14.  There  shall  be  no  unit  rule  of  voting. 

15.  Voting  shall  be  by  acclamation,  except  when  a Roll 
Call  is  demanded  by  the  Chairman  of  at  least  three 
Departments.  Election  of  National  Officers  shall  be  by 
roll  call. 

16.  1 n the  event  a Depa  rtment  has  not  provided  the  method 
by  which  alternates  shall  be  designated  to  serve  in  the 
place  of  absent  delegates,  the  Chairman  of  the  delega- 
tion shall  make  such  designation. 

17.  Prior  to  the  election  of  National  Officers,  the  National 
Commander  shall  appoint,  subject  to  approval  of 
the  Convention,  a Judge  of  Election  and  such  num- 
ber of  tellers  as  he  deems  necessary,  provided  that 
the  total  tellers  so  appointed  shall  be  an  odd  num- 
ber. In  a contested  election  each  candidate  going 
to  the  ballot  shall  be  entitled  to  one  teller  of  his 
choice. 

18.  Nominations  for  National  Officers  shall  be  from  the 
floor  on  Roll  Call  of  the  Departments  alphabetically 
arranged.  Each  Department  may  present  as  many  can- 
didates as  it  chooses. 

19.  Nominations  speeches  for  National  Officers  shall  be 
limited  to  five  minutes  each.  Not  more  than  two  sec- 
onding speeches  shall  be  made  for  any  candidate, 
and  said  speeches  shall  be  limited  to  three  min- 
utes. 

20.  When  more  than  two  candidates  are  nominated  for 
any  office,  balloting  shall  continue  until  one  candi- 
date receives  a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Conven- 
tion, except  in  the  election  of  National  Vice  Com- 
manders. 
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21.  In  a contested  election  for  National  Vice  Commanders, 
balloting  shall  continue  until  (a)  majorities  and  (b) 
pluralities  are  established  for  one  or  more  candidates 
under  the  following  provisions: 

If,  on  any  ballot  taken,  less  than  five  candidates 
receive  the  necessary  majority  to  elect,  the  candi- 
date or  candidates  receiving  a majority  vote  shall  be 
declared  elected  and  a new  ballot  shall  be  taken  for 
the  remaining  number  of  places  to  be  filled.  The 
candidate  receiving  the  lowest  number  of  votes  on 
the  preceding  ballot  shall  be  disqualified;  except 
should  two  candidates  remain  to  fill  one  place,  a new 
ballot  shall  be  taken. 

22.  The  Convention  will  nominate  and  elect  a National 
Commander,  and  five  National  Vice  Commanders,  in 
this  sequence. 

23.  At  the  conclusion  of  balloting  on  National  Vice  Com- 
manders, each  Department  Delegation  Chairman  shall 
deliver  a written  ballot  to  the  tellers.  Such  ballots  shall 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  tellers  before  communication  is 
made  to  the  National  Commander  for  announcement 
of  the  results. 

24.  Those  recognized  by  the  National  Commander  shall  be 
entitled  to  a respectful  hearing,  and  the  Chair  shall  have 
the  authority  to  clear  the  gallery  or  the  floor  or  have  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  escort  from  the  Convention  any  one 
creating  a disturbance  or  interfering  with  orderly 
procedure. 

25.  None  of  the  above  rules  shall  be  construed  as  prevent- 
ing an  alternate  delegate  from  serving  on  a Convention 
committee. 

26.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  voting  strength  of  the 
Convention  is  necessary  for  suspension  of  the  standing 
rules  of  the  Convention. 

27.  Any  amendment  to  any  resolution  or  report  originating 
on  the  floor  shall  be  presented  in  writing  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Presiding  Officer  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
troduction of  such  amendment. 

28.  Special  rules  applying  to  specific  issues  or  order  of 
business  shall  be  written  and  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention by  the  Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  for 
adoption  by  majority  vote  at  least  one  hour  before  such 
issue,  or  order,  is  to  be  considered  unless  such 
rule  is  agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  final 
session. 

Special  rules  shall  prevail  only  in  the  Convention  adopt- 
ing them. 

Any  delegate  may  apply  for  a special  rule  to  the  Legisla- 
tion and  Rules  Committee  or  may  appeal  to  the  Con- 
vention for  such  special  rule  provided  the  rule  be 
presented  in  writing,  be  read  once  from  the  platform, 
and  shall  lay  upon  the  table  at  least  one  hour  before  the 
vote  thereon  is  taken. 


Congratulations 

on  your 


74th 

National 

Convention 


Keystone  Uniform  Cap  Corp. 

Manufacturers  of  Quality  Uniform  Headwear 

428  North  13th  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19123 
(215)  922-5493-4 
FAX  1-215-922-5161 
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BEST  WISHES 
on  your 

74th 

National  Convention 


Printed  Products  Co.,  Inc. 
Harrisonville,  Missouri 


We  are  proud  to  be  one  of  the  suppliers  to 
The  American  Legion  and  the  nations  veterans 
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Youth  Leaders  Attend 
Convention 


Oratorical 


Ryan  Andrew  Beeney 
Newark,  Ohio 
Player  of  the  Year 


Mark  Wesley  Gibson 
Valrico,  Florida 
Scout  of  the  Year 


Kerri  L.  Ruttenberg 
Columbia,  Maryland 
National  Oratorical  Contest 

Baseball 


Scouts 


Boys  Nation 


David  W.  Henderson 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
Boys  Nation  President 
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Chairman  Vice  Chairman 


Earnest  N.  Schmit 


Edward  Yorukoff 


Bobby  D.  Mahaffey 


William  F.  Rochford 


Wendell  G.  Williams 


Leonard  B.  Zimmerman 


1992 

National 

Convention 

Commission 


Allen  L.  Titus 
Chairman 

Distinguished  Guests 


Daniel  R.  O’Sullivan 
Consultant 


John  T.  Smith 
Consultant 


H.  Melvin  Napier 
Advisory 


Robert  N.  Ford 
Advisory 


Richard  M.  Pedro 
Advisory 


Nicholas  S.  Livas 
Nat’l  Commander’s 
Representative 


Donald  R.  Schroedl 
Chairman,  Liaison 


E.  Lawson  Schwope 
Liaison 


Frank  C.  Bottigliero 
Liaison 


Silas  M.  Noel 
Liaison 


Archie  Pozzi,  Jr. 
Liaison 


Dr.  Charles  Vawter,  Jr. 
Ex-officio 


37 


Patriotic  Memorial  Service 

Sheraton  Ballroom  IV  & V and 
Chicago  Ballroom  VI  & VII,  Level  4 
Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 

Sunday,  August  23,  1992  — 11:00  a.m. 


Musical  Prelude 

Chord-Ayers 

Welcome 

Pastor  Morris  A.  Keirn  (IM) 
Department  Chaplain 
Dept,  of  Indiana 

Presentation  of  Colors 
Durie  Miller  Post  915 
1st  Division  Color  Guard 
Dept,  of  Illinois 

Pledge  of  Allegiance 
Hymn 

“Joyful,  Joyful,  We  Adore  Thee” 

Memorial  Prayer 

Mrs.  Harrell  Boedeker  (MO) 
National  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Memorial  Message 

“They  Made  a Memory” 

Rev.  Donal  M.  “Jack”  Squires  (WV) 

National  Chaplain 

Placing  of  Memorial  Wreaths 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  (PA), 

National  Commander 
Robert  W.  Spanogle  (Ml), 

National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 

Mrs.  Edward  J.  Yankovick,  Sr.  (PA), 

National  President 

Mrs.  Melvin  Junge  (OH),  National  Secretary 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady  (OH),  Le  Chapeau  Nationale 
Mrs.  Helen  Moore  (IM),  La  Secretaire  Caissiere 
Eight  and  Forty 

Eugene  L.  Sacco  (CA),  National  Commander 
Woodrow  L.  Mudge  (CO),  National  Adjutant 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 


Reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 

Scripture:  Psalms  67 
Rev.  F.  Robert  Davidson  (Ml) 
Past  National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 

Scripture:  Matthew  20:8-16 
Viola  Miller  (IL) 

Department  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Musical  Selection 

Chord-Ayers 


Silent  Moment  of  Meditation 


Taps 

Michael  R.  Huff  (IL)  Bugler 
Ed  Periu  (IL)  Echo 

Hymn 

“God  Bless  America” 

Benediction 

Rev.  Robert  I.  Augustine  (IL) 
Department  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 

Retirement  of  Colors 
Postlude 
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The  American  Legion 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Illinois 


Nicholas  S.  Livas 
President/General  Chairman 


James  J.  Charleston 
Vice  President/Operations 


Arthur  E.  Rawers 
Treasurer 


Jules  Corbett 
Assistant  Treasurer 


Frank  Bottigliero 
Member 


Eugene  F.  Lewaniak,  Sr. 
Secretary 


Vincent  M.  Gaughan 
Member 


John  H.  Geiger 
Member 


Albert  Keller,  Jr. 
Member 


Vincent  Sanzotta 
Assistant  Secretary 


C.  Frank  Johnston 
Member 


James  Kissner 
Member 


Ronald  Neville 

Gen.  Counsel/Registered  Agent 


Anthony  J.  Carmen 
Member 


Rae  Shaw 
Member 
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Chicago  That  Wonderful  Town’ 
Especially  for  Legionnaires 


Chicago  is  the  melting  pot  of  the 
Midwest.  It  is  a city  of  neighborhoods. 
Chinatown.  Greektown.  And  Little  Italy, 
to  mention  a few. 

As  Chicago  welcomes  the  American 
Legion  74th  National  Convention,  Aug. 
21-27,  it  boasts  a wealth  of  attractions. 
From  the  natural  beauty  of  26  miles  of 
Lake  Michigan  beaches  to  the 
architectural  wonders  of  within  “the 
Loop"  area  in  downtown,  Chicago 
offers  something  for  all  tastes. 

Because  most  of  the  National 
Convention  activities  will  take  place  in 
the  Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  and 
Towers,  Legionnaires  will  be  near  many 
of  the  Chicago  attractions. 

Chicago  has  more  than  20  major 
museums  and  more  than  30  art 
galleries,  including  Chicago’s  Children’s 
Museum  and  the  Museum  of  Science 
and  Industry.  Visitors  to  the  Museum  of 
Science  and  Industry  push  buttons, 
turn  cranks  and  lift  levers  to  see,  listen 
and  learn  about  the  impact  of  science 
on  day-to-day  life.  The  museum 
features  the  Apollo  8 Command 
Module,  a working  coal  mine,  a 
captured  WWIi  German  submarine  and 
a 16-foot-high  model  of  a human 
heart. 

Chicago  is  also  home  to  the  John  G. 
Shedd  Aquarium,  the  world’s  largest 
indoor  aquarium,  within  a 90,000- 
gallon  water  exhibit  feature  more  than 


4,5000  fresh  and  saltwater  specimens. 

A walk  around  the  downtown  “Loop” 
will  reveal  some  of  the  nation’s  most 
intriguing  sculptures.  One  of  these 
unique  twists  of  art  was  even  created 
by  Pablo  Picasso.  In  addition  to  the 
sculptures,  turn  of  the  century 
landmarks,  such  as  the  Water  Tower 
Pumping  Station,  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  today’s  premiere 
architecture,  such  as  the  110-story 
Sears  Tower. 

The  Water  Tower  Pumping  Station, 
located  within  walking  distance  of  most 
National  Convention  activities,  shows 
“The  Great  Chicago  Adventure,”  a 45- 
minute  slide  show  about  the  Windy 
City. 

For  sports  fans,  the  Chicago  White 
Sox  will  be  in  town  during  the 
convention  week,  playing  the  Texas 
Rangers  and  Kansas  City  Royals  in  the 
new  Comiskey  Park.  On  Sunday 
evening,  Aug.  23,  the  Chicago  Bears 
will  play  an  exhibition  game  against  the 
Pittsburgh  Steelers  at  Soldiers  Field. 
While  the  Chicago  Cubs  won’t  be  in 
town  during  the  convention  week, 
diehard  baseball  fans  can  still  tour  the 
historic  Wrigley  Field. 

If  it’s  top-of-the  line  shopping  you 
seek,  Chicago’s  retail  rival  to  Rodeo 
Drive  is  the  Magnificient  Mile,  which 
stretches  north  from  Chicago  River  to 
Oak  Street.  The  Magnificient  Mile 


BRANDED  EMBLEM  CO. 


O Schiffli  and  Multihead 
emblems 

O In-house  Art  Dept. 

O State-of-the-art  tape  and 
digitizing  equipment 
O Direct  Embroidery 


Quality 

Embroidered 

Emblems 

for  over  20  years! 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  OR  WRITE 


BRANDED  EMBLEM  CO. 

7920  FOSTER,  OVERLAND  PARK,  KS.  662CV 
PHONE:  1-800-747-7920  FAX:  (913)  648-744^ 


features  more  than  80  restaurants  and 
a variety  of  specialty  shops. 

Chicago  never  seems  to  rest. 
There’s  always  something  happening  in 
Chicago.  For  example,  Aug.  22  the 
North  Pier  Clambake  will  take  place  on 
North  Pier,  near  the  Sheraton.  The 
clambake  is  a day  of  entertainment 
and  clam  cuisine.  Bring  your  appetite. 

In  addition  to  Chicago’s  “very  own” 
attractions,  the  Legion  is  putting  on  its 
own  shows.  On  Sunday,  Aug.  23, 

14,000  parade  participants,  and  up  to 
100  vehicles  will  be  part  of  the  Legion 
parade.  And  the  Convention  Festival 
will  be  Monday,  Aug.  24,  from  3 p.m.  to 
9 p.m.  at  the  Navy  Pier.  Singer 
Rosemary  Clooney  headlines  the 
Festival  entertainment  with  WWIl-era 
songs.  □ 


Display 

Your 

Colors 

with 

Pride! 


Don’t  let  worn  or 
faded  colors  spoil 
^ your  presentation. 
A complete  line  of  U.S.  and  Post 
colors,  outdoor  flag  sets  and 
accessories  are  available  through 
Emblem  Sales  Division. 


PARADE  AND  INDOOR  DISPLAY  FLAGS 


(See  Page  4-11  in 
the  1992  Emblem  Catalog.) 


Annin  & Co. 


Roseland.N.J. 


Official  Flag  Supplier 
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Committee  Chairmen  of  The  American  Legion 
National  Convention  Corporation  of  Illinois 


William  Skoumal 
Exhibits 


Edward  R.  Czaja 
Public  Relations 


Anthony  J.  Carmen 


Contests 


Bernard  Cole 
Memorial  Service 


Edward  Kile 

Registration  & Information 


Rufus  LaRue 

8 et  40 


Norma  Williams 


Hospitality 


August  Martorana 
Parade 


Edward  Karas 
Transportation 


Andrew  J.  Mosley 
Provost 


Don  Dausinas 


Distinguished  Guests 


Earnest  Bastiani 


Safety 


Peter  G.  Schurla 


Shirley  Jones 
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The  Water  Tower  Pumping  Station  as  seen  at  night  was  built  in  1869  to 
supply  Chicago  with  drinking  water  pumped  from  Lake  Michigan.  It  was 
one  of  the  few  buildings  in  Chicago  to  survive  the  Great  Fire  in  1871. 
Located  at  the  intersection  of  Michigan  and  Chicago  Avenue,  It  is  used 
as  an  administrative  offices  for  the  Chicago  Tourism  Council. 


Center  is  the  world’s  tallest  all-electric  commercial  and  residential 
building  and  the  fifth  tallest  building  overall.  Taking  five  million  man 
hours  to  build,  the  tops  houses  transmitters  for  several  Chicago  TV  and 
FM  radio  stations. 

The  95th  floor  restaurant  offers  a panoramic  view  of  the  “Windy  City” 
and  Lake  Michigan.  It  is  the  world’s  highest  bi-level  gourmet  restaurant 
and  lounge. 


SPONSOR 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
CRIME  PREVENTION  PROGRAM 
IN  YOUR  COMMUNITY 

For  futher  information  write: 

National  Security-Foreign  Relations  Division 
1608  K Street  N W. 

Washington,  D C.  20006 
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Photo  Credit:  Chicago  Convention  & Tourism  Bureau. 


The  answers  to  why  nearly  100,000  Paid-Up  Members 
have  already  said,  “Ifs  a good  deal!” 


nhat  is  a 

Daid-Up-For-Life  Membership? 

t’s  a merriDersnip  you  purchase  with  a lump 
ium  that  makes  you  a Paid-Up-For-Life  Mem- 
ler  of  the  American  Legion.  Joining  the  nearly 
00,000  who’ve  already  become  Paid-Up-For- 
jfe  Members  assures  you  of  all  the  benefits  of 
American  Legion  membership  for  life,  with  no 
idditional  future  payment  — no  matter  how 
nuch  the  cost  of  your  benefits  may  go  up. 

What  if  my  Post’s  dues  increase? 

You’re  already  covered.  One  of  the  best  parts  of  a Paid-Up-For-Life 
Membership  is  that  it  automatically  includes  any  dues  increases.  So, 
10  matter  what  inflation  does,  you  never  have  to  pay  another  penny 
n dues. 

Joes  Paid  Up  For  Life  mean  my  insurance  is  paid  up  too? 

J0.  Flowever,  if  you  have  American  Legion  Life  Insurance,  you  won’t 
:ver  have  to  be  concerned  about  your  insurance  being  cancelled 
lecause  you  forget  to  pay  your  dues  one  year.  You’re  paid  up  for  life, 
'ou  still  must  pay  your  insurance  premium  when  it  is  due. 

What  about  my  subscription  to 
The  American  Legion  Magazine? 

t s paid-up,  too,  and  you’ll  continue  to  receive  monthly  issues  for  life. 

How  do  people  know  I’m  paid  up  for  life? 

)nce  the  cost  of  your  membership  has  been  paid  in  full,  you  will 
eceive  a permanent  plastic  card  identifying  you  as  a Paid-Up-For-Life 
Member.  You  will  also  receive  an  annual  membership  card  each  year, 
it  no  additional  cost. 

Who  is  eligible? 

\ny  member  in  good  standing  (with  dues  paid  for  the  current  calendar  year). 

How  do  I join  the  program? 

fbu  can  purchase  the  program  only  through  your  Post.  Just  contact 
'our  Post  Adjutant  or  Finance  Officer. 

How  much  will  it  cost  me? 

/our  cost  is  based  on  two  factors  — your  age  and  the  amount  of  your 
3ost’s  dues,  at  the  time  you  purchase  your  Paid-Up-For-Life  Member- 
ship. (You  can  use  the  rate  schedule  on  the  back  of  this  brochure  to 
determine  your  exact  cost.) 


Do  I have  to  pay  the 
full  amount  all  at  once? 

No.  You  may  take  up  to  12  months  to  pay.  At 
least  10%  of  your  total  cost  must  accompany 
your  application. 

What  kind  of  payment 
is  accepted? 

You  may  pay  by  check,  Master  Charge  (Master 
Card)  or  VISA. 

Where  does  my  money  go? 

National  Headquarters  maintains  a special  Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership 
trust.  Money  from  this  trust  can  be  used  only  to  pay  annual  dues 
each  year  to  your  Post,  Department,  and  National  Headquarters.  The 
trust  automatically  covers  any  dues  increases. 

What  if  I want  to  transfer 
to  another  Post? 

Usually,  there’s  no  problem.  Paid-Up-For-Life  Members  may  trans- 
fer from  a Post  in  one  participating  Department  to  a participating 
Post  in  another  Department.  (Only  a very  few  Departments  do  not 
have  this  plan  available,  and  some  Posts  in  those  Departments 
accept  transfers.) 

Are  there  ever  any  refunds? 

Refunds  will  be  made  ONLY  if  the  member’s  Post  Charter  is  cancelled 
and/or  the  member  cannot  complete  a Paid-Up-For-Life  transfer. 

Is  a Paid-Up-For-Life  Member 
the  same  as  a Life  Member? 

No.  A Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  is  purchased,  while  a Life  Member- 
ship is  honorary  and  provided  by  the  member’s  Post.  A Post  may, 
however,  find  purchasing  Paid-Up-For-Life  Memberships,  on  behalf  of 
honorees,  the  most  economical  way  to  provide  Life  Memberships.  This 
in  no  way  affects  the  member’s  Honorary  Life  Membership  status. 

Fill  out  this  coupon  or  a facsimile  and  mail  to:  The  American  Legion 
National  Headquarters,  PUFL,  PO  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

Please  send  me  additional  information  on  how  I can  become  a 

“Paid  Up  for  Life”  Member 

Name 

Address 

City State 

Member  of  Post  Number 

Dept,  of 


Parade  Information 

The  American  Legion  74th  National  Convention 

Chicago,  Illinois 


DATE: 

August  23,  1992 

TIME: 

2:00  P.M. 


ROUTE: 

Commencing  at  Dearborn  and 
Van  Buren,  north  to  Wacker  Dr., 
east  on  Wacker  Dr.  to  disbanding 
area  at  Wacker  and  State. 


FORMATION  AREA: 

Escort  Division 

Dearborn  and  Van  Buren,  south 
to  Congress  Expressway. 

Divisions  I thru  VIII 

Dearborn  and  Van  Buren,  east 
and  west  of  Dearborn. 


DISABANDING  AREA: 

East  Wacker  Dr.  and  State  St. 

REVIEWING  STAND: 

Northeast  corner  of  Adams  and 
Dearborn. 
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Parade  Order 

The  American  Legion  National  Convention  Parade 

Sunday,  August  23,  1992 
2:00  P.M. 


HONORARY  MARSHAL 
The  Hon.  Richard  M.  Daley 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Chicago 
City  Hall,  121  M.  Lasalle  St. 
Chicago,  IL  60602 


GRAND  MARSHAL 

Major  General  Donald  W.  Lynn 
Adjutant  General 
Illinois  National  Gurad 
1301  N.  MacArthur  Blvd. 
Springfield,  IL  62702-2399 


HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

Robert  S.  Turner 
907  Treecrest  Pkwy. 

Decatur,  GA  30035 


Brig.  General  R.  L.  Fuhrman,  GSA 
Commanding  General 

DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHALS 

Brig.  General  Harold  E.  Keistler, 

Rear  Adm.  Robert  E.  Sloncen, 
GSCGR 

G.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

ILANG 

Senior  Reserve  Officer,  Pacific 

111  North  Canal  St. 

Commander,  126th  AREFW 

G.S.  Coast  Guard 

Chicago,  IL  60606 

PO.  Box  66466 

2250  E.  25th  St. 

Rear  Adm.  Grant  T.  Hollett,  Jr.,  GSN 
Cherry  Electric  Products 
3600  Sunset  Avenue 
Waukegan,  IL  60087 

O’ Hare  ARFF,  IL  60666-0488 

Yuma,  AZ  85365 

Col.  R.D.  Fleming,  GSMC 
Commanding  Officer 
Marine  Air  Control  Group  48 
Naval  Air  Station 
Glenview,  IL  60026 

DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 

PARADE  CHAIRMAN 

COORDINATOR 

Edward  Karas 

Lt.  Kenneth  H.  Cronk,  GSN 

5881  N.  Harlem  Ave. 

Special  Assistant  for  Public  Affairs 

Chicago,  IL  60631 

Commander  Naval  Training  Center 

Building  One  - Room  B25 

Great  Lakes,  IL  60088-5000 
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Parade  Order 


The  official  parade  of  the  74th  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  will  be  governed  by  instructions  contained  herein  toqether  with 
the  Organization  and  March  Timetable  and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Map  which  are  made  a part  hereof  together  with 


1.  TIME: 

(All  times  in  these  orders  are  Central  Daylight  Time.) 

(A)  The  leading  element  of  the  parade  will  move  from  the 
"Initial  Point,”  (Dearborn  and  Van  Buren)  promptly  at  2:00 
P.M.,  Sunday,  August  23,  regardless  of  weather. 

(B)  The  time  and  place  of  assembly  for  each  Department  or 
element  of  the  parade  will  be  shown  in  detail  on  the  Orga- 
nization and  March  Timetable,  a copy  of  which  has  been 
sent  to  each  Department  Parade  Chairman.  A Meeting  of 
all  Department  Parade  Chairmen  will  be  held  at  1 :00  P.M., 
Saturday,  August  22,  1992,  in  Chicago  Ballroom  VI  of 
the  Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers. 

(C)  A Parade  Official  will  direct  Departments  and  elements  of 
the  parade  to  their  assigned  assembly  area.  He  will  advise 
all  bus  drivers  of  the  route  to  follow  to  the  disbanding  area. 

(D)  Because  of  the  nature  of  the  assembly  area,  accurate 
logistics  are  essential.  Promptness  in  arrival  at  the  assem- 
bly area  is  mandatory. 

2.  ROUTE: 

Commencing  at  Dearborn  and  Van  Buren  to  Wacker  Dr., 
east  on  Wacker  Dr.  to  State  St. 

3.  ASSEMBLY  AREA: 

Dearborn  from  Congress  Expressway  north  to  Van  Buren. 
Also  on  Van  Buren  east  and  west  of  Dearborn. 

(A)  Recommended  Walking  Area  — For  those  who  will  walk  to 
the  Assembly  Area  — Proceed  south  on  State  St.  to  Van 
Buren  and  west  on  Van  Buren  to  Dearborn. 

(B)  Additional  instructions  for  each  Department  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  Parade  Committee  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Department  Parade  Chairmen  on  Saturday,  Auqust  22. 

(C)  FLOAT  ASSEMBLY  AREA  WILL  BE  ANNOUNCED. 

4.  ORGANIZATION: 

(A)  All  elements  have  been  assigned  to  Divisions,  each  under 
the  direction  of  the  Parade  Officials.  The  composition  of 
these  Divisions,  Order  of  March  and  time  and  place  of 
assembly  is  shown  on  the  Organization  and  March  Timeta- 
bles and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Map  supplied  to 
the  Department  Parade  Chairman. 

(B)  All  Department  of  Defense  Units  will  be  governed  by 
applicable  regulations. 

(C)  Each  Department  Commander  or  appointed  parade  rep- 
resentative will  be  responsible  for  the  Order  of  March  and 
promptness  of  arrival  at  the  assembly  area  of  all  units  of  his 
Department.  All  units  will  conform  to  the  following  dis- 
tribution and  formation: 

(1)  MASSED  COLORS:  eight  (8)  abreast 

All  American  Flags,  the  Department  and  Post  Colors  of 
each  Department  and  the  Department  and  Unit  Col- 
ors of  each  Department  of  the  Auxiliary  will  be  massed 
at  the  head  of  each  Department  Delegation  in  that 
order. 

(2)  American  Legion  units  within  Departments  will  march 
in  formation  eight  (8)  abreast,  one  and  one-half  yards 
between  ranks. 

(3)  BANDS  AND  DRUM  CORPS:  As  directed  by  Drum 
Majors,  but  not  to  exceed  eight  (8)  abreast. 


(4)  Authorized  floats  and  automobiles  in  single  column. 
No  unauthorized  floats  or  automobiles  will  be  allowed 
to  participate.  All  vehicles  participating  in  the  parade 
must  be  equipped  with  identifying  signs  on  sides 
thereof  and  must  also  carry  an  “OFFICIAL  CAR” 
sticker  on  the  windshield. 

(5)  Absolutely  NO  manuevers  except  for  a forward  move- 
ment. Marching  units,  bands,  Color  Guards  and  Drill 
Teams  must  abide  by  this  regulation. 


■ (D)  DISTANCES: 

( 1 ) Between  Divisions 30  yards 

(2)  Between  Departments  20  yards 

(3)  Between  elements  of  a Department 10  yards 

5.  DISBANDING  AREA: 

Corner  of  Wacker  Dr.  and  State  St.. 

6.  OFFICIAL  REVIEWING  STAND: 


The  official  Reviewing  Stand  will  be  located  on  the  North- 
east corner  of  Adams  and  Dearborn. 

Elements  will  render  a salute  to  the  National  Commander 
while  passing  the  Reviewing  Stand  (eyes  right). 

7.  ELIGIBILITY  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  PARADE  AND 
CONDUCT  OF  PARTICIPANTS: 

(A)  Pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the 
National  Convention  Commission  at  Miami  Beach  on 
March  12,  1970,  there  will  be  no  participation  of  any  vehi- 
cles, equipment  or  items  of  wearing  apparel  of  the  40  et  8. 
This  regulation  will  be  enforced  by  the  Parade  Committee 
of  the  1992  Convention  Corporation. 

(B)  With  exception  of  police,  military  and  naval  escort,  and 
distinguished  guests,  eligibility  to  participate  in  the  Parade 
is  limited  to  the  members  of  The  American  Legion  and  the 
uniformed  bodies  of  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  sub- 
ject to  restriction  of  the  following  activities  which  shall  be 
prohibited  in  the  line  of  march: 

(1 ) The  drinking  of  or  simulated  drinking  of  intoxicants. 

(2)  Participants  under  the  influence  of  intoxicants. 

(3)  Use  of  water  pistols  and  electric  shocking  devices. 

(4)  Female  impersonators. 

(5)  Firecrackers  and  any  other  explosives. 

(6)  Any  presentation  or  representation  either  immoral  or 
in  bad  taste. 

(7)  Distribution  of  souvenirs,  promotional  or  advertising 
materials,  either  from  floats  or  by  marching  units. 

(C)  Violators  of  any  of  the  above  rules  will  be  dismissed  from 
the  parade  immediately. 

8.  FIRST  AID  STATIONS: 

First  Aid  Stations  will  be  established  in  the  assembly  area 
and  at  intervals  along  the  line  of  march. 

9.  PARKING  OF  CHARTERED  OR  POST  BUSES: 

After  unloading  at  the  assigned  area,  buses  will  proceed  to 
the  assigned  disbanding  area.  Parade  Officials  will  direct 
marchers  to  their  parked  bus  or  buses.  (PERSONAL 
BELONGINGS  AND  ALL  EQUIPMENT  MUST  BE 
REMOVED  FROM  THE  BUSES  WHEN  UNLOADING  AT 
THE  ASSEMBLY  AREA.) 
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March  Order 


ESCORT  DIVISION  — Assemble  at  Dearborn  and  Van  Buren,  south  to 
Congress  Expressway 

Assemble  at  1:15  P.M.  in  Area  1 — Departure  at  2:00  P.M. 

A.  Chicago  Police  Motorcycle  Escort 

B.  Chicago  Fire  Department 

C.  Cook  County  Sheriffs  Department 

D.  Illinois  State  Police 

E.  Honorary  Marshal  — Mayor  Richard  Daley 

F.  United  States  4th  Army  Band.  Fort  Sheridan,  Illinois 

G.  Grand  Marshal  — Major  General  Donald  W.  Lynn 

H.  Honorary  Grand  Marshal  — Robert  S.  Turner,  Past  National 
Commander 

I.  Deputy  Grand  Marshals 

J.  United  States  Marine  Corps  Color  Guard  & Marching  Unit 

K.  United  States  Naval  Recruit  Training  Command  Band. 

Naval  Training  Center,  Great  Lakes,  Illinois. 

L.  United  States  Air  Force  Marching  Units 

M.  United  States  Coast  Guard 

DIVISION  I — Assemble  at  Van  Buren,  west  of  Dearborn 
Assemble  at  1:35  P.M.  in  Area  2 

1.  Oconomowoc  American  Legion  Band,  Post  91, 
Oconomowoc,  Wl 

2.  National  Commander  Dominic  DiFrancesco 

3.  National  Officers 

4.  National  President 

5.  National  Secretary 

6.  Junior  Auxiliary 

7.  Past  National  Commanders 

8.  Society  of  The  American  Legion  Founders 

9.  Maine  West  High  School  Band,  Des  Plaines,  IL 

10.  The  American  Legion  Youth  Award  Winners 

1 1.  Child  Welfare  Foundation  Elements 

12.  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

13.  Post  338  Highland  Bagpipers,  MO 

14.  Foreign  and  Outlying  Departments 

France 

Alaska 

Mexico 

Canada 

Italy 

Department  Colors 
Color  Guard 
Philippines 
Panama 

ALL  COLOR  GUARDS  WILL  MARCH  WITH 
THEIR  DEPARTMENTS 

DIVISION  II  — Assemble  at  Van  Buren,  east  of  Dearborn 
Assembly  at  1:55  P.M.  in  Area  3 

15.  Joliet  American  Legion  Band,  Post  1284,  Joliet,  IL 

16.  Hawaii 

17.  Florida 

18.  Nevada 

19.  Connecticut 

20.  Washington 

21.  West  Virginia 

22.  Delaware 

Department  of  Delaware  Color  Guard 

23.  Idaho 

24.  Bloom  High  School  Band,  Chicago  Heights,  IL 

25.  South  Dakota 

26.  Ohio 

Department  Color  Guard 
Post  469  Color  Guard 
Post  12  Color  Guard 
Post  12  Drill  Team 

DIVISION  111  — Assemble  at  Dearborn  and  Van  Buren,  south  to  Congress 
Expressway 

Assemble  at  2:20  P.M.  in  Area  1 

27.  New  Mexico 

28.  Maryland 

29.  Lincoln  Way  Community  High  School  Band, 

New  Lenox,  IL 

30.  Virginia 

3 1 . Texas 

Alvin  Post  129  Color  Guard 

32.  Utah 

33.  Maine 

34.  Arizona 

35.  Oconomowoc  American  Legion  Band,  Post  91, 

Oconomowoc,  Wl 


36.  Wisconsin 

37.  Vermont 

38.  Kansas 

Department  Color  Guard 
Department  Banners 

DIVISION  IV  — Assemble  at  Van  Buren,  west  of  Dearborn 
Assemble  at  2:45  P.M.  in  Area  2 

39.  St.  Rita  High  School  Band,  Chicago,  IL 

40.  Oregon 

41.  New  Jersey 

Prestige  Color  Guard 

42.  Rhode  Island 

43.  Joseph  F.  Hill  Band,  Waltham,  MA 

44.  Massachusetts 

45.  Michigan 

46.  Montana 

47.  Missouri  Legion  Band 

48.  North  Dakota 

49.  Colorado 

50.  Tennessee 

Donelson  Post  88  Color  Guard 

51.  Georgia 

Department  Color  Guard 
7th  District  Color  Guard 
9th  District  Color  Guard 

DIVISION  V — Assemble  at  Van  Buren,  east  of  Dearborn 
Assemble  at  3:10  P.M. 

52.  Greater  Kansas  City  American  Legion  Band, 

Kansas  City,  MO 

53.  Missouri 

Apple  Core  Color  Guard 

54.  Iowa 

Shenandoah  Post  88  Color  Guard 
Pure  Heaven  Color  Guard 
Blairston  Post  170  Color  Guard 
Ottumwa  Post  3,  1928  Model  A Ford 
Fire  Engine 

Swisher  S.A.L.  Squadron,  Cassion 

55.  Brazil  American  Legion  Post  2 Band,  Brazil,  IN 

56.  Indiana 

Aaron  Scissinger  Color  Guard 
Indianapolis  Police  Motorcycle  Drill  Team 

57.  Cobden  High  School  Band,  Cobden,  IL 

58.  New  Hampshire 

59.  Puerto  Rico 

60.  Nebraska 

Department  Color  Guard 

61.  Ft.  Cralo  Post  471  American  Legion  Band,  NY 

62.  Pennsylvania 

63.  California 

Norwalk  Post  359  Color  Guard 
64  District  of  Columbia 

65.  Irondale  High  School  Marching  Band,  MN 

66.  Minnesota 

Tri-City  Post  Color  Guard 

67.  North  Carolina 

Department  Color  Guard 

68.  Kentucky 

Highland  Guard 

DIVISION  VI  — Assemble  at  Van  Buren,  west  of  Dearborn 
Assemble  at  3:35  P.M.  in  Area  2 

69.  9th  District  American  Legion  Band,  MN 

70.  Mississippi 

71.  South  Carolina 

72.  Arkansas 

73.  Wyoming 

74.  Stephen  Sikora  Post  1322  American  Legion  Band, 
Tonawanda,  NY 

75.  New  York 

Department  Color  Guard 
Various  Color  Guards 
District/County/Post  Color  Guards 

76.  Louisiana 

Department  Color  Guard 

77.  Liverpool  Post  188  American  Legion  Band,  NY 

78.  Alabama 

79.  Oklahoma 

80.  Aurora  American  Legion  Band,  Post  84,  Aurora,  IL 

81.  Illinois 
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The  American  Legion  1919-1991 

Past  National  Commanders 


‘Franklin  D'Olier 

‘Lynn  (J.  Stambaugh 

Donald  E.  Johnson 

John  P.  “Jake”  Comer 

Pennsylvania  1919-20 

North  Dakota  1941-42 

Iowa  1964-65 

Massachusetts  1987-88 

“Frederick  W.  Galbraith,  Jr. 

‘Roane  Waring 

L.  Eldon  James 

H.F.  “Sparky"  Gierke 

Ohio  1920-21 

Tennessee  1942-43 

Virginia  1965-66 

North  Dakota  1988-89 

‘“John  G.  Emery 

‘Warren  H.  Atherton 

‘John  E.  Davis 

Miles  S.  Epling 

Michigan  1921 

California  1943-44 

North  Dakota  1966-67 

West  Viriginia  1989-90 

‘Hanford  MacNider 

‘Edward  N.  Scheiberling 

William  E.  Galbraith 

Robert  S.  Turner 

Iowa  1921-22 

New  York  1944-45 

Nebraska  1967-68 

Georgia  1990-91 

‘Alvin  M.  Owsley 

‘John  Stelle 

‘William  C.  Doyle 

Past  National  Commanders 

Texas  1922-23 

Illinois  1945-46 

New  Jersey  1968-69 

By  Vote  Of  National 
Convention 

‘John  R.  Quinn 

‘Paul  H.  Griffith 

J.  Milton  Patrick 

California  1923-24 

Pennsylvania  1946-47 

Oklahoma  1969-70 

‘Bennett  Champ  Clark 
Missouri — Presided  at  Paris 

‘James  A.  Drain 

‘James  F.  O'Neil 

Alfred  P.  Chamie 

Caucus — March,  1919 

District  of  Columbia  1924-25 

New  Hampshire  1947-48 

California  1970-71 

‘Milton  J.  Foreman 

‘John  R.  McQuigg 

‘Perry  Brown 

John  H.  Geiger 

Illinois — Chairman, 

Ohio  1925-26 

Texas  1948-49 

Illinois  1971-72 

Executive  Committee  at  Paris 

‘Howard  P.  Savage 

George  N.  Craig 

Joe  L.  Matthews 

‘Henry  D.  Lindsley 
Texas — Presided  at  St.  Louis 

Illinois  1926-27 

Indiana  1949-50 

Texas  1972-73 

‘Edward  E.  Spafford 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr. 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton 

Caucus — May  1919 

New  York  1927-28 

Georgia  1950-51 

Maryland  1973-74 

‘Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 

‘Paul  V.  McNutt 

‘Donald  R.  Wilson 

James  M.  Wagonseller 

New  York 

Indiana  1928-29 

West  Virginia  1951-52 

Ohio  1974-75 

‘Eric  Fisher  Wood 

*0.  Lee  Bodenhamer 

‘Lewis  K.  Gough 

Harry  G.  Wiles 

Pennsylvania — Temporary 
Chairman  and  Secretary  at 

Arkansas  1929-30 

California  1952-53 

Kansas  1975-76 

Paris  Caucus 

‘Ralph  T.  O’Neil 

‘Arthur  J.  Connell 

William  J.  Rogers 

‘Thomas  W.  Miller 

Kansas  1930-31 

Connecticut  1953-54 

Maine  1976-77 

Nevada — Chairman  Pro 

‘Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 

‘Seaborn  P.  Collins 

‘Robert  Charles  Smith 

Tempore 

Paris  Caucus  March  1919 

North  Carolina  1931-32 

New  Mexico  1954-55 

Louisiana  1977-78 

‘Maurice  Stember 

‘Louis  Johnson 

J.  Addington  Wagner 

John  M.  Carey 

New  York 

West  Virginia  1932-33 

Michigan  1955-56 

Michigan  1978-79 

‘Hamilton  Fish,  Sr. 

‘Edward  A.  Hayes 

‘Dan  Daniel 

Frank  I.  Hamilton 

New  York  1979 

Illinois  1933-34 

Virginia  1956-57 

Indiana  1979-80 

‘Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr. 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr. 

Michael  J.  Kogutek 

E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr. 
South  Carolina  1987 

California  1934-35 

Illinois  1957-58 

New  York  1980-81 

‘Ray  Murphy 

Preston  J.  Moore 

Jack  W.  Flynt 

Iowa  1935-36 

Oklahoma  1958-59 

Texas  1981-82 

Honorary  National 

‘Harry  W.  Colmery 

‘Martin  B.  McKneally 

Al  Keller,  Jr. 

Commanders 

Kansas  1936-37 

New  York  1959-60 

Illinois  1982-83 

‘General  John  J.  Pershing 

‘Daniel  J.  Doherty 

William  R.  Burke 

Keith  Kreul 

‘Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 

Massachusetts  1937-38 

California  1960-61 

Wisconsin  1983-84 

‘Deceased 

‘Stephen  F.  Chadwick 

‘Charles  L.  Bacon 

Clarence  M.  Bacon 

Washington  1938-39 

Missouri  1961-62 

Maryland  1984-85 

“Killed  in  auto  accident 
while  serving  as 

‘Raymond  J.  Kelly 

‘James  E.  Powers 

Dale  L.  Renaud 

Commander 

Michigan  1939-40 

Georgia  1962-63 

Iowa  1985-86 

* * ‘Elected  by  Executive 

‘Milo  J.  Warner 

Daniel  F.  Foley 

James  P.  Dean 

Committee  to  fill  unexpired 

Ohio  1940-41 

Minnesota  1963-64 

Mississippi  1986-87 

term. 
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Recipients  of  The  American  Legion 

Distinguished  Service  Medal 


1921 —  Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch  of  France 
Adm.  Earl  Beatty  of  Great  Britain 
Gen.  Baron  Jacques  of  Belgium 
Gen.  Armando  Diaz  of  Italy 
Charles  Bertrand  of  France 

1922 —  Gen.  of  the  Armies  John  J.  Pershing 

1923 —  Adm.  Robert  E.  Coontz 
Gen.  Josef  Haller  of  Poland 

1926 —  lgnace  Jan  Paderewski  of  Poland 

1927 —  Comte  Francois  Marie  Robert 
Dejean  of  France 

1928 —  Field  Marshal  Viscount  Allenby 
of  Great  Britain 

1929 —  Judge  Kenesaw  Mountain  Landis 

1930 —  Adm.  William  S.  Sims 

1942 —  Gen.  Douglas  A.  MacArthur 

1943 —  Gen.  George  C.  Marshall 
Adm.  Ernest  J.  King 

1944 —  Hon.  Frank  Knox* 

Henry  Ford 

Gen.  H.H.  Arnold 

1945 —  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt* 

1945 —  Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr.* 
Ernest  (Ernie)  Pyle* 

Hon.  Henry  L.  Stimson 

Fleet  Adm.  Chester  W.  Mimitz 

Gen.  of  the  Army  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower 

1946 —  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
Bob  Hope 

William  Randolph  Hearst 
Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  B.  Hershey 
Hon.  Cordell  Hull 


1947 — Lt.  Gen.  William  S.  Knudsen 
Sen.  Edward  Martin 
Chief  Justice  Fred  M.  Vinson 

1949—  President  Harry  S Truman 
George  Herman  (Babe)  Ruth* 
Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Parker* 

1950 —  Charles  F.  Johnson,  Jr. 

Maj.  Gen.  Milton  A.  Reckord 
Rep.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers 

1951 —  Gen.  Charles  P.  Summerall 

1953 —  Rep.  Royal  C.  Johnson* 

1954 —  Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  White* 

1955 —  Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk 

Maj.  Gen.  Ellard  A.  Walsh 

1956 —  Vice  Adm.  Joel  T.  Boone 
Charles  Stewart  Mott 

1957 —  Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark 

The  Most  Reverend  Fulton  J. 
Sheen 

1958 —  Bernard  Mannes  Baruch 

Unknown  Servicemen  of  World 
War  1,  World  War  II,  and  Korea, 
Interred  at  the  Tomb  of  the 
Unknown  Soldier,  Arlington 
national  Cemetery 

1959 —  Sen.  Robert  S.  Kerr 

1961 —  President  John  F.  Kennedy 

1962 —  Gen.  Lucius  D.  Clay 
Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dooley* 

1963 —  Francis  Cardinal  Spellman 

1964 —  Dr.  Charles  W.  Mayo 

1965 —  President  Herbert  C.  Hoover* 
Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes 

1966 —  Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon 


1967 —  Hon.  Tom  C.  Clark 

1968 —  President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 
Gen.  William  C.  Westmoreland 

1969 —  President  Richard  M.  Mixon 

1970 —  Rep.  Olin  E.  Teague 

1971 —  Rep.  L.  Mendel  Rivers* 

Sen.  Richard  B.  Russell* 

1972 —  Sen.  John  C.  Stennis 
Dewitt  Wallace 

1974 —  Hon.  Henry  A.  Kissinger 
Rep.  F.  Edward  Hebert 

1975 —  Harry  W.  Colmery 

1976 —  Pat  O’Brien 

1977 —  Howard  A.  Rusk,  M.D. 

1978 —  Bowie  K.  Kuhn 

1979 —  Thomas  A.  Murphy 

1980 —  President  Gerald  R.  Ford 

Dead  & Missing  of  the  Vietnam 
War 

1981—  Americans  Space  Shuttle 
Astronauts  John  Young  and 
Robert  Crippen 

1982 —  President  Ronald  W.  Reagan 

1983 —  Adm.  Hyman  C.  Rickover 

1984 —  Sen.  J.  Strom  Thurmond 

1985 —  Hon.  Caspar  W.  Weinberger 
Fleet  Adm.  William  F.  Halsey,  Jr.* 

1987 —  Hon.  William  H.  Webster 

1988 —  Douglas  Edwards 

1989 —  Hon.  Howard  H.  Baker,  Jr. 

1990 —  Michael  E.  DeBakey,  M.D. 

1991 —  President  George  H.  W.  Bush 

*Awarded  Posthumously 
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The  American  Legion  Salutes  Outstanding 
Students  at  Military  Academies,  1992 


Graduating  Midshipman  First  Class  Erik  Paul  Bethel  of  Coral  Gables, 
Florida,  who  stood  highest  at  the  Naval  Academy  in  political  science 
courses  with  emphasis  on  international  relations  received  the  award  from 
The  American  Legion.  The  award  was  presented  by  National  Vice 
Commander  Lee  R.  Stolfus  of  Kansas. 


Senior  Cadet  Paul  J.  Fronapfel  of  Arvada,  Colorado  received  The 
American  Legion’s  General  Muir  S.  Fairchild  award.  This  award  is 
presented  to  the  cadet  who  attained  the  highest  academic  performance 
average.  Cadet  Fronapel  maintained  a 3.995  grade  point  average.  The 
award  was  presented  by  National  Vice  Commander  Ronald  C.  Murphy  of 
Arizona. 


At  the  G.S.  Military  Academy,  Cadet  Sanford  J.  Kim  receives  The 
American  Legion’s  award  for  outstanding  achievement  in  chemistry.  The 
award  was  presented  by  National  Vice  Commander  Thomas  P.  Cadmus  of 
Michigan. 


The  American  Legion’s  award  for  excellence  in  athletics  was  presented  to 
Cadet  Kevin  E.  Wirth.  The  award  was  presented  by  National  Vice 
Commander  James  G.  Brouillette  of  Vermont  during  the  Awards 
Ceremony  held  at  the  G.S.  Coast  Guard  Academy. 
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American  Legion  Auxiliary 

National  Officers 


Margaret  Yankovich 
National  President 


Linda  Boone 
National  Vice  President 


Elaine  Smith 
Vice  President 
Central  Division 


Kristine  S.  West 
Vice  President 
Eastern  Division 


Ethel  Bainbridge 
Vice  President 
Northwestern  Division 


Ruth  H.  Kearsley 
Vice  President 
Western  Division 


Ezel  Free 
Vice  President 
Southern  Division 


Joan  H.  Graham 
National  Historian 


Marie  Boedeker 
National  Chaplain 


Miriam  Junge 
National  Secretary 


Peggy  Sappenfield 
National  treasurer 
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American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Seventy-Second  Annual  National  Convention 

1992 

Convention  Session  — Grand  Ballroom 
Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
Chicago,  Illinois 


“FORGE  A NEW  FUTURE 

Saturday,  August  22,  1992 
National  Executive  Committee  Meeting 
8:00-9:00  a.m.  Chicago  Ballroom  D 
Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 


Pre-Convention  Committee  Meetings 
9:30-11:30  a.m.  (unless  times  noted  below) 


Group  A 

Americanism 
Foreign  Relations 
Music 

National  Security 

Chicago  Ballroom  D 

5th  floor 

Group  B 

Children  & Youth 

Liaison  with  Child  Welfare  Foundation 

Education 

Girls  State 

Chicago  Ballroom  E 

5th  floor 

Group  C 

Junior  Activities 
Auxiliary  Emergency  Fund 
Cavalcade  of  Memories 
Public  Relations 

Chicago  Ballrooms  G&H 

5th  floor 

Group  D 

Legislative 

Past  Presidents  Parley 
Poppy 

Grand  Ballroom  Salon  I 

7th  floor 

Group  E 

Chaplains 

Community  Service 
Historians 

Veterans  Affairs  & Rehabilitation 

Chicago  Ballrooms  B&C 

5th  floor 

Group  F 

Constitution  & Bylaws 
Leadership 

Permanent  Organization 
Rules 

Conference  Room  8 
3rd  floor 

Group  G 

Membership 

Denver/Houston  Rooms 

5th  floor 
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Group  H 
Group  I 
Group  J 

12:00-1:00  p.m. 

1:00-5:00  p.m. 
2:00-4:00  p.m. 
7:30-9:30  p.m. 


8:30-9:30  a.m. 


9:45-12:00  noon 
11:00  a.m. 


Credentials 
9:30-10:00  a.m. 

Chicago  Ballroom  A 
5th  floor 

Resolutions 
10:15-1 1:15  a.m. 

Los  Angeles/Miami  Rooms 
5th  floor 

Finance 

Chicago  Ballroom  F 

5th  floor 

National  Junior 
Registration 

Houston/Kansas  City  Rooms 
5th  floor 

National  Junior 
Meeting 

Pages  Rehearsal 

Houston/Kansas  City  Rooms 
5th  floor 

Grand  Ballroom 

7th  floor 

National  Junior 
Meeting 

Houston/Kansas  City  Rooms 
5th  floor 

★ ★★★★★★ 

Sunday,  August  23,  1992 

8:00-10:30  a.m. 
Division  Caucuses: 

Central 

Chicago  Ballroom  D 

5th  floor 

Eastern 

Chicago  Ballroom  E 

5th  floor 

Northwestern 

Chicago  Ballrooms  A,B,C 

5th  floor 

Southern 

Conference  Room  8 
3rd  floor 

Western 

Chicago  Ballrooms  F,G,H 
5th  floor 

National  Junior  Division  Caucuses 
Central 

Eastern 

Northwestern 

Southern 

Western 

National  Junior  Meeting 
Patriotic  Memorial  Service 


Conference  Room  2 
3rd  floor 

Conference  Room  1 
3rd  floor 

Conference  Room  4 
3rd  floor 

Conference  Room  5 
3rd  floor 

Conference  Room  6 
3rd  floor 

Houston/Kansas  City  Rooms 

5th  floor 

Sheraton  Hotel  Ballroom 
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2:00-6:00  p.m. 
National  Convention  Parade 


Monday,  August  24,  1992 
Opening  Session  — 72nd  National  Convention 

“FORGE  A NEW  FUTURE” 

Chicago  Marriott  Hotel 
Chicago,  Illinois 
Grand  Ballroom  - 7th  floor 

8:30  a.m. 


CALL  TO  ORDER 

OPENING  PROCESSIONAL 
INVOCATION 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 
NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
PREAMBLE  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 
WELCOME 


Mrs.  Shirley  Jones 
National  Convention  Chairman 


Mrs.  Marie  Boedeker 
National  Chaplain 

Mrs.  Marg  Dorn 

National  Americanism  Chairman 

Mrs.  Mae  lone  Hande 
National  Music  Chairman 

Mrs.  Barbara  Kranig 

National  Constitution  & Bylaws  Chairman 

Mrs.  Margaret  Yankovich 
National  President 


INTRODUCTIONS  AND  GREETINGS 


The  American  Legion 


State  of  Illinois 


City  of  Chicago 


American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Mr.  Nicholas  S.  Livas 

President,  The  American  Legion  Convention 
Corporation  of  Illinois 

Mr.  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
National  Commander 

Mr.  Robert  W.  Spanogle 
National  Adjutant 

The  Honorable  Jim  Edgar 
Governor 

The  Honorable  Richard  Daley 
Mayor 

Mrs.  Becky  Gabel 
Department  President,  Illinois 

Mrs.  Shirley  Jones 
National  Convention  Chairman 

Miss  Sonya  Stapp 

Honorary  National  Junior  President 


GREETINGS  FROM  THE  PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  Ruby  Paul,  Junior  Past  National  President 
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INTRODUCTION  OF  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT’S  PAGES 

Mrs.  Ethel  Huggard,  National  Chairman  of  Pages 
Mrs.  Mary  Smack,  National  Vice  Chairman  of  Pages 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Axel,  Personal  Page 
Miss  Shirley  Boord,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  Mary  Fisher,  Personal  Page 
Mrs.  Geraldine  K.  Martson,  Personal  Page 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 

Credentials  Mrs.  Colleen  Watson 

Permanent  Organization  Mrs.  Anna  Pryor 

Rules  Mrs.  Jean  Mahoney 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

Girls  State  Mrs.  Donna  Light,  Chairman 

1992  GIRLS  NATION  PRESIDENT 

KEYNOTE  SPEAKER 
Dr.  Michael  S.  Kneale 

RECESS  - 12:00  noon 


★ ★★★★★★ 


Legion  Festival  - 2:00-9:00  p.m. 
Navy  Pier 


★ ★★★★★★ 


Tuesday,  August  25,  1992 
8:30  a.m. 


CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Margaret  Yankovich 

National  President 

INVOCATION  Mrs.  Marie  Boedeker 

National  Chaplain 


NOMINATION  OF  1992-93  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
REPORTS  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

National  Chaplain 
National  Historian 
National  Treasurer 
National  Secretary 


Mrs.  Marie  Boedeker 
Mrs.  Joan  Graham 
Ms.  Peggy  Sappenfield 
Mrs.  Miriam  Junge 


First  Reading  of  Proposed  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws 
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NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 


Mrs.  Marg  Dorn,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Linda  Newsome,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Dora  Seymour,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Ann  Blalock,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Bachman,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Sherry  McLaughlin,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Kay  Mokler,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Elsie  Bailey,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Mary  Ziegenfuss,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Mae  lone  Hande 

RECESS  — 11:30  a.m. 


★ ★★★★★★ 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS’  LUNCHEON 
11:45  a.m. 

Chicago  Ballroom,  5th  Floor 
“Woman  of  the  Year” 


1:30  p.m. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Yankovich,  National  President 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

Mrs.  Virginia  Hobbs,  Chairman 

“HEART  OF  AMERICA  AWARDS” 


CALL  TO  ORDER 
Public  Relations 


Americanism 

Children  and  Youth 

Liaison  with  Child  Welfare  Foundation 

Education 

Junior  Activities 

Auxiliary  Emergency  Fund 

Community  Service 

Leadership 

Membership 

Music 


GREETINGS  FROM  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 


Foreign  Relations 
National  Security 
Legislative 

Past  Presidents  Parley 
Poppy 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 


NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

Mrs.  Ruth  Roush,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Jeanette  Ghetti,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Syble  Deshotel,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Ruby  Paul,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Norma  Miller,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Helen  Holcomb,  Chairman 


CELEBRATION  OF  LIFE  SERVICE 
RECESS  - 4:30  p.m. 


Wednesday,  August  26,  1992 
8:30  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Margaret  Yankovich,  National  President 

INVOCATION  Mrs.  Marie  Boedeker,  National  Chaplain 
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ELECTION  OF  1992-1993  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 


REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Margaret  Yankovich 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  REPORTS 

Cavalcade  of  Memories 
Finance 

Constitution  and  Bylaws 

INTRODUCTION  OF  LOCAL  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
RECESS  — 11:30  a.m. 


Mrs.  lone  Kubby,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Anna  Gear,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Barbara  Kranig,  Chairman 


★ ★★★★★★ 


1:30  p.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Margaret  Yankovich,  National  President 

AMERICAN  LEGION  ALL-VOLUNTEER  CHORUS 

Mrs.  Mae  lone  Hande,  Director 

REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Barbara  Carlson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robbie  Brown,  Vice  Chairman 
Mrs.  Aleta  Villebro,  Secretary 

RECESS  — 4:00  p.m. 


★ ★★★★★★ 


STATES  DINNER  — 7:30  p.m. 
Grand  Ballroom  — 7th  floor 


★ ★★★★★★ 


Thursday,  August  27,  1992 
8:30  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Margaret  Yankovich,  National  President 

INSTALLATION  OF  1992-1993  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
PRESENTATION  OF  PIN  AND  RIBBON  TO  RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 
PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 
RETIREMENT  OF  NATIONAL  COLORS 
ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


★ ★★★★★★ 


POST-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

(Immediately  following  Convention  Adjournment) 

Chicago  Ballroom  D,  5th  floor 


OFFICE  ASSIGNMENTS 


National  Secretary 

National  Treasurer 

National  Convention  Chairman 

Public  Relations 

First  Aid 

Lost  & Found 

Mail  Room 


Lincolnshire  Room,  6th  floor 
Great  America  Room,  6th  floor 
Michigan/Michigan  State,  6th  floor 
Northwestern  Room,  6th  floor 
Coat  Registration  Booth,  7th  floor 
Iowa  Room,  6th  floor 
Iowa  Room,  6th  floor 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 


Honorary 

Rachel  Shaw 
Past  Nationl  President 


National  Convention  Chairmen 

Marie  L.  Sheehe 
Past  National  President 


National  Convention  Chairman 

Shirley  M.  Jones 

National  Convention  Vice  Chairman 

Marion  Schwerman 

National  Convention  Secretary 
Marybeth  Revoir 

Auxiliary  Sales 

Rosie  Rust,  Chairman 
Jean  Keehn,  Vice  Chairman 

Courtesies 

Irene  Lofton,  Chairman 

Rose  Marie  Loparco,  Vice  Chairman 

Distinguished  Guests 

Hilda  A.  Fey,  Chairman 

Lorraine  E.  Griesmann,  Vice  Chairman 

Division  Caucus  Committee 

Shirley  M.  Newell,  Chairman 
Ruth  Hitch,  Vice  Chairman 

Eight  and  Forty 

Norma  Williams,  Chairman 
Maxine  Martin,  Vice  Chairman 

First-Aid 

Gailwyn  Starr,  Chairman 
Joyce  L.  Beard,  Vice  Chairman 

Flag  Registration 

Bernice  Remmert,  Chairman 
Pamela  A.  Grohman,  Vice  Chairman 

Flowers/Corsages 

Patricia  Sienkiewicz,  Chairman 
Esther  E.  Vroman,  Vice  Chairman 


Halls  and  Stage 

Audrey  Summers,  Chairman 
Sandre  Kapelanski,  Vice  Chairman 

Information 

Florence  Adams,  Chairman 
Pat  Swarts,  Vice  Chairman 

Local  Pages 

Audrey  Atteberry,  Chairman 
Debbie  J.  Brandt,  Vice  Chairman 

Lost  and  Found 

Rose  Engle,  Chairman 
Daisy  E.  Harper,  Vice  Chairman 

Mail  Room 

Lorraine  E.  Hagedorn,  Chairman 
Barbara  Elam,  Vice  Chairman 

National  President’s  Luncheon 

Pat  Kranzow,  Chairman 
Dorothy  Buti,  Vice  Chairman 

Past  Department  Presidents’  Luncheon 

Charlene  Schrader,  Chairman 
Ruby  Simpson,  Vice  Chairman 

Public  Relations 

Doris  Schultz,  Chairman 
Betty  Brennan,  Vice  Chairman 

States  Dinner 

Marilyn  Lee,  Chairman 

Bea  Cottingham,  Vice  Chairman 

Transportation 

Jackie  Bochat,  Chairman 
Jessie  L.  Banker,  Vice  Chairman 
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Salon  National  La  Boutique 
Des  Huit  Chapeaux  Et  Quarante  Femmes 
71st  Annual  La  Marche  Nationale 


s.  L 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady 
Le  Chapeau  Nationale 


Chicago  Downtown  Marriott 
Chicago,  Illinois 
August  27,  28,  29,  1992 

Official  Program 
National  Officers 


Mrs.  Helen  Moore 
La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 


Registration 

All  packets  are  to  be  picked  up  at  the  Credentials  Desk,  Eight  and  Forty  Headquarters  Office,  Denver  Room,  Fifth  Floor,  Chicago 
Downtown  Marriott.  Headquarters  Office  will  be  opened  beginning  Tuesday,  August  25,  1992  until  Saturday  noon,  August  29, 
1992,  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m. 


Emblem  and/or  Stock  Items 

Emblem  and/or  stock  item  orders  will  be  taken  in  the  Eight  and  Forty  Headquarters  Office,  Denver  Room  (Fifth  Floor),  Chicago 
Downtown  Marriott.  Office  opened  Tuesday,  August  25  until  Saturday  noon,  August  29,  1992,  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m. 


Les  Chapeaux  Nationaux  Passes  Luncheon 
Thursday,  August  27,  1992 

Kansas  City  Room,  Chicago  Marriott  Downtown 11:30  A.M. 


Pre-Marche  Committee  Meetings 
Thursday,  August  27,  1992 


WISCONSIN/PURDUE  ROOM  (Fifth  Floor) 

Children  & Youth  — Chairman,  Betty  Lou  Thompson 2:00  RM.  to  4:00  P.M. 

MICHIGAN  ROOM  (Fifth  Floor) 

Nurses  Scholarship  — Chairman,  Martha  Marsh 2:00  P.M.  to  2:45  P.M. 

Trophies  & Awards  — Chairman,  Dolores  Kigore 2:45  P.M.  to  3:15  P.M. 

Partnership  — Chairman,  Ivy  Christoffers  3:15  P.M.  to  4:00  P.M. 

MINNESOTA  ROOM  (Fifth  Floor) 

Permanent  Organization  — Chairman,  Helen  Steiner  2:00  P.M.  to  2:30  P.M. 

Credentials  — Chairman,  Beverly  Stites  2:30  P.M.  to  3:00  P.M. 

Rules  and  Order  — Chairman,  Agnes  Crawford 3:00  P.M.  to  3:30  P.M. 

Ritual  & Emblems  — Chairman,  Mary  Jane  Cusick 3:30  P.M.  to  4:00  P.M. 

OHIO  ROOM  (Fifth  Floor) 

Constitution  & Bylaws  — Chairman,  2:00  P.M.  to  2:45  P.M. 

Handbook  Review  — Chairman,  Kathleen  Robinson 2:45  P.M.  to  3:30  P.M. 

Publicity  — Chairman,  Karen  Lowe 3:30  P.M.  to  4:00  P.M. 
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MICHIGAN  STATE  ROOM  (Fifth  Floor) 

Resolutions  — Chairman,  Donna  Baley 2:00  RM  to  2 45  P.M 

L’Aumonier  — Mille  Harrold  2:45  P.M.  to  3T5  P.M 

L'Archiviste  — Virginia  Kates 3. 15  p/v\  to  4:00  P.M 


Rehearsal  Les  Marchals  and  Pages 

Rehearsal  for  La  Concierge  Nationale,  Les  Marchals,  Chairman  of  Pages,  ALL  PAGES,  and  Distinguished  Guest  Committee  will 
be  on  Thursday,  August  27,  1992  in  the  Chicago  Ballroom  -E  (Fifth  Floor)  at  6 p.m. 

Meet  the  Candidates  Reception 

Thursday,  August  27,  1992  Chicago  Ballroom  - A-B-C  (Fifth  Floor) 7:30  P.M.  to  9:30  P.M. 


DIVISIONAL  CAUCUS 

Friday,  August  28,  1992 

Central  Division 

Eastern  Division 

Southern  Division  

Northwestern  Division  

Western  Division  


Friday,  August  28,  1992 


7:00  A.M.  to  9:00  A.M. 
....  Indiana/Iowa  Room  (Sixth  Floor) 

Ohio  Room  (Sixth  Floor) 

Illinois  Room  (Sixth  Floor) 

Minnesota  Room  (Sixth  Floor) 

Wisconsin/Purdue  Room  (Sixth  Floor) 


La  Marche  Nationale 
Chicago  Ballroom  E (Fifth  Floor) 

Opening  Session Friday,  August  28,  1992  9:00  A.M. 


LA  MARCHE  CHAIRMAN 

Presiding  Mrs.  Norma  Williams 

PRESENTATION  OF  CHAPEAOX  NATIONAOX  PASSES 


Mrs.  Lila  Edwards 
Mrs.  Frances  Keefe 
Mrs.  Jeannette  Michelet 
Mrs.  Virginia  DeForce 
Mrs.  Ann  Suvak 
Mrs.  Leila  Hunt 
Mrs.  Lois  Lansdale 
Mrs.  Marie  Smith 
Mrs.  Treva  Reimink 
Mrs.  Maxine  Martin 
Mrs.  Violet  Aichholz 


Mrs.  Mary  Russell 
Mrs.  Eunice  Staley 
Mrs.  Elyline  Schweitzer 
Mrs.  Helene  Mardu 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Robinson 
Mrs.  Jean  Hayes 
Mrs.  Kitty  Patterson 
Mrs.  Edith  Still 
Mrs.  Donna  Baley 
Mrs.  Elsie  Hemphill 


PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  — 
ESCORTED  BY  LA  MARCHE  PAGES 

Hot  Box  Editor  Mrs.  Violet  Montgomery 

L’Avocate  Nationale Mrs.  Elyline  Schweitzer 

L’Archiviste  Nationale  Mrs.  Virginia  Kates 

L’Aumonier  Nationale Mrs.  Mille  Harrold 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere Mrs.  Helen  Moore 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  National  ....  Mrs.  Colleen  Stephens 

LES  DIVISIONAL  DEMI  CHAPEAOX 

Central  Division  Mrs.  Virginia  Egan 

Eastern  Division  Mrs.  Nettie  Murphy 

Northwestern  Division Mrs.  Rose  Greger 

Southern  Division  Mrs.  Callestia  Stephens 

Western  Division Mrs.  Venita  Holtaus 


LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady 

CALL  TO  ORDER Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady, 

Le  Chapeau  National 

ADVANCE  OF  COLORS  ....  La  Concierge  Nationale  and 

Les  Marchals 


INVOCATION  

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 
TO  THE  FLAG 

NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

FLANDER’S  FIELD 

AMERICA’S  ANSWER 

ROLL  CALL Mrs.  Helen  Moore 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 
READING  OF  THE  CALL  TO  1992 

LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE Mrs.  Helen  Moore 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 
REPORT  OF  THE  MINUTES  COMMITTEE 

FOR  1991  MARCHE Chairman  Donna  Baley 

Edith  Still 
Violet  AichHolz 

PRESENTATION  OF  DISTINGUISHED 
GUESTS: 

Mr.  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco,  National  Commander, 

The  American  Legion 

Mrs.  Margaret  Yankovich,  National  President, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Miss  Linda  Boone,  National  Vice  President, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mr.  Robert  Spanogle,  National  Adjutant, 

The  American  Legion 
Mrs.  Miriam  Junge,  National  Secretary, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Mrs.  Mille  Harrold 

L’Aumonier  National 

. . . Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lori, 
La  Concierge  Nationale 
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Mrs.  Peggy  Sappenfield,  National  Treasurer, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Linda  Newsome,  National  Children  and  Youth 
Chairman,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mr.  Eugene  V.  Lindquist,  National  Children  and  Youth 
Chairman,  The  American  Legion 
Mr.  Terry  Woodburn,  Deputy  Director, 

Americanism  Children  & Youth,  The  American  Legion 
Mr.  William  Pease,  Assistant  Director,  Americanism, 
Children  & Youth,  The  American  Legion 
Mrs.  Shirley  Jones,  National  Convention  Chairman, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Norma  Williams,  National  Marche  Chairman, 

Eight  and  Forty 

Honorable  Jim  Edgar,  Governor,  State  of  Illinois 
Honorable  Richard  M.  Daley,  Mayor,  City  of  Chicago 
Mr.  Tom  D.  Brandt,  Department  Commander, 
Department  of  Illinois,  The  American  Legion 
Mr.  Vincent  A.  Sanzotta,  Department  Adjutant, 
Department  of  Illlinois,  The  American  Legion 
Mrs.  Becky  Gabel,  Department  President, 

Department  of  Illinois,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Jeanne  Brandt,  Department  Secretary, 

Department  of  Illinois,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Corboy,  Departemental  Chapeau, 
Departemental  d’llllinois 
Mrs.  Lynn  Myer,  Departemental  Secretaire, 
Departemental  d’lllinois 
Mr.  Nicholas  S.  Livas,  President, 

National  Convention  Corporation  of  Illinois 
The  American  Legion 

RECESS  


INTRODUCTION  OF  CHAPEAUX 

NATIONAUX  PASSES  Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady, 

Le  Chapeau  National 

SPEAKING  FOR  THE  CHAPEAUX 

NATIONAUX  PASSES Mrs.  Elsie  Hemphill 

Immediate  Chapeau  National  Passe 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEES: 

Rules  and  Order Mrs.  Agnes  Crawford 

Chairman 

Permanent  Organization Mrs.  Helen  Steiner 

Chairman 

REPORT  OF  DIVISIONAL  DEMI  CHAPEAUX 
NATIONAUX  AND  INTRODUCTION  OF 
LES  CHAPEAUX  DEPARTEMENTAUX 

Central  Division  Mrs.  Virginia  Egan 

Eastern  Division Mrs.  Nettie  Murphy 

Northwestern  Division  Mrs.  Rose  Greger 

Southern  Division  Mrs.  Callestia  Stephens 

Western  Division  Mrs.  Venita  Holtaux 

REPORT  OF  THE  1991-1992 
NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Le  Chapeau  National  Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady 

Le  Demi  Chapeau  National  Mrs.  Colleen  Stephens 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale Mrs.  Helen  Moore 

L’Archiviste  Nationale  Mrs.  Virginia  Kates 

L’Aumonier  National  Mrs.  Mille  Harrold 

L’Avocate  Nationale  Mrs.  Elyline  Schweitzer 

Hat  Box  Editor Mrs.  Violet  Montgomery 

NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
FOR  1992-1993 
12:00  Noon 


Second  Session  La  Marche  Nationale 
Friday,  August  28,  1992  — 1:30  P.M. 

AMERICA  THE  BEAUTIFUL ASSEMBLY 

PRESENTATION  OF  LOCAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES  Mrs.  Norma  Williams,  Chairman 

REPORT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEE  AND  INTRODUCTION 
OF  REGIONAL  OR  DIVISIONAL  CHAIRMEN: 

Children  and  Youth Mrs.  Betty  Lou  Thompson,  Chairman 


SPEAKER  — National  Jewish  Center  for  Immunology  and  Respiratory  Medicine 

Constitution  & Bylaws  

Finance 

Nurses  Scholarship 

Partnership 

Rituals  & Emblems 

Trophies  & Awards  

Advisory  Committee 

Handbook  Committee  

Publicity  Committee 

National  Photo  Book 

National  Memory  Book  


Mrs.  Carolyn  Samuelson, 

Eight  and  Forty  Coordinator 

Mrs.  Marie  Smith,  Chairman 

. . . Mrs.  Violet  Aichholz,  Chairman 
. . . . Mrs.  Martha  Marsh,  Chairman 
. . Mrs.  Ivy  Christophers,  Chairman 
. Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Cusick,  Chairman 
. . Mrs.  Dolores  Kilgore,  Chairman 
. . . Mrs.  Frances  Keefe,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Robinson,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Karen  Lowe,  Chairman 

. . . . Mrs.  Leona  Marsky,  Chairman 
...  Mrs.  Patricia  Olaker,  Chairman 


RECESS 


School  of  Instruction 
Friday,  August  28,  1992 


Chicago  Ballroom  E (Fifth  Floor)  — 7:30  P.M.  to  9:30  P.M 

All  Partners  are  urged  to  attend. 


Mrs.  Helen  Moore 

La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 
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Third  Session  — La  Marche  Rationale 
Saturday,  August  29,  1992  — 9:00  A.M 


Memorial  Service 


In  Memoriam  

Prelude  

Processional 

Lighting  of  Memorial  Candle 

Prayer  

Musical  Selection  "How  Great  Thou  Art"  

Tribute  to  All  Deceased  Partners 

Eulogy  in  Memory  of: 

Miss  Dorothy  Dolle 

Le  Chapeau  National  Passe  

Testimonial  for  all  Partners  entering  Eternal  Rest  — 1991-92 

Central  Division  

Eastern  Division 

Northwestern  Division 

Southern  Division  

Western  Division 

RESPONSE  

Musical  Selection  "In  The  Garden  ” 


Mrs.  Mille  Harrold, 

L’Aumonier  National,  Presiding 

Mrs.  Phyllis  Hardin,  Musicienne 

Les  Chapeaux  Nationaux  Passes 

Les  Demi  Chapeaux-Divisional 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady,  Le  Chapeau  National 
. Mrs.  Mille  Harrold,  L’Aumonier  National 

Mrs.  May  Fincham 

Mrs.  Elaine  Stevens 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Brady, 

Le  Chapeau  National 


Mrs.  Violet  Aichholz,  Le  Chapeau  National  Passe 

Mrs.  Virigina  Egan,  Le  Demi  Chapeau 

Mrs.  Nettie  Murphy,  Le  Demi  Chapeau 

Mrs.  Rose  Gregor,  Le  Demi  Chapeau 

. . . . Mrs.  Callestia  Stephens,  Le  Demi  Chapeau 
Mrs.  Venita  Holthaus,  Le  Demi  Chapeau 

All  Partners  in  Unison 

Mrs.  May  Fincham 

Mrs.  Elaine  Stevens 


BENEDICTION 

RECESSIONAL 


Mrs.  Mille  Harrold,  L’Aumonier  National 


(Audience  remain  seated  until  after  processional) 


Mrs.  Phyllis  Hardin,  Musicienne 


REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES: 


Credentials 

Resolutions 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS  FOR  1992-1993 
PRESENTATION  OF  LES  MARCHALS  


PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  PAGES: 
Miss  Dorothy  Ann  Stephens,  Chairman,  Indiana 
Mrs.  Rose  Callahan,  Vice  Chairman,  Michigan 
Virginia  Laird,  New  Jersey 
Betty  Norsworthy,  Florida 
Bernice  Beckman,  Missouri 
Connie  Hernandz,  Arizona 
Joan  Martin,  Colorado 
Helen  Goewey,  Connecticut 
Helen  K.  Jones,  Oklahoma 
Joyce  Petersen,  Nebraska 
Claudine  Bethal,  Arkansas 
Esther  C.  Duthur,  Louisiana 


Chairman  Beverly  Stites 
Chairman  Donna  Baley 


. Mrs.  Elzena  Wagner,  Ohio 
Mrs.  Emily  Miner,  California 


PRESENTATION  OF  NATIONAL  PAGES  TO  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL  Cynthia  Suchan,  Ohio 

Doris  Hillier,  Ohio 

PRESENTATION  OF 

PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  LA  SECRETA1RE-CA1SS1ERE  NATIONALE  Patricia  Gifford,  Indiana 


Martha  Barron,  Arizona 
Bonnie  Brewer,  Indiana 

Ratification  of  Elections  of  Les  Divisional  Demi  Chapeaux  Nationaux 

INTRODUCTION  OF  LES  DEMI  CHAPEAUX  AND  PINNING  OF  LES  DEMI  CHAPEAU  NATIONAUX 
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REPORT  OF  JUDGE  OF  ELECTIONS 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED  OFFICERS  FOR  1992-1993 
UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 


Post  Marche  Pouvoir 
Saturday  August  29,  1992 

(Immediately  following  La  Marche  Session)  Chicago  Ballroom  E (Fifth  Floor) 

Installation  Banquet 
Saturday,  August  29,  1992 
Grand  Ballroom  - Salon  II  (Seventh  Floor) 


Cash  Bar 6:00  to  7:00  P.M. 

LA  MARCHE  BANQUET  7:00  P.M. 

Processional  of  Guests  Maxine  Martin,  Banquet  Chairman 

Invocation Mille  Harrold,  L’Aumonier  National 

Pledge  of  Allegiance Elizabeth  Lori,  La  Concierge  Nationale 

National  Anthem  Assembly 

Welcome Norma  Williams,  National  La  Marche  Chairman 

Response Colleen  Stephens,  Le  Demi  Chapeau  National 

ENTERTAINMENT 


Installation  of  Officers  1992-1993 
Presentation  of  Le  Chapeau  National  Passe  Pin 
Benediction 
Retirement  of  Colors 

Adjournment  of  La  Marche  National  1992 
Receiving  Line  for  1992-93  Officers 


DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS: 

Chairman,  Lois  Lansdale,  California 
Kitty  Patterson,  Louisiana 
Treva  Reimink,  Oklahoma 
Elsie  Hemphill,  Kansas 
CREDENTIALS: 

Chairman,  Beverly  Stites,  Indiana 
Martha  Shea,  Indiana 
Nan  Genta,  New  Mexico 
Martha  Strobl,  Indiana 
PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION: 
Chairman,  Helen  Steiner,  Florida 
Mary  C.  Corboy,  Illinois 
Louise  Tierney,  Massachusetts 
RULES  & ORDER: 

Chairman,  Agnes  Crawford,  Kansas 
Mary  Pat  Shedd,  New  York 
Doris  J.  Brown,  Oregon 
RESOLUTIONS: 

Chairman,  Donna  Baley,  Michigan 
Wanda  North,  Utah 
Emma  M.  Wagner,  Virginia 


LA  MARCHE  NATIONAL  CHAIRMAN 
Norma  Williams 

LA  MARCHE  NATIONAL  HONORARY  and  VICE 

CHAIRMAN 
Maxine  Martin 

LA  MARCHE  NATIONAL  SECRETAIRE- 

CAISS1ERE 
Ruth  Hitch 

BANQUET  CHAIRMAN 
Maxine  Martin 

HALLS  & SEATING  CHAIRMAN 
Cathy  Horrigan 

DECORATIONS  AND  FAVORS 
Judy  Zimmerman 


Special  Marche  Committees 

LES  MARCHALS: 

Elzena  Wagner,  Ohio 
Emily  Miner,  California 
NATIONAL  PAGES: 

Chairman,  Dorothy  Ann  Stephens,  Indiana 
Vice  Chairman,  Rose  Callahan,  Michigan 
Virginia  Laird,  New  Jersey 
Betty  Norsworthy,  Florida 
Bernice  Beckman,  Missouri 
Connie  Hernandz,  Arizona 
Joan  Martin,  Colorado 
Helen  Goewey,  Connecticut 
Helen  K.  Jones,  Oklahoma 
Joyce  Petersen,  Nebraska 
Claudine  Bethal,  Arkansas 
Esther  C.  Duthur,  Louisiana 
PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL: 
Cynthia  Suchan,  Ohio 
Doris  Hillier,  Ohio 


Local  Committees 

ENTERTAINMENT 
Dorothy  Hinson 
DISPLAYS 

Lorraine  Griesmann 
Wanda  Szalaj 
Bess  Kaltsas 

TRANSPORTATION  CHAIRMAN 
Effie  Marros 

COORDINATOR  OF  CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 
Judy  Shippee 

PUBLICITY 
Marian  Szmanski 

L’AIDE  TO  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 
Bea  Tetley 


PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  LA  SECRETAIRE- 
CA1SSIERE  NATIONALE: 

Patricia  Gifford,  Indiana 
Martha  Barron,  Arizona 
Bonita  Brewer,  Indiana 
REGISTRATION  COMMITTEE: 

Chairman,  Billie  Martin  Davis,  Oregon 
Judy  Taylor,  Indiana 
Helen  Conn,  Indiana 
Mary  Patterson,  Illinois 
EMBLEM  DIVISION  COMMITTEE: 

Chairman,  Dorothy  Vess,  Indiana 
Betty  Rentfrow,  Indiana 
Betty  Beaty,  Indiana 
CANDIDATE'S  RECEPTION: 

Mrs.  Elsie  Hemphill,  Junior  Chapeau  National 
Passe,  Kansas 
JUDGE  OF  ELECTIONS: 

Esther  Glaub,  Alaska 
TELLERS: 

Martha  Engh,  South  Dakota 
Shirley  Rohan,  Ohio 
Martha  Taylor,  Indiana 
Judy  Fournier,  Rhode  Island 


COORDINATORS  FOR  DIVISIONAL 
CAUCUSES: 

Central  Division  Carmen  Karr 

Eastern  Division  Sue  Buzinski 

Northwestern  Division  Ruth  Rankin 
Southern  Division  Mabel  Schultz 
Western  Division  Ruth  Hitch 

L’AIDE  TO  L'AUMONIER  NATIONAL 
Minnie  Stacy 

L'AIDE  TO  SECRETA1RE-CA1SSIERE 
NATIONALE 
Dorothy  Grimm 
Marjorie  Martin 
FLOWERS 

Betty  Lou  Thompson 
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Sons  of  the  American  Legion 


Eugene  L.  Sacco 
National  Commander 


Agenda 
21st  Annual 
National  Convention 
Chicago,  Illinois 


National  Vice  Commander 

(East)  Brian  O’Hearne  (MA) 

National  Vice  Commander 

(South) Randy  Gay  (GA) 

National  Vice  Commander 

(Central) James  W.  Arter  (IN) 

National  Vice  Commander 

(Midwest) Larry  McIntyre  (NE) 

National  Vice  Commander 

(West) William  F.  Null  (AK) 

National  Assistant  Adjutants 

Harold  E.  Thompson,  Jr.  (NE) 

Wendell  Gordon  (NM) 

Kervin  L.  Bradford  (TX) 

Carl  Griffee  (KS) 

Ernest  J.  Prior  (Rl) 

National  Chaplain Ronnie  Grist  (GA) 

National  Assistant  Historian  A1  Valerio  (CA) 

National  Judge  Advocate Joseph  Paviglianti  (NY) 

National  Sergeant-at-Arms John  Widmann  (IN) 

National  Assistant  Sergeant-at-Arms 

John  Spague  (CA) 

John  C.  Crawford  (FL) 

Brian  James  (KY) 

Michael  H.  Wellington  (MD) 

Craig  Brandon  (GA) 

National  Commander’s  Aide  ....  Roland  D.  Matteson  (AZ) 


Sessions:  All  sessions,  including  those  of  the  National  Exec- 
utive Committee,  will  be  conducted  in  the  International  Ball- 
room at  the  Fairmont  Hotel,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Registration:  National  Convention  Delegate  and  Alternate 
registration  will  be  conducted  in  the  foyer  area  at  the  Fair- 
mont Hotel,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


Friday,  August  21,  1992 

1 :00  P.M.  Registration  of  National  Convention  Delegates 
and  Alternates  begins. 

5:00  P.M.  Registration  closes  until  Saturday  at  8:00  A.M. 
7:00  P.M.  N.E.C.  Meeting  (Pre-Convention  Meeting) 

Call  to  Order  — Eugene  L.  Sacco  (CA) 

Salute  to  Colors 
Pledge  of  Allegiance 
Invocation  — Ronnie  Grist  (GA) 

Preamble  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion 

Roll  Call  — Woodrow  L.  Mudge,  Jr.  (CO), 
National  Adjutant 
Other  Opening  Business 
Reports  of  National  Commissions: 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

Americanism 

Public  Relations 

Legislative 

Internal  Affairs 

Finance 

Unfinished  Business 
New  Business 
Good  of  the  S.A.L. 

Benediction  — Ronnie  Grist  (GA),  National 
Chaplain 

Saturday,  August  22,  1992 

8:00  A.M.  Delegate  and  Alternate  Registration  Opens 
9:00  A.M.  21st  Annual  National  Convention 

Call  to  Order  — Eugene  L.  Sacco  (CA), 

National  Commander 
Posting  of  the  Colors 
Pledge  of  Allegiance 
Invocation  — Ronnie  Grist  (GA) 

Preamble  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion 
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Roll  Call  — Woodrow  L.  Mudge,  Jr.  (CO), 
National  Adjutant 

Reading  of  the  Convention  Call  — Woodrow 
Mudge,  National  Adjutant 
Opening  Remarks  — Eugene  L.  Sacco  (CA), 
National  Commander 
Establishment  of  Convention  Committees 
First  Report  of  Credentials  Committee 
First  Report  of  Legislative  and  Rules  Committee 
Salute  to  the  Colors 
Recess  for  Committee  Meetings 

1:00  P.M.  Reconvene  — Eugene  L.  Sacco  (CA),  National 
Commander 

Salute  to  the  Colors 

Roll  Call  — Woodrow  L.  Mudge,  Jr.  (CO), 
National  Adjutant 

(NOTE:  During  the  Convention  Session,  various  addresses 

will  be  delivered) 

Reports  of  National  Officers 

Brian  O’Hearne  (AAA),  National  Vice 
Commander  (East) 

Randy  Gay  (GA),  National  Vice  Commander 
(South) 

James  W.  Arter  (IN),  National  Vice  Commander 
(Central) 

Larry  D.  McIntyre  (NE),  National  Vice 
Commander  (Midwest) 

William  F.  Null  (AK),  National  Vice  Commander 
(West) 

Reports  of  National  Convention  Committees 

Credentials  — Preliminary  Report 
Americanism 

Constitutional  Amendments 
Finance 
Internal  Affairs 
Legislative  and  Rules 
Membership 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Presentation  of  Child  Welfare  Report  and 
Awards 

Presentation  of  National  History  Contest  Awards 
A1  Valerio  (CA),  National  Historian 
Presentation  of  Community  Service  Scrapbook 
Award 

Terry  J.  Kettering  (OH),  Chairman  National 
Community  Affairs 

4:00  P.M.  Registration  Closes  until  Sunday  morning 


Sunday,  August  23,  1992 

7:00  A.M.  Registration  Opens 
8:00  A.M.  Registration  Closes 

Reconvene  — Eugene  L.  Sacco  (CA),  National 
Commander 
Salute  to  the  Colors 
Pledge  of  Allegiance 

Invocation  — Ronnie  Grist  (GA),  National 
Chaplain 

Roll  Call  — Woodrow  L.  Mudge,  Jr.  (CO), 
National  Adjutant 

National  Convention  Memorial  Service 
Ronnie  Grist  (GA),  National  Chaplain 


National  Commanders  Report  — 

Eugene  L.  Sacco  (CA),  National  Commander 
Final  Report  of  Credentials  Committee 
Special  Order  of  Business  — Election  of 
National  Commander 
National  Vice  Commanders  (5) 

National  Chaplain 

Installation  of  Newly  Elected  National  Officers 
Benediction  — Ronnie  Grist  (GA),  National 
Chaplain 

Retirement  of  Colors  — Ronnie  Grist  (GA) 

Final  Adjournment  — Eugene  L.  Sacco  (CA), 
National  Commander 

1:00  P.M.  N.E.C.  Meeting  — Post  Convention  Meeting 
(Approx.)  Call  to  Order  — Newly  Elected  National 
Commander 
Salute  to  the  Colors 

Invocation  — Newly  Elected  National  Chaplain 
Roll  Call  — National  Adjutant 
Confirmation  of  Appointed  National  Officers 
Appointment  of  Standing  National  Committees 
and  Commissions 

Remarks  by  new  Committee  and  Commission 
Chairman 

Unfinished  Business 
New  Business 

Benediction  — Newly  Elected  National 
Chaplain 

Salute  to  the  Colors 
Adjournment  — Newly  Elected  National 
Commander 
2:00  P.M.  Parade 


Past  National  Commanders 


1968  Michael  Seaton  (CA) 

1969  Robert  McBride  (OH) 

1970  J.R.  Stillwell  (1L) 

1971  J.R.  Stillwell  (1L) 

1972  John  Smolinsky  (MA) 

1973  Robert  Faust  (CA) 

1974  James  Hartman  (MD) 

1975  Gregory  Reis  (1L) 

1976  Grant  Jamieson  (Ml) 

1977  Charles  Gannon  (MD) 

1978  John  M.  Sherrard  (CA) 

1979  Richard  Kepler  (AZ) 

1980  Ernest  Wilson  (NJ) 

1981  Donald  Willson  (PA) 

1982  David  P.  Stephens  (IN) 

1983  Christopher  R.  Cerullo  (NY) 

1984  Fred  Hartline  (OH) 

1985  Woodrow  L.  Mudge,  Jr.  (CO) 

1986  Royce  Doucet  (LA) 

1987  Douglas  Bible  (MN) 

1988  Richard  L.  League  (MD) 

1989  David  Faust  (WI) 

1990  Charles  R.  Belles  (VA) 

1991  Robert  A.  Worrel  (IN) 
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Annual  Report 

Covers  Period  Ending  June  1,  1992 

The  final  pages  of  this  official  program  of  the  74th 
Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion 
contain  a condensed  annual  report  for  the  American 
Legion  1991  year.  A complete,  detailed  report  has 
been  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  in  accordance  with  requirements  of  the 
Legion’s  Congressionally-granted  charter. 

Believing  that  the  delegates  to  the  National 
Convention  are  entitled  to  receive  a concise  statement 
of  the  major  activities  of  the  American  Legion  year 
ending  with  this  National  Convention,  your  national 
headquarters  provides  this  illustrated  report  as  a part 
of  the  official  program.  In  this  manner,  we  are  assured 
that  every  delegate  and  every  one  who  registers  for 
the  convention  will  receive  the  condensed  annual 
report. 


The  American  Legion  74th  Annual  Report 

A full,  detailed  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  249,  77th  Congress.  Approved  September  18,  1941 
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hicago  is  often  called  “The  City 
With  Broad  Shoulders.”  If  that  means 
big  and  strong,  and  yet  compassionate 
and  willing  to  carry  large  burdens  and 
accomplish  huge  tasks,  then  Chicago 
is  certainly  the  appropriate  city  to  host 
the  74th  Annual  National  Convention 
of  The  American  Legion,  the  world’s 
largest  and  strongest  veterans 
organization! 

We  have  met  here  in  convention 
many  times  before,  of  course.  But  we 
are  bigger  and  stronger  in  many  ways 
than  in  those  previous  years.  We  are  in 
our  eighth  straight  year  of  membership 
growth,  and  are  looking  toward  a total 
of  3.2  million  members  in  the  very 
near  future. 

That  strength  of  membership  allows 
us  to  continue  to  successfully  carry  out 
the  mandates  of  the  four  basic 
programs  of  The  American  Legion. 

But  it  also  permits  us  to  exert  our 
considerable  influence  in  the 
governmental  arena  at  all  levels  for  the 
betterment  of  the  community,  state 
and  nation. 

That  is  exactly  what  National 
Commander  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco 
told  us  when  he  took  the  oath  of  office 
one  year  ago  at  our  National 
Convention  in  Phoenix.  The 
Commander  reminded  us  of  his  credo, 
“Success  is  a Journey,  Not  a 
Destination.”  He  identified  several 
issues  and  objectives,  both  new  and 
on-going,  as  priorities  and  invited  us  to 
join  him  on  that  journey. 

Under  his  leadership,  we  have  had 
may  successes  during  the  past  year, 
and  are  heading  toward  several  more.  I 
have  space  to  mention  only  a few  of 
the  important  ones. 

The  newest  generation  of  veterans, 
those  brave  men  and  women  who 
served  in  Operation  Desert  Storm, 
were  made  eligible  for  membership 
and  are  actively  being  recruited  and 
signed  up  as  Legionnaires. 

To  serve  them,  as  we  have  always 
served  those  before,  we  have  proposed 
legislation  to  provide  them  education 
and  training  benefits  on  a par  with 
previous  veterans.  We  expect 
enactment  of  such  a measure  before 
too  long.  In  addition,  we  are  actively 
working  to  insure  that  government  jobs 


and  training  programs  for  veterans  are 
continued  and  stengthened. 

We  continue  to  make  sure  they  get 
the  care  and  benefits  they  earned 
through  their  service  to  their  country.  In 
particular,  we  have  proposed  via  NEC 
Resolution  #1  (May,  1992)  that  the  VA 
Health  Care  System  be  totally  reformed 
and  developed  as  a national  asset, 
adequately  funded,  and  open  to  all 
veterans,  including  those  eligible  to  use 
Medicare.  Our  leadership  and  strength 
of  membership  scored  a resounding 
success  when  it  prevented  the  erosion 
of  the  system  threatened  by  an  ill- 
begotten  scheme  to  admit  non- 
veterans to  VAMC’s  in  some  rural  areas. 

We  have  made  notable  progress  in 
our  campaign  to  protect  the  flag  from 
desecration  by  means  of  a 
constitutional  amendment.  1991-1992 
saw  a total  of  26  state  legislatures  pass 
resolutions  memorializing  the  G.S. 
Congress  to  enact  a flag  protection 
amendment.  We  are  determined  to 
reach  our  goal  of  at  least  38  states 
which  have  indicated  to  our  Federal 
government  that  the  required  two 
thirds  of  the  American  people  want  the 
flag  protected  by  the  Constitution.  Our 
latest  Gallup  Poll  (January,  1992)  says 
that  77  percent  of  Americans  favor 
such  an  amendment. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  first  full 
year  of  a five  year  commemoration  of 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  World  War 
Two.  It  was  an  honor  to  accompany 
National  Commander  DiFrancesco  on 
two  trips  in  connection  with  this 
important  task  of  “preserving  the 
memories  and  incidents  of  our 
associations  in  the  great  wars.” 

The  first  was  to  Pearl  Harbor  last 
December  7th  to  observe  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  event  that  plunged 
our  country  into  the  war.  The  second 
mission  was  a trek  to  the  jungles  of 
New  Guinea  in  April  to  erect 
memorials  to  the  heroism  of  brave 
Americans  whose  action  in  preventing 
the  Japanese  advance  on  Australia  had 
nearly  been  forgotten. 

Internal  developments  at  National 
Headquarters  during  the  past  year 
continued  to  modernize  and 
strengthen  our  ability  to  meet  the 
needs  of  our  growing  membership, 


conduct  our  traditional  programs,  and 
meet  new  challenges. 

The  Management  Information 
Systems  Division  has  expanded,  with 
additional  upgrading  in  technology 
approved  and  scheduled  for 
implementation.  National  Headquarters 
is  now  on  line  with  Washington  and  the 
Auxiliary.  Several  Departments  have 
computerized  and  are  using  programs 
developed  for  their  own  needs,  or 
utilizing  ones  which  have  worked  well 
elsewhere.  A Department  Adjutants 
“mini-conference”  in  May  devoted 
much  time  to  the  subject,  and  MIS  and 
Internal  Affairs  teams  have  been 
consulting  and  visiting  several 
Departments  to  assist  in  their 
conversion  to  the  new  technology. 

The  bi-weekly,  internal  publication, 
The  DISPATCH,  which  was  introduced 
at  last  year’s  convention,  has 
undergone  an  evolutionary  series  of 
format  changes.  I believe  the  current 
12-page  tabloid  format,  providing  a 
regular  section  for  news  of  each 
program  division,  and  enhanced  by 
color  and  clever  layout  and  type-styles, 
is  an  excellent  means  of  informing  the 
Legion  readership  in  an  interesting  and 
timely  fashion.  You  will  note  that  the 
National  Adjutant’s  Newsletter,  formerly 
an  independent  publication,  is  now  a 
regular  feature  of  the  DISPATCH. 

1 am  proud  to  say  that  the  many 
accomplishments  of  the  organization 
not  only  this  year  but  during  the  past 
ten  years  have  moved  The  American 
Legion  firmly  into  the  forefront  of  not- 
for-profit  groups,  but  more  importantly, 
established  us  as  a true  leader  in  the 
field  of  community-based,  national 
membership  service  organizations.  □ 


ROBERT  W.  SPANOGLE 
National  Adjutant 
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The  National  Executive  Committee 

Between  National  Conventions,  the  administrative  authority  of  The  American  Legion  is  exercised  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee  composed  of  the  National  Commander,  the  five  National  Vice  Commanders,  National  Chaplain,  and  one  commit- 
teeman (plus  alternate)  elected  by  each  department.  Past  National  Commanders  are  life  members  of  the  NEC  without  vote.  The 
NEC  appoints  the  National  Adjutant,  Treasurer,  Judge  Advocate,  Chaplain,  Historian  and  Sergeant-at-Arms.  The  NEC  also  has 
full  and  complete  control  over  the  annual  budget. 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas  

California 

Canada  

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

France 

Georgia 

Hawaii 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Italy 

Kansas  

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts  .... 

Mexico 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 


National  Executive  Committeemen 


James  M.  Harbuck,  Jr.  Missouri Harrell  H.  Boedeker 

....  William  M.  Bishop  Montana Herman  Jensen 

Julian  F.  Santos  Nebraska Roger  L.  Wild 

Claude  Carpenter  Nevada Archie  Pozzi,  Jr. 

Wallace  W.  Riddle  New  Hampshire George  V.  West 

David  F.  Martinez  New  Jersey Albert  M.  Robotti 

James  H.  McNeal  New  Mexico Robert  W.  Durand 

Richard  W.  Anderson  New  York Frank  J.  D’Amico 

Donald  E.  Neil  North  Carolina Robert  A.  Tart 

Sotero  Garcia  North  Dakota Howard  V.  Erickson 

George  L.  Derrick  Ohio Gerald  L.  Moore 

. . . Merwyn  M.  Beavers  Oklahoma Tom  C.  Smith 

Horace  E.  Borders  Oregon T.  Les  Galloway 

Robert  J.  Conrad  Panama  Canal Dan  McDonald 

Frank  Dalton  Pennsylvania Joseph  V.  Adams 

Frank  Johnston  Philippines Ernesto  P.  Golez 

Gilbert  E.  Sheeks  Puerto  Rico Carlos  Orria-Medina 

Bernard  E.  Blink  Rhode  Island Dennis  T.  Golda 

. . Frank  C.  Bottigliero  South  Carolina E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr. 

CJ.S.  “Cldie”  Grant  South  Dakota Donald  Clarke 

Silas  M.  Noel  Tennessee Virgil  C.  Christa 

J-O.  Berthelot  Texas John  D.  Morris 

William  L.  Ciciotte  Utah William  E.  Christoffersen 

. . . Donald  C.  Messick  Vermont Calvin  W.  Cole 

John  J.  Mulkern  Virginia Edwin  J.  Dentz 

Frank  H.  Nolan  Washington Robert  G.  Ridenhour 

F.  Gerrit  Veldman  West  Virginia Jack  T.  Gribben 

Donald  R.  Schroedl  Wisconsin James  E.  Chapin 

. . . . Hershel  O.  Ladner  Wyoming E.  Lawson  Schwope 


Past  National  Commanders 


E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr. South  Carolina  James  M.  Wagonseller 

George  N.  Craig Indiana  Harry  G.  Wiles 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr. Georgia  William  J.  Rogers 

J.  Addington  Wagner Michigan  John  M.  (Jack)  Carey  , 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr Illinois  Frank  I.  Hamilton  . . . . 

Preston  J.  Moore Oklahoma  Michael  J.  Kogutek  . . . 

William  R.  Burke California  Jack  W.  Flynt 

Daniel  F.  Foley Minnesota  A1  Keller,  Jr. 

Donald  E.  Johnson Iowa  Keith  Kreul 

L.  Eldon  James Virginia  Clarence  M.  Bacon . . . . 

William  E.  Galbraith Nebraska  Dale  L.  Renaud 

J.  Milton  Patrick Oklahoma  James  P.  Dean 

Alfred  P.  Chamie California  John  P.  “Jake”  Comer 

John  H.  Geiger Illinois  H.F.  “ Sparky”  Gieke  . , 

Joe  L.  Matthews Texas  Miles  S.  Epling 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton Maryland  Robert  S.  Turner 


Ohio 

Kansas 

Maine 

Michigan 

Indiana 

New  York 

Texas 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Maryland 

Iowa 

Mississippi 

Massachusetts 
. North  Dakota 
, . West  Virginia 
Georgia 
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National  Officers 


Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  (PA) 
National  Commander 


Robert  W.  Spanogle  (MI) 
National  Adjutant 


James  G.  Brouillette  (VT) 
Nat.  Vice  Commander 


Donal  M.  Squires  (WV) 
Nat.  Chaplain 


Thomas  P.  Cadmus  (MI) 
Nat.  Vice  Commander 


P.  B.  Onderdonk,  Jr.  (MD) 
Nat.  Judge  Advocate 


Ronald  C.  Murphy  (AZ) 
Nat.  Vice  Commander 


Webber  LaGrange  (IN) 
Nat.  Treasurer 


Lawrence  F.  Roy  (OK) 
Nat.  Vice  Commander 


Bettie  M.  Cannon  (MT) 
Nat.  Historian 


Lee  R.  Stolfus  (KS) 
Nat.  Vice  Commander 


Samuel  B.  Marting  (PA) 
Nat.  Sgt.-At-Arms 


T he  American  Legion  is  committed 
to  serving  this  nation’s  veterans,  their 
families  and  all  children.  This 
commitment  has  remained  rock-solid 
since  1919  when  veterans  of  World  War 
I returned  to  American  soil  and  formed 
this  great  organization. 

As  the  National  Convention  returns 
to  Chicago,  Illinois  for  the  ninth  time  in 
the  organization’s  74  year  history, 
delegates  once  again  gather  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  nation’s 
largest  war-time  veterans  organization. 
From  this  convention  will  come 
policies  that  will  direct  the  more  than 
3.1  million  volunteer  members  as  they 


work  to  make  their  communities  and 
our  nation  better  in  the  coming  year. 

The  American  Legion  accomplished 
its  goals  and  objectives  through  two 
offices:  National  Headquarters, 
Indianapolis,  lnd.,  and  a major  national 
office  located  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  Legion’s  chief  executive  officer 
is  the  National  Commander,  elected  by 
delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
for  a term  of  one  year.  Other  national 
officers  chosen  by  National  Convention 
action  are  the  five  National  Vice 
Commanders. 

Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  of 
Middletown,  Penn.,  is  the  1991-92 


National  Commander  of  The  American 
Legion.  The  major  accomplishments 
during  his  term  of  office  are 
represented  in  the  following  pages  of 
this  program  and  condensed  annual 
report. 

Robert  W.  Spanogle  of  Michigan,  the 
National  Adjutant  is  the  chief 
administrative  officer  of  The  American 
Legion.  The  National  Adjutant,  the 
National  Judge  Advocate,  the  National 
Treasurer,  the  National  Chaplain,  the 
National  Historian  and  the  National 
Sergeant-at-Arms  comprise  the 
appointed  National  Officers  of  The 
American  Legion.  □ 
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Highlights  from 

National  Commander  DiFrancesco! 


Newly-elected  Commander  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  takes  the  oath  of  office  from  PNC  John  H.  Geiger  at  the  73rd  National  Convention  Phoenix,  Ariz.  The 
Lommanders  wife,  Mrs.  Beverly  DiFrancesco,  witnesses  the  swearing-in. 


A Legion  color  guard  presents  our  nation’s 
banner  at  a session  of  the  73rd  National 
Convention  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  in  1991. 

Dignitaries  included,  left  to  right.  South 
Carolina  PNC  and  NECman  E.  Roy  Stone  Jr., 
newly-elected  National  Commander  Dominic  D. 
DiFrancesco,  and  National  Adjutant  Robert  W. 
Spanogle. 
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tourney  to  Success  in  91-92 


A New  Guinea  tribesman  poses  with  National  Commander  DiFrancesco, 
right,  and  National  Adjutant  Robert  W.  Spanogle  during  the 
Commander’s  tour  of  New  Guinea  in  April  1992.  The  Legion  erected 
50th  anniversary  memorials  honoring  American  troops  who  battled  the 
jungle  and  the  Japanese  during  World  War  II. 


National 
Commander 
Dominic  D. 
DiFrancesco 
addresses  members 
of  the  National 
Executive 
Committee  at  the 
group’s  Spring 
Meeting.  The 
Commander 
reported  on  his 
recently  completed 
trip  to  New  Guinea, 
and  reviewed  the 
Legion’s  legislative 
agenda. 


Commander  DiFrancesco  carries  out  many  duties  in  his  capacity  as  head  of  the  nation’s  largest  veterans’  organization.  The  Commander  is  pictured  in 


Indianapolis  taping  one  of  several  public  service  messages  on  behalf  of  Legion  programs. 
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It  is  the 

objective  of  the 
National 
Americanism 
Commission  to 
translate 
Americanism 
precepts, 
principles  and 
ideals  in  an 
understanding 
and  practical 
manner  to  Legion  Posts  and  other 
groups  and  individuals,  including 
young  America.  The  National 
Americanism  Commission  has 
attempted  to  achieve  that  objective 
through  programs  emphasizing 
community  service,  better  citizenship, 
youth  development,  educational 
assistance  and  counter-subversive 
activities. 

An  effective  national  Americanism 
program  depends  upon  post  level, 
community-oriented  activities.  The 
local  Americanism  programs  become 
the  lifeblood  of  The  American  Legion, 
helping  to  maintain  a large 
membership  base  while  fostering  a 
beneficial  public  awareness  in  their 
respective  communities. 

Americanism  programs  of  The 
American  Legion  are  conducted  by 
thousands  of  Posts  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  volunteers  throughout 
the  organization.  Those  activities  serve 
their  community  in  a variety  of  ways. 
Among  the  most  visible  programs  are 
those  which  benefit  our  nations  young 
people,  our  leaders  of  tomorrow.  They 
include  American  Legion  Baseball, 

Boys  State/Nation,  the  National  High 
School  Oratorical  Contest,  Junior 
Shooting  Sports  and  educational 
assistance  activities. 

American  Legion  youth  programs 
are  recognized  worldwide  for  the 
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contributions  they  have  made  to  the 
quality  of  life  in  the  United  States. 
Although  several  of  them  have  been  in 
existence  for  over  50  years,  they  are  all 
as  appropriate  today  as  they  were  at 
the  time  of  their  inception.  Their 
popularity  comes  from  the  work  of 
Americanism  volunteers  at  all  levels  of 
the  organization. 

The  National  Americanism 
Commission  has  worked  closely  with 
The  American  Legion’s  National 
Legislative  Division  in  efforts  to  secure 
a Constitutional  Amendment  to  protect 
our  Flag  from  those  who  would 
physically  desecrate  it.  Flag  education, 
including  efforts  to  protect  it,  is  a 
priority  activity  of  this  Commission  and 
we  will  continue  to  emphasize  that  our 
Flag  is  more  than  “a  piece  of  cloth.”  It 
is  the  symbol  of  our  Country  and  it 
should  be  treated  with  respect. 

During  the  past  year  the 
Americanism  Commission  has  devoted 
attention  to  Federal  legislative  matters 
of  concern  to  most  Americans.  Current 
mandates  of  the  Organization  that  are 
paramount  to  the  interests  of  the 
Commission  continue  to  be  in  the 
areas  of  effective  intelligence  agencies, 
with  problems  created  by  recent 
changes  in  immigration  laws,  with  acts 
of  terrorism,  and  with  the 
establishment  of  English  as  the  official 
language  of  the  United  States. 

The  Americanism  Commission  is 
charged  with  the  supervision  and 
coordination  of  two  National  Standing 
Committees:  the  National  Committee 
on  Education  and  the  Counter- 
Subversive  Activities  Committee. 

BOY  SCOUTS 

The  first  national  Americanism  youth 
activity  of  The  American  Legion  was 
the  organizations  support  for  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America.  Through  the  years, 
American  Legion  and  Auxiliary  support 
of  Scouting  has  helped  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  young  men  to  become 
better  citizens. 

Last  year,  almost  2,500  Scout  units 
chartered  to  American  Legion  Posts 
and  Auxiliary  Units  served  more  than 
66,000  young  men  and  women.  Yes, 

Boy  Scout  Exploring  Units  do  have 
young  ladies  as  members! 

Each  year  the  National  Americanism 
Commission  selects  an  American 


Legion  Scout  of  the  Year.  The  recipient 
of  this  award  is  presented  an  $8,000 
college  scholarship  and  an  all-expense 
paid  trip  to  The  American  Legions 
National  Convention.  This  year  the  title 
of  “Scout  of  the  Year"  was  bestowed 
upon  Mark  Wesley  Gibson  of  Vairico, 
Florida.  He  was  sponsored  by  Dale 
Mabry  Post  139,  Tampa,  Florida. 

Three  runners-up  were  awarded 
scholarships  of  $2,000  each.  The 
young  men  selected  were:  Dennis 
Wade  Griffith  II,  sponsored  by 
American  Legion  Post  15,  Decatur, 
Alabama;  Christopher  David  Wacker, 
sponsored  by  J.  L.  Shryer  Post  430, 
Durant,  Iowa;  and  Michael  P.  Kerr, 
sponsored  by  Frank  Stull  Post  152, 
Ness  City,  Kansas. 

AMERICAN  LEGION  BASEBALL 

During  the  past  year  approximately 
82,000  young  men  on  nearly  4,200 
teams  received  the  support,  the 
guidance  and  the  learning  opportunity 
provided  through  American  Legion 
Baseball.  During  this  National 
Convention,  eight  regional 
championship  teams  will  begin  play  in 
the  1992  American  Legion  World 
Series  of  Baseball  at  Fargo,  North 
Dakota.  The  event  will  conclude  the 
67th  consecutive  season  of  the  nation’s 
oldest  amateur  youth  baseball 
program. 

The  number  of  former  American 
Legion  players  now  in  Major  League 
Baseball  has  remained  constant  over 
the  years,  and  this  season  again,  more 
than  half  are  Legion  Baseball 
graduates  who  gained  experience  with 
Legion  teams  before  they  signed  their 
first  professional  contract. 

JUNIOR  SHOOTING  SPORTS 

Perhaps  several  years  from  now  we’ll 
be  able  to  point  to  an  Olympic  athlete 
and  say,  “The  American  Legion  helped 
that  person  achieve  that  lofty  goal.” 
Through  competition  in  The  American 
Legion’s  Junior  Shooting  Sports 
Program,  we  are  helping  young 
athletes  prepare  for  competition  in  a 
sport  requiring  mental  discipline  and 
self  control. 

The  Junior  Shooting  Sports 
program  for  boys  and  girls  14  to  20 
years  of  age,  is  just  four  years  old  but  is 
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Champions  of  the  National  Junior  Shooting 
Sports  program  held  in  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
in  June  are  shown  above  with  Hillary  Snyder 
(left)  of  Myerstown,  PA  and  Gavin  Lewis  of 
Remington,  NJ. 

growing  in  size  at  a rapid  rate.  Nearly 
250  shooting  clubs  affiliated  with  The 
American  Legion,  are  part  of  a 
nationwide  program  of  shooting  safety 
and  marksmanship  that  aids  the 
development  of  competitive  skills 
which  could  lead  to  Olympic  gold. 

The  program  utilizes  .177  caliber 
pellet  rifles  which  are  pneumatically 
powered. 

The  second  annual  National 
Championship  of  the  Junior  Shooting 
Sports  program  was  conducted  June 
17-21  at  the  Olympic  Training  Center  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  Twenty-four 
high  school  students  from  American 
Legion  affiliated  shooting  clubs 
competed  for  the  championship 
honors  in  two  categories.  More  than 
500  shooters  entered  this  year's 
competition. 

BOYS  STATE/BOYS  NATION 

The  best  way,  perhaps  the  only  way, 
to  assure  that  our  republic  continues  is 
to  train  our  young  people  in  the  ideals 
and  objectives  of  American 
government.  By  teaching  the  basic 
principles  involved  in  the  successful 
management  of  a democratic  society, 
developing  understanding  and 
appreciation  for  it,  we  can  keep 
America  strong  and  ensure  freedom  to 
future  generations.  These  are  the 
distinguished  and  long-standing 
objectives  of  American  Legion  Boys 
State. 

These  objectives  are  accomplished 
through  this  unique  summertime 
program  that  emphasizes  participation 
and  personal  experience  in  a model 


state,  complete  with  governing  bodies 
and  elected  public  officials. 

More  than  one-and-a-half  million 
young  men  have  received  the  taste  of 
politics  and  public  service  that  Boys 
States  provide.  It  is  an  experience,  by 
the  way,  that  is  a life-long 
remembrance  for  those  who 
participate.  I know  because  I am  one  of 
those  one-and-a-half  million  who 
attended  American  Legion  Boys  State. 

Each  year  more  than  28,000  attend 
Boys  States  in  the  48  Legion 
Departments  where  the  program  is 
conducted.  Each  year  the  Boys  States 
select  two  outstanding  graduates  to 
represent  them  at  American  Legion 
Boys  Nation.  Held  in  Washington,  DC, 
in  July  of  each  year,  it  is  at  Boys  Nation 
that  the  delegates  are  introduced, 
firsthand,  to  the  operation  of  the 
government  at  the  federal  level. 

NATIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 
ORATORICAL  CONTEST 

Without  The  American  Legion  and 
the  National  High  School  Oratorical 
Contest,  many  thousands  of  young 
people  may  not  have  had  the 
encouragement  to  study  the  United 
States  Constitution  or  receive  any  of 
the  nearly  two  million  dollars  in 
scholarships  that  the  program  has 
provided  over  the  last  56  years. 

On  April  6,  1992,  54  department 


champions  began  the  weeklong  trail  to 
the  National  Finals  at  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  where  the  final  four 
contestants  vied  for  $60,000  in 
scholarship  monies.  The  four  national 
finalists  were:  Kerri  Ruttenberg,  16, 
sponsored  by  Adams,  Hanna,  Moore 
Memorial  Post  156,  Columbia,  MD, 
$18,000;  Jenice  Mitchell,  17,  sponsored 
by  Internal  Revenue  Post  561,  Detroit, 
Ml,  $16,000;  Katie  Friedman,  17, 
sponsored  by  Walnut  Creek  Post  115, 
Walnut  Creek,  CA,  $14,000;  and  Gerald 
Martin,  18,  sponsored  by  James  A.  Tate 
Post  23,  Shelbyville,  TN  $12,000. 

Those  who  competed  at  the 
Regional  level  received  a scholarship  of 
$1,000  from  The  American  Legion  Life 
Insurance  Trust  Fund.  Those  who 
competed  at  the  Sectional  level,  but 
did  not  go  on  to  the  Finals,  received  an 
additional  $3,000  scholarship.  During 
the  week  of  national  competition  in  this 
activity,  scholarships  which  were 
awarded  totaled  $138,000. 

In  1993,  the  National  finals  will  be 
held  in  Cary,  North  Carolina. 

FLAG  EDUCATION 

I would  like  to  think  that  it  has  been 
The  American  Legion  that  has  instilled 
in  America  a deep  concern  for  the 
Flag  and  what  it  stands  for.  When  the 
Supreme  Court  declared  all  laws 
regarding  Flag  protection  as 


The  four  national  oratorical  finalists  flank  Vice  Commander  Ron  Murphy  (AZ).  They  are  (L  to  R) 
Jenice  C.  Mitchell,  Detroit,  MI;  Gerald  E.  Martin,  Bell  Buckle,  TN;  Kathryn  Friedman,  Orinda,  CA; 
and  the  1992  champion  Kerri  Ruttenberg,  Columbia,  MA. 
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unconstitutional,  The  American  Legion 
became  involved  in  a two-fold 
campaign  to  return  respect  and 
appreciation  to  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States. 

The  first  thrust  was  an  immediate 
and  forceful  attempt  to  reinstate 
protection  to  the  Flag  by  getting  a 
Constitutional  amendment  passed. 
While  that  struggle  is  yet  to  be 
resolved,  it  continues  today  through 
the  memorializing  resolution  process 
in  the  state  legislatures  across  the 
country. 

The  second  thrust  was  to  develop 
and  distribute  materials  which  could  be 
used  to  re-educate  the  American 
public  to  the  significance  and 
symbolism  of  our  Flag.  The  [National 
Americanism  Commission  promotes 
Flag  education  through  publications 
such  as  Know  Your  America  and  Let's 
Be  Right  on  Flag  Etiguette.  Four  years 
ago  the  Commission  produced  and 
Posts  have  been  very  successful  in 
distributing  Our  Country's  Flag,  a 20- 
page  comic  book  developed  to  teach 
elementary  school  children  about  the 
Flag,  about  American  ideals,  patriotism 
and  about  respect  for  “Old  Glory”. 

SERVICE  TO  GOD  AND  COUNTRY 

“Service  to  God  and  Country”  is 
basic  Americanism.  This  program  is 
designed  to  help  prevent  the  spiritual 
decay  of  America  and  to  charge  our 
citizens  with  a spirit  of  positive 
Americanism,  respect  for  law, 
reverence  for  authority  and  an 
awareness  of  our  human  rights  and 
freedoms. 

The  first  of  this  dual  objective  is 
service  to  God  through  regular  public 
worship,  daily  family  prayer  and  the 
religious  education  of  children. 
Legionnaires  are  called  upon  to  make 
parents  more  aware  of  their 
responsibility  to  instill  in  their  children 
the  belief  that  God  is  the  source  of  all 
rights  and  privileges. 

The  second  objective  is  to  inculcate 
a sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the 
community,  state  and  nation  by 
preparing  young  Americans  to  take  up 
tomorrow’s  responsibilities.  It  is 
achieved  by  teaching  them  moral  and 
spiritual  values,  renewed  interest  in  our 
country’s  history,  self-discipline,  self- 
reliance,  thrift  and  ideals  of  loyalty, 


honesty  and  physical  fitness. 

The  program  is  coordinated  by  the 
Post  Chaplain  through  the  cooperation 
of  local  clergy  and  other  public  service 
and  civic  organizations  which  hold  with 
the  principles  of  The  American 
Legion’s  "Service  to  God  and  Country” 
program. 

GET  OUT  THE  VOTE 

The  National  Americanism 
Commission  continues  to  take  an 
active  role  in  its  attempt  to  get  all 
American  voters  to  the  polls  at  all  local, 
state  and  national  elections.  Based  on 
a mandate  from  The  American 
Legion’s  1920  National  Convention,  the 
Americanism  Commission,  through  its 
Get  Out  the  Vote  campaign, 
encourages  all  members  of  the 
electorate  to  register  and  vote. 

We  all  know  that  voter  apathy  is  a 
threat  to  our  nation’s  principles  of 
democracy.  The  officials  we  elect  make 
the  laws  we  live  by  and  affect  every 
aspect  of  our  daily  lives,  from  taxes  to 
quality  of  life  issues. 

A voter  information  kit  built  around 
the  theme  of  “Kick  the  Non-Voting 
Habit”  was  distributed  to  departments 
this  past  spring.  Included  in  the  kit  was 
a program  brochure,  registration  and 
voting  information,  sample  news 
releases  and  public  service 
announcements.  □ 


Committee  on 
Education 

Dr.  W.  F.  Haynie  (TX) 

Chairman 

Since  its  inception  in  1919,  The 
American  Legion  has  concerned  itself 
with  promotion  of  positive  educational 
activities.  A joint  committee  was 
formed  with  the  National  Education 
Association  which  brought  about  the 
first  American  Education  Week 
observance  in  1921.  For  over  50  years, 
this  joint  committee  met  annually  to 
discuss  education  issues  and  plans  for 
each  American  Education  Week 
observance  until  1975  when  the  NEA 


dissolved  all  committees  involved  with 
outside  organizations. 

The  American  Legion  organized  its 
National  Committee  on  Education  to 
maintain  a strong,  positive  influence  on 
education  in  America.  It  is  the  only 
national  committee  with  a voting 
membership  from  both  the  Legion  and 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary.  This 
exemplifies  the  cooperation  that  is 
necessary  and  vital  to  successful 
Legion  programs  and  activities  that 
support  the  system  of  education  in 
America. 

EDUCATION  ACTIVITIES 
OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

Like  other  programs  of  the  Legion, 
education  activities  are  many  and 
varied.  Our  financial  aid  handbook, 
Need  a Lift?  has  carried  a multitude  of 
information  on  scholarships,  loans, 
careers  and  educational  opportunities 
for  forty  years.  It  is  viewed  by 
counselors  and  educators  as  one  of 
the  best  of  its  type  in  the  Nation. 

Not  content  at  resting  on  our  laurels, 
we  researched  ways  to  improve  our 
commitment  to  education  and 
developed  “The  American  Legion 
Education  Assistance  Program.”  We 
wanted  to  make  access  to  college  as 
easy  as  possible  for  students  by 
providing  them  with  a “one  stop  shop” 
for  scholarship  and  financial 
assistance. 

The  41st  edition  of  Need  A Lift?  now 
contains  two  sections  which  can  help 
make  this  goal  a reality.  The  first  is  a 
listing  of  1,400  major  colleges  and 
universities  across  the  country.  The 
listing  answers  the  basic  questions  of 
tuition  costs,  entrance  qualifications 
and  enrollment  for  each  of  these 
institutions.  The  second  section, 

CASHE  (College  Aid  Sources  for 
Higher  Education),  contains  an 
application  for  a low-cost  electronic 
search  which  can  provide  the  student 
with  sources  for  many  other 
opportunities  for  college  funding. 

The  American  Legion,  responding  to 
the  need  for  nurses,  has  developed  a 
supplement  to  Need  A Lift?  which 
provides  financial  information  directly 
relating  to  the  nursing  field.  This 
supplement  is  entitled  Nursing 
Financial  Assistance. 

The  committee  is  aware  that  there 
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are  many  students  who  are  accepted 
to  a college  but  do  not  have  enough 
money  to  meet  their  full  financial  need. 
Beginning  in  1992,  The  American 
Legion  became  a sponsor  of  the 
United  Student  Aid  Funds,  Inc.  Option 
4 Education  Loan  Program. 

Option  4 gets  its  name  as  the  fourth 
source  a student  may  go  to  for 
financial  assistance.  The  others  are:  1) 
parents;  2)  the  college  or  university;  3) 
federal  and  state  government 
programs.  Eligibility  for  applying  for 
the  Option  4 loan  is  a “benefit  of 
membership."  If  you  are  a member  of 
The  American  Legion,  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  or  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  or  if  you  or  your 
child  participated  in  an  American 
Legion  Boys  State  program  or  an 
Auxiliary  Girls  State  program,  you  are 
eligible  to  apply  for  an  Option  4 loan. 

The  American  Legion  has  recently 
developed  a Geography  Coloring  and 
Activities  book  to  help  elementary 
school  age  children  learn  the  concepts 
of  geography  in  a manner  that  is  not 
only  fun  but  is  educational.  The 
coloring  books  are  designed  to 
supplement  the  classroom  textbooks 
and  are  suited  for  second  and  third 
grade  students.  □ 

Counter- 

Subversive 

Activities 

Committee 

F.  Rodney  Loper  (PA) 

Chairman 

T' he  Counter-Subversive  Activities 
Committee,  since  its  beginning  in 
November  1950,  continues  to  keep  a 
close  watch  on  activities  of  certain 
organizations  and  individuals  who 
threaten  our  form  of  government  and 
reports  this  information  in  the  monthly 
publication  Firing  Line. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Firing 
Line,  send  your  name  and  address 
along  with  a check  or  money  order  to: 
The  American  Legion  Firing  Line,  P.O. 
Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 
Single  subscriptions  are  available  for 


$7  per  year.  Bulk  subscriptions  also  are 
available  at  $1.50  each  when  a 
minimum  of  20  copies  are  mailed  to 
one  address. 

What  appears  in  this  year-end  report 
reflects  only  a small  part  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  The  American  Legion’s 
National  Americanism  Commission. 
Much  more  time,  effort  and  monies  are 
expended  by  Posts,  Districts  and 
Departments  as  they  work  to  serve 
their  communities,  their  states  and 
their  Nation.  □ 

Children 
& Youth 
Commission 

Eugene  V.  Lindquist  (MN) 
Chairman 

Marty  Justis  (MD) 

Director 

T'he  National 
Commission 
on  Children  & 
Youth  has 
again  been 
very  active  this 
past  program 
year.  Through 
its  guidance 
and  support, 
the  National 
office  received 
reporting  information  from  62%  of  our 
Posts,  which  is  a signficiant  increase 
from  the  past.  This  62%  equates  to 
over  thirty  three  million  dollars  and 
untold  amounts  of  hours  that  have 
been  expended  in  support  of  children 
& youth  programs  around  this  great 
Nation. 

Advancements  in  technology  have 
helped  to  keep  us  an  industrial  power 
and  made  our  lives  easier  in  many 
ways,  but  along  with  these  advantages 
have  come  some  by-products  that  are 
not  so  great.  There  has  been  a virtual 
disintegration  of  the  family  structure  as 
it  once  was.  Single  parent  families  are 
now  more  of  a norm  than  an  exception 
and  even  where  families  are  still 


together,  both  parents  are  in  the  work 
force  leaving  unsupervised  children  in 
the  home.  There  are  many  more 
diversions  available  now  for  family 
members  to  participate  in  individually 
instead  of  as  a unit. 

Your  National  Commission  on 
Children  & Youth  is  involved  in 
program  information  to  assist  all  Posts 
that  wish  to  get  active  in  their 
communities  and  we  encourage  every 
Post,  no  matter  what  size,  to  be 
involved  with  at  least  one  youth  related 
program.  Caring  is  one  of  the  things 
we  do  best,  but  that  alone  will  not  get 
the  job  done.  Involvement  creates 
results,  and  that  is  something  we  are 
also  very  good  at. 

Your  Commission  also  got  involved 
with  two  other  organizations  this  past 
program  year.  We  worked  with  the 
Retinitis  Pigmentosa  Foundation  and 
the  Kellogg  Company  to  raise  funds  to 
fight  blindness.  Over  2,000  volunteers 
of  the  Legion,  Auxiliary,  and  SAL 
worked  in  grocery  stores  in  Minnesota, 
Wisconsin,  North  Dakota,  South 
Dakota,  Florida,  Georgia,  and  South 
Carolina  handing  out  coupons.  The 
benefactors  of  this  activity  were  the 
Retinitis  Pigmentosa  Foundation  and 
our  American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation.  There  is  the  possibility  that 
in  1993,  we  might  be  doing  this  same 
activity  on  a national  basis. 

Problems?  yes,  there  are  plenty  of 
them  out  there,  but  if  we  all  keep 
active,  we  will  continue  to  be  known  as 
an  organization  that  leads  the  way  in 
solutions.  Thanks  to  your  efforts  this 
past  year,  many  youngsters  are  now 
walking  on  a better  road.  Please 
continue  these  efforts  in  the  future.  □ 

American  Legion 
Child  Welfare 
Foundation,  Inc. 

US.  (Gdie)  Grant  (KS) 

President 

^\t  the  Spring  meetings  of  1991  the 
Board  of  Directors  met  and  awarded 
grants  to  the  following  organizations: 
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• $70,000  to  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  National  Headquarters 

• $20,000  to  Big  Brothers  and  Big 
Sisters  of  America 

• $10,800  to  Children  Awaiting  Parents 

• $23,000  to  Childrens  Organ 
Transplant  Association 

• $25,000  to  the  International  Cult 
Education  Program 

• $ 9,100  to  International  Rett 
Snydrome  Association 

• $23,200  to  the  Language  and 
Cognitive  Development  Center 

• $37,500  to  the  National  Commission 
on  Children  & Youth 

• $28,400  to  the  National  Hemophilia 
Foundation 

• $50,000  to  National  Jewish  Center 
for  Immunology  and  Respiratory 
Medicine 

• $34,000  to  Parents  Against  Teen 
Suicide,  Inc. 

• $ 5,600  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  for 
Children 

• $33,900  to  Substance  Abuse 
Foundation  Educating  Todays  Youth 

• $21,000  to  The  Trooper  Foundation, 
State  of  New  York 

• $ 3,300  to  Turningpoint  For  Victims 
of  Domestic  Abuse,  Inc. 

These  fifteen  grants  total  $394,800 
that  is  being  used  to  provide  a national 
awareness  of  problems  affecting 
children.  This  is  what  our  Foundation 
does  and  we  can  all  be  very  proud  of 
the  job  it  is  doing. 

The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  was  formed  in  1954  and 
has  grown  each  year.  The  primary 
source  of  income  is  derived  from  the 
contributions  of  the  Legion,  Auxiliary, 
SAL,  and  Eight  & Forty  members  and 
if  the  Foundation  is  to  continue  to 
make  these  worthwhile  grants,  it  will 
need  the  support  of  all  of  us  on  a 
regular  basis.  It  is  important  to 
remember  that  every  donation  is  tax 
deductible  and  100%  of  every 
contribution  goes  for  projects  designed 
to  help  children. 

A very  special  thanks  once  again 
goes  out  this  year  to  our  RATs.  These 
are  the  Regional  Action  Teams  that  do 
a fantastic  job  in  their  Departments 
raising  funds  for  the  Foundation.  These 
individuals  deserve  a very  special  pat 
on  the  back  for  their  very  valuable 
assistance. 

The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  is  making  a difference  in 


our  society  and  with  your  continued 
support,  it  will  keep  on  making  that 
difference  for  our  children.  □ 

Administrative 

Services 

William  D.  Jackson  (IN) 
Executive  Director 

The  Executive  Director,  whose  office 
is  located  in  the  National  Headquarters, 
Indianapolis,  has  four  major 
responsibilities: 

1)  He  performs  such  duties  as  may 
be  assigned  to  him  by  the  National 
Adjutant  to  assist  in  meeting  the 
myriad  responsibilities  of  that  office, 
and  during  temporary  absences  of  the 
National  Adjutant  from  The  American 
Legion  National  Headquarters,  acts  for 
him. 

2)  He  heads  the  Administrative 
Services  Division  and  through  it 
supervises  and  coordinates  the  many 
administrative  functions  of  the 
Indianapolis  Headquarters. 

3)  He  serves  on  the  Personnel 
Committee  of  the  Headquarters  and  is 
Chairman  of  the  Management  Review 
Board. 

4)  He  coordinates  computer 
operations,  which  has  a MIS 
(Management  Information  Services  ) 
Director  reporting  to  the  Executive 
Director. 

Included  in  the  Administrative 
Services  Division  of  the  Indianapolis 
Headquarters  are  the  following 
administrative  functions:  Purchasing, 
Shipping  & Receiving,  General  Supply 
& Outgoing  Mail;  Library,  Archives,  and 
E.  A.  Blackmore  Museum; 
Administrative  Communications; 
Maintenance;  Cafeteria;  Human 
Resources;  Finance;  and  Insurance. 

The  Administrative  Services  Division 
also  provides  all  secretarial  assistance 
to  the  executive  officers  of  The 
American  Legion. 

MIS  (Management  Information 
Services) 

MIS  is  currently  respnsible  for 
support  of  the  following  programs: 

Revenue  Enhancement  selections 


for  mailing,  maintenance  of  Data  Base 
and  reporting  system. 

Updating  of  The  American  Legion 
Magazine,  Membership,  SAL,  Firing 
Line,  Advance,  Commanders  and 
Adjutants  file,  Legislative  Bulletin,  and 
ALNS  mailing  lists,  and  printing  of 
labels  and  renewal  notices. 
Maintenance  of  the  mailing  lists  for 
The  American  Legion  Extension 
Institute,  ACT,  and  the  Veterans 
Economic  Guardian. 

Direct  membership  renewal  notices 
and  registers. 

The  printing  of  membership  cards 
and  registers,  Department  accounting 
reports,  statistical  information,  Post 
questionnaire  reports  and  Delinquent 
Member  lists. 

The  printing  of  membership  cards 
and  registers,  Department  accounting 
reports,  statistical  information,  Post 
questionnaire  reports  and  Delinquent 
Member  lists. 

The  printing  of  Department  paper 
mailing  labels. 

PUFL  members  updating  and 
financial  checks. 

Emblem  Sales  invoices  and  reports 
(mini-computer  in  Emblem  Sales). 

Audit  control  and  circulation  analysis 
report  for  The  American  Legion 
Magazine. 

Inventory  control  and  purchase 
order  control  of  National  Headquarters. 

General  ledger  financial  reports. 

Accounts  receivable. 

Accounts  payable. 

Retirement  Investment  program. 

Furniture  and  Fixtures  Inventory  and 
Depreciation  reports. 

Direct  mail  solicitation  program. 

National  Commission  and 
Committee  list. 

Post  Office  carrier  route  discount 
processing  on  all  Department  labels 
and  Direct  Billing. 

Select  and  create  disks  for 
Department  Member  Roster  for  input 
to  the  computers.  Select  and  provide 
Department  Membership  on 
microfiche.  □ 


Blood  Drive 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Level  One  River  Hall  B 
Times  8 a.m.  — 2 p.m. 

Saturday,  August  22 
Tuesday,  August  25 
Wednesday,  August  26 
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Internal 

Affairs 

Commission 

Herman  G.  Harrington  (NY) 
Chairman 

Hubert  R.  Dagley  II  (IN) 

Director 

F* irst  known 
as  the  Internal 
Organization 
Commission,  it 
was 

established  as 
a constitutional 
commission  by 
action  of  the 
October- 
November 
1947  National 
Executive  Committee  meeting  and  the 
1948  National  Convention.  The  name 
was  changed  and  the  duties  were 
broadened  at  the  May  1948  National 
Executive  Committee  meeting. 

The  purpose  of  Internal  Affairs  is  to 
formulate  and  recommed  policies  and 
to  oversee  the  implementation  of 
adopted  policies  relating  to  activities 
conducted  for  organizational  purposes, 
including  but  not  limited  to  such  as  do 
not  properly  come  within  the  scope  of 
any  other  national  commission;  further 
to  review  and  give  guidance  to  the 
necessary  administrative  operations  of 
the  National  Headquarters. 

Four  national  standing  committees 
are  assigned  to  the  commission  for 
“supervision  and  coordination”: 
Constitution  and  By-Laws;  Membership 
and  Post  Activities;  Resolutions 
Assignment;  and  Trophies,  Awards  and 
Ceremonials. 

The  Sons  of  the  American  Legion 
program  is  also  supervised  by  this 
commission. 

Other  areas  of  responsibility  include 
the  National  Emergency  Fund,  and  a 
special  committee  to  commemorate 
World  War  II. 


NATIONAL  LEADERSHIP 
WORKSHOPS 

Since  the  late  1970’s,  The  American 
Legion  has  conducted  a series  of  eight 
fall  meetings  around  the  United  States 
designed  to  inform  and  update 
Legionnaires  about  existing  Legion 
programs,  as  well  as  focus  on  key 
priorities  that  will  affect  the  veterans  of 
this  country,  and  our  organization,  in 
the  immediate  future,  such  as  1)  VA 
health  care  and  budgeting,  2)  national 
security  needs  in  the  wake  of 
downsizing  of  the  military,  3)  passage 
of  the  Desert  Storm  G1  Bill,  4)  the 
influence  of  lobbying  on  our 
government),  5)  the  resolution  of  the 
POW-M1A  issue,  6)  adoption  of  a flag- 
protection  amendment,  and  7)  postal 
policies  that  threaten  non-profit 
veterans’  organizations. 

Attending  these  meetings  are  new 
officers,  as  well  as  members  of  long- 
standing experience  in  leadership 
roles,  other  members  that  are  aspiring 
to  be  elected/appointed  to  an  office  or 
committee  position,  and  finally  those 
members  that  are  just  plain  interested 
in  maintaining  the  strength  of  the 
Legion. 

This  fall,  the  14th  annual  series  of 
meetings  will  take  place,  and  the  forum 
will  provide  ample  opportunity  to  learn 
about  the  past,  present,  and  the  future 
of  The  American  Legion  and  American 
Legion  Auxiliary. 

NATIONAL  EMERGENCY  FUND 

The  National  Emergency  Fund 
(NEF)  was  created  to  help  and  assist 
members  and  Posts  in  time  of  national 
disasters  such  as  earthquakes,  floods, 
hurricanes,  etc. 

The  Committee  Chairman,  Mr. 
Herman  G.  Harrington  (NY)  Chairman 
of  the  National  Internal  Affairs 
Commission  and  members  Bruce 
Thiesen  (CA);  Robert  A.  Tart  (NC); 

Juan  Cintron  (PR),  and  W.  Calvitt 
Bradwell  (SC)  have  reported  that  the 
fund  remains  sound  and  continues  to 
provide  financial  assistance  to  those  in 
need. 

The  long-term  financial  goal  of  the 
NEF  is  one  million  dollars  in  ready 
response  funds  to  meet  the  needs  of 
The  American  Legion  Family  in  times 
of  disaster.  The  service  goal,  that  of 


Herman  G.  Harrington 


providing  immediate  assistance  to 
Posts  and  individual  members 
continues  to  be  met. 

Since  the  fund  began  in  1989,  there 
have  been  no  natural  disasters  that 
equaled  those  of  Hurricane  Hugo  and 
the  earthquakes  in  California.  However, 
the  fund  has  been  responsive  to  the 
most  recent  earthquakes  in  northern 
California  providing  assistance  to  those 
members  in  need.  Also,  the  fund  has 
responded  to  flood  damage  victims  in 
Puerto  Rico. 

There  has  been  no  fund-raising 
initiatives  on  behalf  of  the  fund  other 
than  publicity  in  The  American  Legion 
Dispatch  and  The  American  Legion 
Magazine.  However,  plans  are  being 
developed  for  fund-raising  in  the 
immediate  future  to  maintain  the  fund 
in  the  event  of  future  disasters. 

The  latest  financial  summary 
indicates  contributions  to  date  of 
$529,409.79;  expenses  of  $48,353.27; 
grants  in  the  amount  of  $140,065.00; 
and  a balance  on  hand  of  $342,179.12. 

SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

The  21st  Annual  National 
Convention  of  the  Sons  of  The 
American  Legion  (SAL)  will  be  held  at 
the  Fairmont  Hotel  downtown  Chicago, 
Illinois. 

For  the  18th  consecutive  year,  the 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion  is  at  an 
“All  Time  High”  in  membership.  At 
year-end  1991,  the  SAL  reached 
135,948  members  which  was  an 
increasae  of  8.8%  over  1990. 

Membership  for  1992  has  exceeded 
expectations  over  100%  as  of  the 
National  Convention.  The  SAL  expects 
to  grow  beyond  140,000  by  year-end. 

Two  major  donations  were  approved 
by  the  SAL  during  1991-1992;  one  to 
the  Korean  War  Memorial  ($5,000)  and 
one  to  the  Child  Welfare  Foundation 
($5,000).  Primary  major  projects  of  the 
SAL  have  been  in  support  of  veterans 
VAVS  rehabilitation.  Over  37,000  hours 
of  volunteer  time  were  spent  in 
providing  service  to  veterans.  In 
addition,  over  $192,000  in  cash  and 
goods  were  provided  by  SAL  members 
towards  VAVS. 

The  second  major  project  of  the 
SAL  was  in  raising  funds  for  the  Child 
Welfare  Foundation.  This  year  over 
$44,000  was  raised  for  the  Foundation, 
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and  the  SAL  funded  two  grants 
through  the  Foundation. 

The  SAL  continues  to  provide 
assistance  to  Posts  and  to  the 
Community  as  part  of  the  Legion 
family. 

CONSOLIDATED  POST  REPORTS 

The  Consolidated  Post  Report  — 
one  of  our  most  valuable  documents  is 
our  report  card  to  Congress.  It  provides 
a summary  of  the  collective  aid  and 
assistance  provided  to  the  Nation  from 
all  Legion  Posts.  Over  57.8%  of  the 
American  Legion  Posts  filed  a report 
with  National  Headquarters  for  the 
1990-1991  year.  Cash  aid  given  to 
Veterans  — $2,363,423;  cash 
contributions  to  VAVS  — $2,039,049 
with  over  1,755,138  of  volunteer  hours 
of  service.  Over  $14,792,197  was 
provided  to  athletic  teams.  Sponsored 
59,576  Boy  Scouts  at  a cost  of 
$1,802,375.  Awarded  7,731 
scholarships  valued  at  $3,292,458. 
Spent  3,039,559  hours  performing 
community  service  work.  Gave  119,713 
pints  of  blood  and  contributed  millions 
of  dollars  in  goods  and  cash  to 
programs  helping  children  and 
Veterans. 

PA1D-GP-FOR-LIFE 

The  Paid-Clp-For-Life  (PCIFL) 

Program  enjoyed  tremendous  success 
in  1991  with  the  continuation  of  the 
direct  renewal  insert  campaign. 

The  insert  program  produced  more 
than  21,000  enrollments  and  more 
than  $3.3  million  in  additional  PGFL 
fees.  Traditional  efforts  such  as 
advertising  and  department 
promotions  brought  an  additional 
15,000+  members  into  the  program 
and  generated  more  than  $2.4  million 
in  fees.  This  brings  the  total  number  of 
Paid-Gp-For-Life  members  to  more 
than  82,000. 

The  renewal  insert  strategy  will  be 
implemented  again  this  year  beginning 
in  July  with  applications  being  inserted 
into  all  1993  renewal  notices.  This 
effort  is  anticipated  to  increase  the 
normal  enrollments  by  45-50,000  new 
PGFL  members.  In  addition,  efforts  are 
underway  to  develop  benefit 
enhancements  to  further  increase  the 
value  of  PGFL  membership. 


FAMILY  BENEFITS/AFFIITY 
PROGRAM 

The  Family  Benefits  Program  is  still 
evolving  toward  a true  benefit  affinity 
program.  Several  events  have  taken 
place  to  set  the  stage  for  these 
changes. 

In  February,  the  National  Finance 
Committee  approved  a travel  service 
concept  that  is  being  developed. 

Details  of  the  travel  concept  are  not  yet 
available,  but  as  a result,  all  travel 
related  benefits  under  the  Family 
Benefit  Program  are  on  hold.  These 
discounts  are  still  available,  but  further 
review  or  expansion  of  these  benfits  will 
depend  on  the  outcome  of  the  travel 
service. 

The  National  Adjutant  has  formed  an 
Affinity  Program  Business  Gnit  to 
further  study  and  pursue  direct 
member  benefits  that  offer  advantages 
in  the  purchase  of  consumer  goods 
and  services  and  strengthen  the  affinity 
of  members  for  The  American  Legion. 
The  criteria  for  developing  these 
benefits  will  be  submitted  to  the 
National  Executive  Committee  for 
ratification  and,  if  approved,  these  will 
become  the  guidelines  under  which 
the  Business  Gnit  will  operate.  The 
Eyecare  Plan  of  America  is  one  that  will 
be  retained  as  an  affinity  program  and 
further  development  of  this  benefit  will 
be  explored. 

Other  existing  benefits,  such  as  the 
discounted  GSAC  Motor  Club 
membership,  North  American  Van 
Lines,  Atlas  Van  Lines  and  Red  Ball 
Movers,  will  be  reviewed  as  well. 

A primary  goal  of  this  approach  is  to 
link  the  benefits  to  membership  in  The 
American  Legion,  exclusively  if 
possible,  and  provide  access  to  the 
benefits  through  the  membership  card. 

DIRECT  RENEWAL 

The  Direct  Renewal  Program  was 
developed  as  a uniform,  organized  and 
simple  way  to  invite  members  to  renew 
their  membership  in  The  American 
Legion  using  a direct  mail  system.  This 
program  has  been  very  successful  and 
effective  and  has  been  funded  at  no 
cost  to  either  the  participating 
Departments  or  Posts. 

The  first  three  renewal  notices  are 
optional  for  Posts  but  the  final  two 


notices  go  to  all  delinquent  members. 
Each  department  chooses  the  dates 
that  its  members  receive  the  first  three 
notices  — (1)  July  1 or  August  1 (2) 
October  1 or  November  2 (3) 
December  15  or  January  11.  The 
March  13  and  May  1 notices  go  to  all 
delinquent  members. 

DIRECT  MEMBERSHIP  SOLICITATION 

Since  1982,  the  Direct  Membership 
Solicitation  (DMS)  program  has  been 
responsible  for  acquiring  over 
1,300,000  new  members  into  the  52 
participating  Departments.  Obviously, 
the  DMS  program  has  proven  to  be 
very  successful  in  the  acquisiton  of 
new  members,  but  this  year  the 
emphasis  will  be  shifted  to  the  transfer, 
renewal,  and  retention  of  those 
members. 

The  DMS  program  will  continue  to 
support  The  American  Legion’s  on- 
going membership  efforts  with  special 
emphasis  on  the  retention  of  all 

members.  □ 

Trophies 

Awards, 

and 

Ceremonials 

Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.  (CO) 
Chairman 

T he  Trophies,  Awards  and 
Ceremonials  Committee  is  charged 
with  the  supervision  of  all  official 
national  awards.  The  one  exception  are 
those  awards  related  to  uniform  group 
competitions.  Recipients  of  the 
Distinguished  Service  Medal,  the 
International  Amity  Award  and  the 
Canadian  Friendship  Award  are 
recommended  to  the  National 
Executive  Committee  by  this 
committee. 

At  the  1992  spring  meetings  of  the 
National  Executive  Committee,  the 
committee  approved  the  nominations 
of  Enrique  Abila  (Philippines),  Kyoo- 
Tek  Ahn  (Republic  of  Korea),  Raymond 
E.  Buchanan  (Australia),  Benno  R. 
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Niedzielski  (France),  Andre  Ernest 
Verheugen  (Belgium)  for  the 
International  Amity  Award. 

For  the  Canadian  Friendship  Award, 
the  committee  approved  the 
nominations  of  E.  Reginal  Baldwin 
(Manitoba),  Jack  Brash  (B.C.),  Jack 
Brown  (B.C.),  Robert  Counsell 
(Ontario),  E.  Arthur  Cramer  (Alberta), 
Ernest  Downes  (Alberta),  Elaine 
Drysdale  (B.C.),  Margaret  Ellis 
(Saskatchewan),  Tony  Emerick  (B.C.), 
Bob  Findlay  (B.C.),  D.  Marvin  Frazer 
(Manitoba),  Albert  Frye  (Nova  Scotia), 
William  H.  Gaitens  (Saskatchewan), 
Fidel  Gillis  (Nova  Scotia),  Norman  Hall 
(Ontario),  Wilbert  R.  McBurney 
(Alberta),  Gordon  Marsh  (B.C.),  George 
McGee  (Ontario),  Mike  Michael  (B.C.), 
Arthur  Miles  (Saskatchewan),  Angelo 
Misericordia  (Quebec),  James  E. 
Paterson  (Ontario),  Tom  Reynolds 
(Ontario),  Arthur  F.  Shepherd 
(Manitoba),  Roy  Smith  (B.C.),  Arthur 
Warne  (B.C.),  Charles  Vachon 
(Quebec),  Roy  H.  Wickstrom 
(Manitoba),  Lawrence  J.  Finnan  (N.B.), 
John  T.  MacKenzie  (Ontario),  Roger 
Morin  (Quebec),  Pete  Morrison 
(Alberta),  Dan  Dumitrv  Segin  (Ontario), 
Frank  Besignano  (Ontario),  Martin  T. 
O’Leary  (N.B.),  Dorice  Joseph  St. 

Onge  (N.B.),  John  G.  M.  Harris  (Branch 
#092),  Peter  Alexander  Thomson 
(B.C.),  and  Robert  J.  Ellison 
(Ontario).  □ 


Constitution 
and  By-Laws 

Francis  L.  Giordano  (NY) 
Chairman 


/Amendments  to  the  National 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  can  only  be 
done  by  the  delegates  at  a National 
Convention.  However,  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  Committee  was 
authorized  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee  in  November  of  1939  to 
study  and  make  proper 
recommendations  concerning  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  and  all  relative  matters 
that  affect  the  Uniform  Code  of 
Procedure.  □ 


Resolutions 

Assignment 

Everett  L.  McDonnell  (CO) 
Chairman 

T he  purpose  of  this  national  standing 
committee  is  to  meet  at  least  three 
days  prior  to  the  National  Convention 
to  receive  and  consider  all  resolutions 
and  to  transmit  them  with  or  without 
recommendation  to  the  appropriate 
Convention  Committees.  □ 


Membership 
And  Post 
Activities 
Committee 


Anthony  G.  Jordan  (ME) 
Chairman 

G.  W.  “Wes”  Vaughn  (TX) 
Deputy  Director 

Jeffry  L.  Wonder  (IN) 

Deputy  Director 


Anthony  G.  Jordan 


T^he  world’s 
largest  and 
fastest  growing 
veterans’ 
organization 
continues  its 
record- 

breaking  pace 
with  another 
innovative 
membership 
year  in  1992. 

GROWING  MEMBERSHIP 

Final  1990  membership.  . . 3,025,927 
Final  1991  membership.  . . 3,085,255 
1992  membership  as  of  August  1, 
1992.  . . 3,150,000* 


*Estimate  — By  this  date,  the 
membership  will  be  the  3rd  highest  in 
Legion  history;  only  1946  and  1947 
exceed  this  year’s  membership,  which 
represents  the  highest  in  the  last  45 
years. 

29th  ANNUAL  NATIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP  WORKSHOP 

Over  400  Legionnaires,  representing 
52  departments,  gathered  in 
Indianapolis  July  3 1 -August  2 to 
acquire  the  information  and  tools 
necessary  for  another  successful 
membership  year  in  1993. 

The  event  was  the  29th  annual 
National  Membership  Workshop  which 
still  provides  one  of  the  best 
opportunities  for  Legionnaires  at  all 
levels  to  exchange  ideas  about  the 
planning  and  implementation  of 
membership  objectives  for  the 
following  year. 

In  September  and  October, 
members  of  the  M&PA  Committee  and 
National  staff  will  participate  in  the  8 
regional  workshops  and  present 
successful  membership  techniques  to 
thousands  of  Legionnaires  from  all 
around  the  country. 

NEW  POSTS 

New  Post  formation  in  urban  areas  is 
still  one  of  the  top  priorities  of  The 
American  Legion.  National 
Headquarters  has  a planning  guide  for 
new  posts.  This  step-by-step  guide  of 
procedures  for  starting  a new  post  is 
available  upon  request  from  the 
Internal  Affairs  Division  of  National 
Headquarters. 

Since  May  1,  1991,  there  have  been 
194  posts  canceled  while  only  132 
posts  have  been  chartered  for  a net 
loss  of  62  posts.  As  of  May  1 , 1992, 
there  were  15,267  American  Legion 
Posts. 

MEMBERSHIP  CAMPAIGN 
PROMOTION 

The  National  Membership  Awards 
Program  distributes  over  65,000 
various  awards  annually  to  recognize 
membership  accomplishments  at  all 
levels  of  the  organization.  The 
promotion  plan  for  the  National 
Membershp  Campaign  is  formulated 
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during  the  annual  planning  session  of 
the  M&PA  Committee  held  in  Indy 
every  January. 

UNOFFICIAL  MEMBERSHIP  AWARDS 

EARLY  BIRD  AWARDS  — AUGUST 
20,  1991 : Twenty-Four  (24) 
Departments  qualified  for  the  30% 
awards.  They  are:  Ohio,  Kansas, 
Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Florida, 

Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  Wisconsin,  Maryland,  West 
Virginia,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
Virginia,  Colorado,  Rhode  Island,  Iowa, 
South  Dakota,  Maine,  Mississippi, 

North  Carolina,  New  Mexico,  Idaho. 

MIDWAY  TO  SUCCESS  — 
SEPTEMBER  24,  1991:  Fifteen  (15). 
Departments  qualified  for  the  50% 
awards  with  (3)  of  them  qualifying  for 
the  55%  Bonus  awards.  The  50% 
Departments  are  Pennsylvania,  Indiana, 
Idaho,  Wisconsin,  New  Jersey,  South 
Dakota,  Maryland,  Delaware,  New 
Mexico,  Iowa,  Tennessee, 
Massachusetts.  The  Bonus  (55% ) 
Departments  are:  Kansas,  Ohio, 
Nebraska. 

OKTOBERFEST  — OCTOBER  22, 
1991:  Eighteen  (18)  Departments 
qualified  for  the  60%  awards  with  (3)  of 
them  qualifying  for  the  65%  bonus 
awards.  The  60%  Departments  are 
Wisconsin,  Rhode  Island,  South 
Dakota,  Maryland,  West  Virginia, 
Nebraska,  Iowa,  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  Tennessee,  New  Hampshire, 
Idaho,  Indiana,  Vermont,  North  Dakota. 
The  Bonus  (65%  ) Departments  are: 
Kansas,  Delaware,  Ohio. 

PEARL  HARBOR  — DECEMBER 
10,  1991:  Forty-three  (43) 

Departments  qualified  for  the  75% 
awards  with  (16)  of  them  qualifying  for 
the  80%  bonus.  The  75% 

Departments  are  Indiana,  Vermont, 

New  Mexico,  Tennessee,  North  Dakota, 
Missouri,  Oregon,  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  New  Hampshire,  North 
Carolina,  Louisiana,  Illinois,  Montana, 
District  of  Columbia,  Georgia, 

Michigan,  Mississippi,  Maryland,  West 
Virginia,  Maine,  Arkansas,  Colorado, 
Puerto  Rico,  Alabama,  Texas, 

California.  The  Bonus  (80% ) 
Departments  are  South  Dakota,  Ohio, 
Wisconsin,  Kansas,  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Idaho,  Iowa,  Florida, 

Nebraska,  New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island, 


Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  Utah, 
Virginia. 

BIG  TWELVE  COMPETITION  — 
FEBRUARY  19,  1992:  Forty-Eight 
Departments  qualified  for  the  90% 
awards  with  (30)  of  them  qualifying  for 
the  95%  Bonus  award.  These 
Departments  are:  Indiana,  Minnesota, 
Michigan,  Colorado,  Tennessee,  North 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Illinois,  South 
Carolina,  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  Puerto  Rico,  New  York, 
District  of  Columbia,  Alabama,  Nevada, 
New  Hampshire.  The  Bonus  (95% ) 
Departments  are:  South  Dakota, 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  Florida,  Ohio, 
Hawaii,  Washington,  West  Virginia, 
Kansas,  Wisconsin,  Idaho,  New  Mexico, 
Maryland,  North  Dakota,  Utah,  Virginia, 
Iowa,  Oregon,  Vermont,  New  Jersey, 
France,  Arizona,  Maine,  Nebraska, 
Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  Texas, 
Pennsylvania,  Montana,  Missouri. 

“BIG  TWELVE”  COMPETITION 
WINNERS 


Category  I — Pennsylvania  & Ohio 
Category  II  — Iowa  & Wisconsin 
Category  III  — Kansas  and 

Massachusetts 

Category  IV  — South  Dakota  and 
Connecticut 

Category  V — Rhode  Island  and  New 
Mexico 

Category  VI  — Delaware  and  Utah 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
BIRTHDAY  — APRIL  7,  1992:  Thirty 
(30)  Departments  qualified  for  the 
100%  awards.  The  Departments  are: 
France,  Florida,  Connecticut,  Nevada, 
West  Virginia,  South  Dakota,  Ohio, 
Washington,  Delaware,  Idaho,  Hawaii, 
Maryland,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Arizona, 
Virginia,  Wisconsin,  Kansas,  Maine, 
New  Jersey,  Vermont,  Texas,  Oregon, 
Massachusetts,  North  Dakota, 
Michigan,  Tennessee,  Iowa,  Montana, 
Rhode  Island. 


MAY  DAY  — MAY  5,  1992:  All 
Departments  who  meet  110%  of  their 
goal  by  May  5,  1992  qualify  for  this 
award.  All  Department  Commanders 
and  Membership  Chairmen  who  meet 
or  exceed  the  goal  of  110%  will  receive 
a $1,500  gift  certificate  through 
Emblem  Sales.  Each  Department  will 
also  receive  the  110%  National 
Commanders'  Plaque  to  be  awarded  at 
the  National  Convention. 


DEPARTMENT  COMMANDER  OF 
THE  YEAR:  Any  Department 
Commander  who  meets  or  exceeds 
his/her  100%  goal  for  1992  by  April  7, 
1992,  will  receive  a plaque  recognizing 
his/her  achievement.  The  plaque  will 
be  presented  at  the  National 
Convention.  Thirty  (30)  Department 
Commanders  qualified  for  this  award. 
They  are  the  Department 
Commanders  of:  France,  Florida, 
Connecticut,  Nevada,  West  Virginia, 
South  Dakota,  Ohio,  Washington, 
Delaware,  Idaho,  Hawaii,  Maryland,  New 
Mexico,  Utah,  Arizona,  Virginia, 
Wisconsin,  Kansas,  Maine,  New  Jersey, 
Vermont,  Texas,  Oregon, 

Massachusetts,  North  Dakota, 

Michigan,  Tennessee,  Iowa,  Montana, 
Rhode  Island. 

GOLD  BRIGADE  RECRUITER 
AWARD:  A legionnaire  who  recruits  50 
or  more  NEW  members  by  District 
Competition  target  date,  May  5,  1992, 
will  qualify  for  enrollment  in  the  elite 
GOLD  BRIGADE  OF  The  American 
Legion.  A total  of  14  recruiters  have 
been  certified  as  of  May  4,  1992.  The 
combined  number  of  new  members 
recruited  by  Gold  Brigade  winners  total 
approximately  865  as  of  May  4,  1992. 

DELEGATE  STRENGTH  — JULY 
27,  1992:  Delegate  Strength  is 
determined  by  membership  in  the 
hands  of  the  National  Treasurer  30 
days  prior  to  the  National  Convention. 
Total  number  of  delegates  for  each 
Department  is  based  on  five  delegates 
at  large,  one  delegate  for  each  1,000 
members  or  major  fraction  thereof, 
and  the  members  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee. 

POST  HONOR  RIBBONS:  Post 
Honor  Ribbons  were  shipped  to  2,227 
Posts  whose  1992  membership  as  of 
December  31,  1991,  exceeds  the  final 

1991  membership. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  MERITORIOUS 

SERVICE:  These  certificates  were 
awarded  to  384  Posts  for  attaining  a 
new  All-Time  High  membership  for 

1992  by  December  31,  1991. 

FIVE  CONSECUTIVE  YEARS  ALL- 
TIME  HIGH:  These  citations  were 
awarded  to  53  Posts  with  five  or  more 
consecutive  years  All-Time  High 
membership.  Only  (13)  Department 
reports  were  received  this  year. 

DISTRICT  COMMANDERS  “RACE 
TO  THE  TOP”:  Competition  will  be 
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divided  into  five  categories  based  on 
the  membership  of  the  District  without 
regard  to  geographic  locations.  District 
Commanders  will  compete  in  each  of 
the  following  categories  based  on  the 
final  1991  totals,  and  a top  District 
Commander  for  the  National  award  will 
be  selected  from  each  of  the  five 
categories.  Second  and  Third  place 
awards  will  also  be  presented  in  each 
category. 

Category  1 — Districts  of  1 5 to  1 ,499 

members 

Category  11  — Districts  of  1 ,500  to 

2.999  members 

Category  111  — Districts  of  3,000  to 

4.999  members 

Category  IV  — Districts  of  5,000  to 

7,499  members 

Category  V — Districts  of  7,500  and 

above  members 

THE  500  TRIP  will  be  presented  to 
the  Top  District  Commander  and 
spouse  in  each  category  whose  District 
membership  for  1992  on  March  31, 
1992  represents  the  greatest 
percentage  over  the  final  1991 
membership  of  the  District.  Cannot  be 
less  than  100%  to  qualify.  The  First 
Place  Award  entitles  you  and  your 
spouse  to  attend  the  1992  Indianapolis 
500  race,  and  first-class  hotel 
accommodations. 

SECOND  PLACE  AWARDS  will  be 
presented  to  the  District  Commander 
in  each  category  whose  District 
membership  for  1992  on  March  31, 
1992  represents  the  second  highest 
percentage  over  the  final  1991 
membership  of  that  District.  Cannot  be 
less  than  100%  to  qualify.  Winners  will 
receive  their  choice  of  several  gifts 
through  the  Certif-A-Gift  catalog;  these 
gifts  are  valued  at  $500. 

THIRD  PLACE  AWARDS  will  be 
presented  to  the  District  Commander 
in  each  category  whose  District 
membership  for  1992  on  March  31, 
1992  represents  the  third  highest 
percentage  over  the  final  1991 
membership  of  that  District.  Cannot  be 
less  than  100%  to  qualify.  Winners  will 
receive  their  choice  of  several  gifts 
through  the  Certif-A-Gift  catalog;  these 
gifts  are  valued  at  $375. 

FIRST  PLACE  WINNER  — Trip  To  The 
Indianapolis  500  Race 

Category  I — Harold  Willis,  New  York, 


113.13%,  Dist  40 

Category  II  — Ernest  Trahan,  Texas, 
110.24%,  Dist  2 

Category  III  — Richard  Gulick,  Florida, 
104.54%,  Dist  1 

Category  IV  — William  Rankin,  Ohio, 
104.18%,  Dist  12 

Category  V — Harold  Tendam,  Florida, 
105.71%,  Dist  13 

SECOND  PLACE  WINNERS: 

Category  1 — Harold  Atkinson,  New 
York,  111.19%,  Dist  1 
Category  II  — David  Coady,  Delaware, 
106.21%,  Dist 3 

Category  III  — George  Michele, 

Oregon,  104.52%,  Dist  3 
Category  IV  — W.L.  Allen,  Kansas, 
102.13%,  Dist  3 

Category  V — Bob  Swanson,  Kansas, 
102.50%,  Dist  2 

THIRD  PLACE  WINNERS: 

Category  1 — Leonard  Porcaro,  New 
York,  110.10%,  Dist 47 
Category  11  — Orin  Willey,  Delaware, 
105.44%,  Dist.  4 
Category  111  — Brad  McCarthy, 
Wisconsin,  102.94%,  Dist  4 
Category  IV  — Ray  Branch,  Kansas, 
100.98%,  Dist  5 

Category  V — Grban  Arling,  Ohio, 
102.50%,  Dist  3 

DISTRICT  COMMANDER  NEW  POST 
ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD  RECIPIENTS 

District  Commanders  who  achieve 
the  goal  of  creating  new  American 
Legion  Posts  in  their  respective  District 
and  have  the  new  Post’s  Temporary 
Charter  Application  on  file  in  National 
Headquarters  by  the  7th  Target  Date  — 
May  Day  — May  5,  1992,  qualify  for  the 
following  award: 

A SPECIAL  RECOGNITION  PLAQUE 
L.E.  McGath 
Department  of  Florida 

Clayton  Hueske 
Department  of  Texas 

James  Roe 
Department  of  Iowa 

Omer  Smith 
Department  of  Florida 


Richard  Norzagary 
Department  of  Arizona 

Delbert  Knight 
Department  of  Arkansas 

Frank  Shay 
Department  of  Florida 

DEPARTMENT  RECRUITER  OF 
THE  YEAR:  Each  American  Legion 
Post  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
submit  the  name  of  the  “Top  Recruiter” 
for  that  Post  who  has  signed  up  the 
highest  number  of  new  members  for 
the  1992  membership  year  by  May  5, 
1992.  National  Headquarters  will 
supply  certification  forms  to  be 
completed  by  the  Post  Commander  or 
Adjutant  and  submitted  to  Department 
Headquarters  by  May  14,  1992. 
Department  Adjutants  will  determine 
the  Top  New  Member  Recruiter  for 
their  respective  Department  and  certify 
their  “Department  Recruiter”  to 
National  Headquarters  on  or  before 
May  21,  1992. 

The  “Department  Recruiter”, 
properly  certified  from  each 
Department,  will  be  awarded  a State 
Outline  Trophy  with  his/her 
accomplishment  inscribed  thereon  or 
a choice  of  several  other  great  prizes. 

NATIONAL  RECRUITER  OF  THE 
YEAR:  The  individual  certified  with  the 
highest  number  of  new  members 
recruited  from  among  all  the 
Departments  was  declared  “National 
Recruiter  of  The  Year.”  The  winner  of 
this  award  will  receive  an  expense  paid 
trip  to  the  1992  National  Convention  in 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

1991  HOUGHTON  AWARD 
WINNERS:  The  Arthur  D.  Houghton 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion  is 
presented  annually  to  the  Detachment 
of  the  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
which  on  December  31  of  each  year 
has  attained  the  greatest  percentage  of 
increase  over  the  previous  year’s  total 
membership.  There  are  three  (3) 
categories  and  three  awards.  The 
winners  are: 

Category  I — Rhode  Island  150.7% 

Category  II  — Georgia  132.7% 

Category  III  — Pennsylvania  118.8% 

□ 
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Public 

Relations 

Commission 

Thomas  C.  Kouyeas  (DC) 
Chairman 

Lew  Wood  (IN) 

Director 

Tthe 

National  Public 
Relations 
Commission,  a 
service 

element  of  the 
National 
Organization, 
has 

undertaken  a 
major 

redirection  of 
effort  focusing  on  news  media 
communication.  The  long-term 
objective  of  the  effort  is  to  position  The 
American  Legion  as  a “reliable  source” 
for  the  news  media  to  turn  to  on  a 
variety  of  human  interest  topics. 
Ultimately,  this  effort  will  help  to  focus 
more  media  attention  on  The 
American  Legion  at  the  local,  state  and 
national  level  and  provide  increased 
public  awareness  of  organizational 
commitments  and  concerns. 

During  the  1991-1992  program  year 
this  vigorous  external  effort  saw 
members  of  the  commission  staff 
“practicing  what  they  have  preached” 
for  several  years.  A new  “presentation 
piece"  was  created  that  offers  a 
concise  overview  of  Legion  concerns 
and  programs.  This  effort  has  included 
visits  in  New  York,  Boston,  Hartford, 
Providence,  San  Francisco, 

Sacramento,  Dallas,  Fort  Worth, 
Houston,  Cleveland,  and  Pittsburgh. 
The  Commission  plans  to  conduct 
several  more  visits,  then  evaluate  the 
effectiveness  of  the  effort. 

The  Commission  also  developed  a 
new  phone  file  card  for  Legionnaires  to 
give  to  local  news  media 
representatives.  It  provides  space  for 
names  and  phone  numbers  of  local 
contacts,  and  gives  the  media  access 


to  local  Legion  leaders.  This  ability 
enhances  the  opportunity  to  express 
the  Legion  positions  and  concerns  on 
issues  of  interest  to  the  community. 

Another  activity  associated  with  the 
Public  Relations  Commission  that  is 
drawing  heavy  interest  from  the  news 
media  is  a “data  bank”  of  World  War  II 
veterans.  Legionnaires  from  that  era, 
who  are  willing  to  talk  with  news  media 
representatives,  have  been  asked  to 
submit  information  indicating  their 
time  of  service,  campaigns,  and  other 
details.  That  information  is  being 
entered  into  a computer  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  is  used  to 
connect  news  media  representatives 
with  Legion  World  War  II  veterans.  This 
service  has  been  especially  successful 
as  the  media  seek  veterans  to  reflect 
on  the  major  events  of  50  years  ago. 

The  American  Legion  message  on 
selected  programs  continues  to  reach 
the  public  through  the  use  of  radio  and 
television  public  service 
announcements.  More  than  260  radio 
stations  indicated  they  are  using  all  or 
part  of  10  professionally  produced 
announcements  on  such  topics  as 
scholarship  searches,  Need-A-Lift?, 
Boys  State,  baseball  and  indoor  safety. 

Television  audiences  will  be  seeing  a 
message  on  voting  in  the  near  future. 
The  announcment  is  keyed  to  the  tag- 
line: “Kick  The  Non-Voting  Habit.”  The 
“Get  Out  The  Vote”  campaign  of  the 
Legion  has  sought  for  years  to 


increase  participation  in  our 
democratic  form  of  government.  The 
television  announcement  pokes  fun  at 
all  the  little  excuses  Americans  use  to 
explain  why  they  don’t  vote. 

Radio  support  is  being  provided  to 
the  Vietnam  Veterans  Family 
Assistance  Program  via  public  service 
announcements  produced  to  further 
expand  participation  in  the  program  of 
The  American  Legion. 

Special  outreach  projects  for  1992 
include  efforts  to  interest  journalists  to 
report  on  the  impact  of  foreign 
lobbyists  on  our  government;  building 
the  understanding  that  the  Veterans 
Affairs  Medical  System  is  a national 
asset;  informing  Desert  Storm  veterans 
of  their  benefits  and  the  need  to  file 
appropriate  VA  forms  in  the  wake  of 
reports  on  unusual  medical  conditions 
affecting  some  of  those  veterans;  and 
the  on-going  effort  to  achieve  a 
Constitutional  Amendment  to  protect 
the  American  flag  from  desecration. 

For  1992  the  Fourth  Estate  Award 
will  be  presented  to  Philip  Dine  of  the 
St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch  for  his  series: 
“Tyranny’s  Children.”  Dine  spent  a 
month  in  eastern  Germany,  Poland, 
Hungary,  Romania  and  Albania 
interviewing  people  about  their  past 
and  current  situations,  and  how  their 
lives  were  impacted  by  the  collapse  of 
communism.  The  professional 
journalists  who  served  as  judges  for 
the  contest  termed  Dines  work: 


Zachary  and  Elizabeth  Fisher  are  presented  the  1992  National  Commander’s  Public  Relations  Award 
by  Commander  Dominic  D.  DiFrancesco  (right)  as  Tom  Kouyeas,  chairman  of  the  Public  Relations 
Commission  looks  on.  The  Fishers  were  honored  during  a luncheon  in  Washington,  D.C.,  for 
establishing  “comfort  homes”  near  several  military  hospitals. 


Thomas  C.  Kouyeas 
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Daniel  J.  Kalinger,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary 
of  Defense  for  Public  Affairs,  addressed  the 
Public  Relations  Commission  meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C.  early  in  1992.  Kalinger 
discussed  media  efforts  surrounding  Operation 
Desert  Storm  which  were  hot  topics  of 
discussion  among  media  professionals. 

“Powerful  people-to-people  reporting.” 

The  1992  National  Commander’s 
Public  Relations  Award  was  presented 
to  Zachary  and  Elizabeth  Fisher  in 
February  during  the  Washington 
Conference.  The  Firhers  received  the 
award  for  their  support  of  members  of 
the  Gnited  States  military  and  their 
families  through  the  establishment  of 
“Fisher  Houses”  near  major  military 
hospitals.  Several  new  “Fisher  Houses” 
will  be  opened  in  the  next  few  years, 
providing  places  to  stay  for  families 
who  must  travel  long  distances  to  visit 
their  loved  ones  in  military  hospitals. 

Winners  in  the  1992  Department 
Media  Awards  program  were  selected 
by  the  Commission.  These  awards  are 
given  for  sustained  coverage  of 


Legion-interest  news  and  events,  which 
results  from  an  active  public  relations 
role  on  the  local  level.  Awards  went  to: 
News  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Black  Earth, 
Wis.,  Weekly  Newspaper  of  the  Year; 
The  Telegraph  Forum,  Bucyrus,  Ohio, 
Daily  Newspaper  of  the  Year;  KGVO- 
AM,  Missoula,  Mont.,  Radio  Station  of 
the  Year;  and  WWTVAVWGP-TV, 
Cadillac,  Mich.,  Television  Station  of  the 
Year.  Entries  in  the  Department  Media 
Contest  increased  by  more  than  50 
percent  for  the  year. 

The  efforts  of  the  Public  Relations 
Commission  continue  on  a high  level, 
and  the  support  of  the  National 
Commander  and  other  Legion  officers 
continues  without  interruption. 
Suggested  speeches  for  patriotic 
holidays  and  other  special  days,  as  well 
as  fact  sheets  on  American  Legion 
programs  and  activities  continued  to 
be  provided  upon  request. 

On  behalf  of  all  Public  Relations 
Commission  members,  I thank  the 
National  Officers,  members  of  the 
National  Executive  Committee  and  the 
many  commissions,  committees  and 
their  division  staffs  for  seeking  Public 
Relations  support  of  their  many  and 
varied  projects. 

The  American  Legion,  3.1  million 
members  strong,  continues  to  fill  a 
vital  role  in  cities  and  towns  across 
America.  The  Public  Relations 
Commission  constantly  seeks 
opportunities  to  tell  The  American 
Legion  story  and  to  provide  service  to 
our  fellow  veterans,  their  families  and 
the  nation.  □ 


It  takes  a variety  of  media  products  to  reach  out  with  information  on  The  American  Legion.  During 
1991-92  special  products  ranged  from  television  and  radio  tapes,  to  news  release  via  computer, 
telephone  file  cards  and  a new  advertising  campaign  aimed  at  members  of  the  media  presenting  the 
Legion  as  a source  for  information  on  a wide  range  of  topics. 


Finance 

Commission 

George  W.  Boucek  (1L) 

Chairman 

Webber  LaGrange  (IN) 

National  Treasurer 

Paul  M.  Allen,  (MN) 

Director 


1 he 
primary 
obligation  of 
the  Finance 
Commission 
is  to  prepare 
a yearly 
budget  for 
submission 
to  the 
National 

George  W.  Boucek  Executive 

Committee,  the  handling  of  funds 
under  that  budget,  and  the  exercise  of 
reasonable  oversight  to  see  that  the 
various  divisions  and  departments  of 
the  National  Organization  operate 
within  the  approved  appropriations. 

The  Finance  Commission  is 
composed  of  seven  members,  with  the 
National  Adjutant  as  ex-officio 
secretary,  and  the  National 
Commander  and  National  Treasurer 
are  ex-officio  members.  Also  attending 
these  meetings  are  the  Executive 
Director  of  our  Washington  and 
Indianapolis  offices  and  the  Finance 
Director,  as  well  as  our  Liaison 
observers  from  the  National  Executive 
Committee. 

The  National  Organization  had  an 
operating  surplus  of  $65,015  for  the 
year  1991.  In  1991,  we  received  $5.50 
dues  per  member,  which  is  allocated 
as  follows:  $2.75  to  the  General  Fund; 
$2.50  to  The  American  Legion 
Magazine;  and  $.25  to  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation. 

The  income  of  the  National 
Organization  is  derived  from  annual 
membership  dues,  interest  on 
investments,  Magazine  advertisements, 
Emblem  sales,  contributions,  and 
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other  approved  activities. 

A full  financial  statement  is 
incorporated  in  the  Auditor's  report, 
and  in  addition,  your  attention  is 
directed  to  the  Reports  of  Committees 
and  Trusts  which  come  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Commission,  which 
reports  can  be  found  elsewhere  in  the 
program. 

American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation,  Inc. 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund 
Corporation 

American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Committee 

American  Legion  Emblem 
Committee 

American  Legion  Overseas  Graves 
Decoration  Trust  □ 

The  American 
Legion  Life 
Insurance  And 
Trust 

Committee 

Jerome  P.  Dobel,  Jr.  (MO), 
Chairman 

G.  Paul  Dunn  (OK), 

Assistant  Director, 

Member  Benefits  and  Services 

I he  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
and  Trust  Committee  provides 
oversight  for  the  several  life  insurance 
plans  currently  offered  by  The 
American  Legion  and  is  assigned  to 
the  National  Finance  Commission. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Plan  supports  several  National 
programs  which  are  among  the  most 
prominent  and  visible  activities  of  The 
American  Legion.  The  programs  are 
listed  below  with  the  corresponding 
funding  for  1992. 

American  Legion  Baseball 
$637,805,  National  Oratorical  Contest 
$254,800,  Junior  Uniformed  Musical 
Groups,  $20,000,  for  participation  at 
the  National  Convention,  Boys  Nation, 
$132,707,  Boy  Scout  of  the  Year 


Scholarship  Award,  $14,000.  An  award 
of  $2,000  per  year  up  to  four  years,  not 
to  exceed  $8,000,  for  purusit  of  a 
course  of  study  beyond  high  school. 
Three  second  place  awards  in  the 
amount  of  $2,000  each  are  also 
granted.  Department  Service  Officer 
Training  Program,  $40,250. 

These  requests  for  grants  are 
approved  by  The  American  Legion  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Committee,  the 
National  Finance  Commission  and 
National  Executive  Committee. 

Effective  January  1,  1992,  Hartford 
Life  Insurance  Company  became  the 
new  underwriter  for  the  Decreasing 
Term  Life  Insurance  Plan  which  has 
been  available  to  Legionnaires  through 
The  American  Legion  for  more  than 
33  years.  The  ITT  Hartford  will  lend 
additional  stability  to  The  Legion- 
approved  Life  Plan  because  of  that 
company’s  sound  operating 
performance  and  consistent  high 
ratings  from  A.M.  Best.  Benefits  for  the 
Plan  will  remain  as  they  have  in  the 
past. 

In  a further  move  to  answer  the 
insurance  needs  of  the  membership, 
The  Legion  is  now  offering  a new  Level 
Term  Life  Plan  to  members,  their 
spouses  and  dependents.  This 
includes  Sons  of  The  American 
Legion  members  and  spouses.  This  is 
the  first  time  under  this  plan  spouse 
and  dependent  coverage  has  been 
available  to  The  Legion  members.  The 
new  Legion-approved  Level  Term  Life 
Plan  is  also  underwritten  by  Hartford 
Life  Insurance  Company. 

Members  who  have  been  enrolled  in 
The  American  Legion’s  Decreasing 
Term  Life  Plan  were  offered  the  option 
of  converting  their  coverage  to  the 
newl  level  Term  Life  Plan  on  a 
guaranteed  issue  basis.  These 
members  could  convert  their 
Decreasing  Life  Plan  to  the  next 
highest  level  of  the  new  Level  Term  Life 
Plan  without  submitting  any  evidence 
of  insurability  or  meeting  any  age 
requirements. 

The  first  conversion  offer  ended 
February  15,  1992,  with  39%  of  the 
insureds  taking  the  offer.  This 
conversion  will  be  available  to  the 
membership  again  for  limited 
enrollment  periods.  Department 
Adjutants  of  The  American  Legion  will 
be  advised.  Please  watch  for  ads  and 


mailings  for  further  details. 

The  American  Legion  has  named 
Kirke-Van  Orsdel,  Incorporated  (KVI), 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  as  the  new  Plan 
Administrator  for  both  the  Decreasing 
Term  Life  Plan  and  the  new  Level  Term 
Life  Plan.  KVI  is  the  largest 
independent  insurance  administrator  in 
the  United  States  and  is  an 
acknowledged  leader  in  providing 
superior  service  to  their  4 million 
customers. 

If  Legion  members  are  interested  in 
additional  information  about  the 
Decreasing  Term  Life  Plan  or  if  they 
want  to  receive  a no-obligation 
Information  Kit  regarding  the  new 
Legion-approved  Level  Term  Life  Plan, 
they  can  call  the  Plan  Administrator 
TOLL  FREE  at  1-800-542-5547.  Or 
members  can  write:  The  American 
Legion  Insurance  Plans,  P.O.  Box 
93124,  Des  Moines,  Iowa  50303. 

ALL  G.l.I 2  (American  Legion  Life 
Guaranteed  Issue).  Also  known  as 
“Birthday  Life’’. 

ALL  G.l.2  is  a guaranteed  issue 
combined  level  whole  life  and 
accidental  death  benefit  insurance  plan 
with  premiums  at  entry  age  which  do 
not  increase  as  the  insured  grows 
older.  No  medical  exam  is  required. 
Union  Fidelity  Life  Insurance  Company, 
located  in  Trevose,  PA,  is  the  carrier 
and  administrator  for  this  plan. 

Guaranteed  renewable  for  life, 
Legionnaires  and  spouses  age  45 
through  age  80  are  eligible  to  enroll  for 
this  plan  which  builds  cash  values  and 
offers  a loan  provision.  The  age  limit 
in  Washington  and  New  Jersey  is 
lower  than  age  80.  Contact  Union 
Fidelity  for  details. 

The  plan  provides  a limited  death 
benefit  for  the  first  two  years  for  natural 
causes  and  provides  full  benefits 
during  that  period  for  accidental 
deaths.  Full  benefits  in  any  event  are 
payable  after  two  years. 

Requests  for  information  on  the 
insurance  plans  should  be  directed  to: 
The  American  Legion  National 
Headquarters 
Attn:  Mr.  G.  Paul  Dunn 
P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS 

Requests  for  information  concerning 
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the  status  of  applications,  non  receipt 
of  insurance  renewal,  filing  of  death 
claims,  status  of  death  claims,  amount 
of  premium,  inquiries  as  to  whether  or 
not  a member  is  insured,  or  specific 
questions  pertaining  to  the  terms  of 
coverage  should  be  directed  to: 

KIRKE-VAN  ORSDEL,  INC. 

400  Locust  Street 
Des  Moines,  1A  50398 
1-800-542-5547 

ALL  G.I.2  (BIRTHDAY  LIFE) 

Cnion  Fidelity  Life  Ins.  Co. 

4850  Street  Road 
Trevose,  PA  19049 
1-800-523-5758,  Ext.  3189  □ 

Condensed  Report 
On  National 
Emblem  Sales 
Division 

Keith  H.  Gwilliam,  (UT) 

Chairman 

Alfred  L.  Lankenau  (IN) 

General  Manager 

T he  American  Legion  emblem  is  the 
exclusive  property  of  the  National 
Headquarters.  The  sale  of  the  emblem, 
emblem  pins,  merchandise  carrying 
the  emblem  and  other  items  of 
organizational  equipment  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  National 
Headquarters  in  Indianapolis.  The 
following  tables  show  gross  sales,  net 
earnings,  etc.,  for  the  entire  calendar 
year  1991  and  for  the  first  three 
months  of  1992. 

January  1 to  December  31,  1991 
(12  months) 

Gross  Sales $6,960,254 

Cost  of  Goods  Sold  ....  4,062,318 

Overhead 1,879,151 

Operating  Profit 1,018,785 

(Total  number  of  1991  orders 
processed  was  70,287  — first  three 
months  of  1991  was  19,915) 

January  1 to  March  31,  1992 
(3  months) 

Gross  Sales $1,503,129 

Cost  of  Goods  Sold  ....  812,521 


Overhead  425,795 

Operating  Profit 264,813 


(Number  of  orders  processed  for  first  3 
months  of  1992  was  16,314.)  □ 


Chester  F.  Stellar,  (OH) 

Chairman 

John  Hanson  (AL) 

Director 

Each  passing 
year  generates 
many 

challenges  to 
the  leadership 
of  the  Veterans 
Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation 
(VA&R) 
Commission. 
The  past  year 
has  been  no 
exception.  Veterans  benefits  programs 
are  increasingly  viewed  by  some 
groups  and  individuals  as  being  too 
costly  and  inefficient.  The  American 
Legion  has  been  successful  in 
protecting  certain  benefits  programs 
from  being  reduced  or  eliminated,  and 
is  working  with  members  of  Congress 
to  restore  benefits  which  were  cut 
under  the  Omnibus  Budget 
Reconcilation  Act  of  1990. 

The  VA&R  Commission  is  the 
keystone  program  of  The  American 
Legion  and  one  of  the  primary  reasons 
for  the  founding  of  the  Legion  in  1919. 
The  program  has  three  principal 
elements.  First  is  the  service  provided 
by  the  national  staff  to  Department  and 
Post  Service  Officers  in  developing  and 
presenting  claims  and  dealing  with 
other  problems  related  to  veterans 
benefit  programs.  The  second  element 


is  the  continuing  effort  to  protect  and 
improve  veterans'  benefits  through 
legislative  channels  by  working  with 
congressional  committees  and  by 
maintaining  negotiations  and  liaison 
with  the  executive  branch  of  the  federal 
government  and  the  Department  of 
Veterans  Affairs  (VA).  VA&R  staff 
appeared  in  Congress  15  times  this 
past  year  to  support  and  defend 
veterans’  benefits  programs.  The  third 
element  of  VA&R  program  is  oversight 
of  the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 
VA  is  one  of  the  largest  Federal 
agencies  with  nearly  250,000 
employees.  Of  these,  196,000  are  in 
veterans  health  care  services.  VA  is 
responsible  for  the  administration  of 
more  than  $33  billion  in  veterans 
benefits.  The  VA&R  Commission  keeps 
a finger  on  the  pulse  of  the  VA  to 
ensure  that  its  mission  to  “care  for 
those  who  have  borne  the  battle”  is 
carried  out  as  a timely  service  to  G.S. 
veterans  and  their  families. 

The  past  legislative  year  began  with 
the  Legion  opposing  a joint  VA  and 
Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  Rural  Health  Care  Initiative 
(RHCI).  The  American  Legion 
campaign  against  the  RHCI  started  in 
August  1991,  before  any  other  group 
became  actively  involved.  The  Legion 
believes  that  any  excess  VA  capacity 
which  allows  the  treatment  of 
nonveterans  should  be  used  to  expand 
services  to  the  veterans  that  have  been 
excluded  by  the  raising  of  barriers  to 
access  to  care  for  “discretionary  care” 
veterans.  After  months  of  intense 
pressure  from  the  men  and  women  of 
The  American  Legion  and  American 


A.V.  “Bubba”  Akin  receives  new  Legion  cap 
from  VA&R  Chairman  Chet  Stellar.  A gift  from 
family  and  friends,  this  copy  correctly  dubs  Akin 
as  National  Vice  Chairman  of  VA&R,  a post  he 
has  held  for  several  years. 


National 
Veterans 
Affairs  and 
Rehabilitation 
Commission 


Chester  F.  Stellar 
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Legion  Auxiliary,  the  Rural  Health  Care 
Initiative  was  killed  in  the  (J.S.  Senate  in 
February  1992. 

The  VA&R  Commission  has 
continued  its  effort  to  eliminate  the 
barriers  of  access  to  care  for  all 
veterans  who  do  not  have  entitlement 
to  VA  medical  care.  In  May,  the  Legion's 
National  Executive  Committee  adopted 
VA&R  Resolution  No.  1,  which  calls  for 
the  provision  of  a full  range  of  health 
care  services  (continuum)  for  all 
veterans  with  service-connected 
disabilities  and  other  special  category 
veterans,  regardless  of  the  adjudicated 
percentage  or  nature  of  the  disability. 
The  Legion  proposal  also  makes 
provisions  for  nonservice-connected 
veterans  to  receive  a full  spectrum  of 
care  from  VA  under  certain  conditions. 

While  the  actual  dollar  amount  of 
VA’s  medical  care  budget  has  grown  by 
$2  billion  over  Fiscal  Years  1991  and 
1992,  with  an  additional  $1  billion 
increase  forecast  for  Fiscal  Year  1993, 
the  increasingly  high  cost  of  medical 
technology,  expanding  hospital  case 
loads,  and  medical  care  inflation  have 
resulted  in  a tighter  budget  situation. 
The  Legion’s  VA&R  Commission  and 
staff  will  continue  to  work  with  the 
administration  and  the  Congress  to 
find  real  solutions  to  VAs  medical  care 
budgetary  dilemma. 

Important  subjects  which  have 
directed  VA&R’s  agenda  over  the  past 
year  include  oversight  of  VA’s  medical 
and  benefits  delivery  programs, 
national  cemetery  system,  medical 
research  and  construction  programs. 
The  American  Legion  has  developed  a 
legislative  package  — The  Desert 
Storm  Serviceperson’s  Readjustment 
Act  of  1992  — which  will  change  the 
way  veterans  receive  education 
benefits,  and  raise  the  monthly 
allowance  to  $777  (from  the  $350 
monthly  stipend  paid  under  the  current 
Montgomery  Gl  Bill)  and  no 
contribution  by  veterans  would  be 
required.  This  proposal  was  introduced 
in  the  (IS.  Senate  as  S.  2231  in 
February  1992. 

The  American  Legion  is  concerned 
about  how  the  downsizing  of  G.S. 
military  forces  will  affect  the  750,000 
“instant”  veterans  who  will  be  released 
from  active  and  select  reserve  duty 
over  the  next  several  years.  This  is  one 
reason  the  Legion  proposed  a non- 


contributory Gl  education  bill.  VA&R 
Commission  staff  will  closely  watch 
how  the  anticipated  drawdown  will 
impact  various  VA  benefits  and 
services  programs.  The  Legion  is  also 
monitoring  the  numerous  ailments 
which  have  been  reported  by 
Operation  Desert  Storm  veterans.  A 
special  guide  to  veterans  benefits  was 
published  in  the  May  1992,  issue  of 
The  American  Legion  Magazine, 
including  instructions  for  Gulf  War 
veterans  who  might  want  to  file  claims 
for  ailments  that  could  have  been 
contracted  by  service  in  the  Persian 
Gulf  region. 

Since  the  creation  of  the  VA&R 
Commission  in  the  1920s,  The 
American  Legion  has  worked  with  VA 
and  the  Congress  to  ensure  that 
veterans  claims  are  fairly  and  properly 
adjudicated.  In  recent  years,  the  Legion 
repeatedly  called  attention  to  the 
steady  deterioration  in  the  quality  and 
timeliness  in  claims  processing,  as  well 
as  long-standing  fundamental 
inequities  in  adjudication  and  appeals 
procedures.  In  1988,  rather  than 
continue  piecemeal  efforts  to  achieve 
necessary  corrections  and 
improvements  in  the  system,  the 
Legion  put  forward  a legislative 
proposal  addressing  many  of  these 
problems  which  was  subsequently 
incorporated  into  the  Veterans  Judicial 
Review  Act  (PL  100-687)  creating  the 
G.S.  Court  of  Veterans  Appeals. 

The  American  Legion,  under 
contract  with  the  National  Veterans 
Legal  Services  Project,  will  provide 
representation  in  a limited  number  of 
cases  before  the  Court.  The  cases  to 
be  selected  must  involve  precedential 
legal  issues  affecting  significant 
numbers  of  veterans.  At  the  same  time, 
additional  resources  are  being  directed 
toward  enhanced  advocacy  training 
and  support  for  the  National  VA&R 
claims  and  the  appeals  staff  and 
Legion  accredited  representatives  at 
the  regional  office  level. 

From  the  standpoint  of  helping  to 
improve  the  way  benefits  claims  are 
adjudicated,  the  Court  is  having  a 
positive  impact  on  VA.  However, 
because  of  severe  cutbacks  in 
personnel  over  the  past  10  years  in  the 
regional  offices,  the  present  VA  staff  is 
overburdened  and  the  backlog  of 
pending  cases  is  growing.  This  means 


veterans  will  have  to  wait  longer  and 
longer  for  a decision.  The  Legion  is 
continuing  to  seek  additional  resources 
for  VA  to  help  alleviate  staffing 
shortages  and  improve  service  to 
veterans. 

The  American  Legion  Vietnam 
Veterans  Family  Assistance  Program, 
(WFAP)  managed  by  the  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission, 
provides  outreach  and  social  service 
referrals  for  Vietnam  veterans  and  their 
families,  particularly  those  with  children 
with  birth  defects  and  other 
developmental  disabilities.  The 
program  has  now  been  established  in 
15  states  across  the  country.  The 
primary  focus  of  the  program  is  to 
identify  exisitng  agencies  and 
programs  which  can  provide  free 
service  and  to  act  as  a link  between  the 
veteran  and  the  service  provider. 
Coordinators  in  NY,  PA,  KY,  OK,  OR,  IL, 
IN,  Ml,  MN,  MO,  NM,  SD,  and  FL  are 
obtaining  the  needed  counseling, 
support  resources  or  care  for  children 
with  birth  defects.  There  may  be 
programmatic  changes  such  as  more 
intense  “Case  Management”  under  the 
court  funded  program.  Every  effort  to 
obtain  additional  funding  to  continue 
this  worthwhile  effort  is  underway. 

The  “Agent  Orange  Act  of  1991,” 
ratifies  the  Department  of  the  Veterans 


Secretary  of  Veterans  Affairs  Edward  J. 
Derwinski  responds  to  queries  regarding  VA’s 
Rural  Health  Care  Initiative  at  VA&R’s  1992 
Washington  Conference. 
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Affairs  decision  to  provide  permanent 
disability  benefits  to  veterans  suffering 
from  non-Hodgkins  lymphoma  and 
further  awards  compensation  for  soft 
tissue  sarcomas.  Aslo,  veterans  who 
were  diagnosed  with  chloracne  within  a 
year  of  their  service  in  Vietnam,  are 
now  entitled  to  permanent  total 
disability  benefits  for  that  condition. 

In  addition,  the  Secretary  has 
determined  that  compensation  will  be 
awarded  to  veterans  who  contracted 
peripheral  neuropathy  based  on 
exposure  to  Agent  Orange.  Proposed 
rules  published  in  the  Federal  Register 
on  January  21,  1992,  reveal  that 
because  of  severe  restrictions,  only  a 
limited  number  of  veterans  may  qualify. 
The  American  Legion  has  strongly 
opposed  these  restrictions.  To  date, 
final  rules  have  not  been  promulgated. 

The  law  also  shifts  the  responsibility 
for  independent  scientific  reviews  of 
Agent  Orange  research  to  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences  (NAS).  The 
American  Legion  plans  to  monitor  the 
activities  of  the  NAS  during  the  course 
of  studies  concerning  the  effects  of 
Agent  Orange  on  the  health  of 
veterans  who  served  in  Vietnam.  Based 
on  agreement  reached  with  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs,  the 
NAS  is  required  to  report  their  findings 
by  July  1993. 

The  American  Legion  continues  to 
press  forward  with  our  lawsuit  filed  on 
August  2,  1990,  to  obtain  the  promised 
major  epidemiological  study  of  the  CIS 
ground  troops  that  were  exposed  to 
Agent  Orange.  On  January  15,  1992, 
the  Court  ordered  the  CI.S.  Magistrate 
to  proceed  with  scheduling  and 
discovery,  which  is  considered  a major 
step  forward  in  litigation.  □ 


Blood  Drive 

Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel  & Towers 
Level  One  River  Hall  B 

Times  8 a.m.  — 2 p.m. 

Saturday,  August  22 
Tuesday,  August  25 
Wednesday,  August  26 


National 

Security 

Commission 

William  O.  Moore,  Jr.  (KY) 
Chairman 

G.  Michale  Schlee  (MD) 

Director 


William  O.  Moore,  Jr. 


1 he  National 
Security 
Commission, 
its  Standing 
Committees, 
and  the 
National 
Security 
Council  had  a 
very  active  and 
fruitful  year  in 
1991-92. 


On  August  29,  1991,  one-hundred 
and  thirty-seven  members  and  guests 
of  the  National  Security  Commission 
traveled  to  Williams  and  Luke  Air  Force 
Bases  to  visit  pilot  training  facilities. 
Williams  Air  Force  Base,  which  is  one 
of  the  bases  scheduled  for  closure, 
graduates  the  largest  number  of  basic 
pilots  in  the  Free  World,  while  Luke  Air 
Force  Base  qualifies  pilots  in  the  F-15 
Eagle  and  F-16  Falcon  aircraft.  The 
F-15  was  the  mainstay  of  the  Gnited 
States  air  campaign  in  Operation 
Desert  Storm. 

The  visit  at  Williams  Air  Force  Base 
began  with  a mission  briefing  and 
included  site  visits  to  the  physiological 
training  unit,  aircraft  simulators,  and  a 
review  of  the  flight  line.  At  Luke  Air 
Force  Base,  the  group  was  welcomed 
by  the  Commanding  Officer  and  an 
overview  of  the  base’s  mission  was 
presented.  This  was  followed  by  an 
orientation  and  static  displays  of  both 
the  F-15  and  F-16  aircraft.  The  group 
also  had  the  opportunity  to  walk 
through  an  F-15  operational  squadron 
and  review  pilot  training  facilities.  The 
two  groups  also  toured  the  McDonnell- 
Douglas  plant  in  Mesa,  Arizona,  the 
Army’s  Apache  attack  helicopter 
production  plant.  This  visit  included  a 


round-robin  tour  of  the  various 
production  components  of  the  Apache 
helicopter.  The  McDonnell-Douglas 
visit  aroused  considerable  Legionnaire 
interest  and  enhanced  the  importance 
of  our  Defense  industrial  base. 

The  following  day,  the  two  groups 
visited  the  bases  they  had  not  visited 
the  previous  day.  After  the  tours,  the 
groups  joined  for  lunch  at  American 
Legion  Luke-Greenway  Post  #1  in 
downtown  Phoenix.  That  afternoon,  the 
Commission  visited  the  Champlin 
Fighter  Museum  which  contains  a 
private  collection  of  numerous  fighter 
aircraft  spanning  World  War  I through 
the  Korean  War. 

The  National  Security  Commission 
met  at  9:00  a.m.  on  Saturday,  August 
31,  in  joint  session  with  the  Foreign 
Relations,  Legislative  and  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commissions 
to  hear  Senator  Dennis  DeConcini 
from  Arizona.  Senator  DeConcini 
spoke  on  a number  of  subjects  to 
include  GS-Soviet  relations  and 
national  security  topics.  The  National 
Security  and  Foreign  Relations 
Commissions  reconvened  in  joint 
session,  and  the  National  Security 
Commission  recognized  past 
Commission  Chairman,  Roger  Munson 
for  his  ten  years  of  leadership  with  the 
Commission.  Also,  the  junior  ROTC 
unit  at  Apollo  High  School  in  Arizona 
was  recognized  by  the  Commission, 
which  had  been  selected  by  the 
Department  of  the  Navy  as  the  best 
junior  Naval  ROTC  unit  in  the  country. 
The  two  Commissions  then  heard 
Major  General  Mike  Myatt,  Commander 
of  the  1st  Marine  Division,  describe  the 
exploits  of  that  division  in  Operation 
Desert  Storm.  Lieutenant  Coubrough, 
Gnited  States  Air  Force,  recounted  his 
experiences  and  perceptions  during 
the  Persian  Gulf  War.  The  final  speaker 
before  the  joint  session  was  Force 
Master  Chief  Bruce  Baker,  Naval 
Surface  Forces  Pacific,  who  described 
the  implications  of  the  drawdown  in 
naval  personnel  and  its  impact  on 
readiness  and  morale.  That  afternoon, 
the  National  Security  Commission  and 
its  Standing  Committees  conducted  a 
comprehensive  review  of  all  the 
resolutions  assigned  to  the  Convention 
Committee  on  Security. 

BLOOD  DONOR  ACTIVITIES 
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The  American  Legion  and  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  continue  to 
be  principal  sources  of  supply  for 
blood.  Through  our  vast  network  of 
Posts  and  Units  organized  into 
Department  programs,  Legionnaires 
and  Auxiliary  members  through  a 
variety  of  programs  continue  to  supply 
the  blood  needs  of  their  own 
members,  hospitalized  veterans 
through  cooperative  agreements  to 
patients  in  civilian  hospitals.  In  this  past 
year,  the  Program  has  continued  to 
grow. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER  AWARDS 

To  stimulate  activities  on  the  part  of 
Departments  and  Posts,  annual  awards 
are  made  by  the  National  Commander. 
During  the  period  from  June  1,  1990 
through  May  31,  1991,  many 
Departments  of  The  American  Legion 
actively  participated  in  the  Blood 
Donor  Program.  The  criteria  for  the 
National  Commanders  Awards  for  Post 
and  Individual  participation  was  based 
on  Resolution  14,  adopted  at  the 
Spring  meetings,  May  8-9,  1985,  of  the 
National  Executive  Committee.  The 
resolution  provides  that  Departments 
be  placed  in  one  of  six  groups  based 
on  the  size  of  the  Department,  using 
criteria  established  by  the  Membership 
and  Post  Activities  Committee.  Each 
winning  Department  has  received  a 


Certificate  of  Recognition  signed  by 
National  Commander  Robert  S.  Turner 
and  National  Adjutant  Robert  W. 
Spanogle. 

Departments  having  ROTC  units 
supported  ROTC  programs  by  either 
awarding  or  encouraging  Posts  under 
their  jurisdiction  to  award  and 
participate  in  The  American  Legion’s 
ROTC  Medal  Program.  Response  to 
this  Program  has  been  outstanding. 
During  the  period  from  July  1,  1990  to 
June  30,  1991,  over  6,000  medals  were 
awarded  to  deserving  ROTC  and  Junior 
ROTC  candidates.  Presentations  of 
medals  were  made  to  ROTC  units  in  all 
50  states,  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
in  overseas  Departments. 

PAUL  H.  GRIFFITH  ROTC  TROPHY 

The  National  Executive  Committee 
at  their  October  1975  meeting 
approved  Resolution  21  which 
established  the  Paul  H.  Griffith  Trophy 
for  the  ROTC  Program  in  their  states 
during  the  year.  The  trophy  honors  the 
memory  of  Past  National  Commander 
Paul  H.  Griffith,  who  served  as  an 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense,  and 
throughout  his  lifetime  maintained  an 
active  interest  and  participation  in  our 
nations  defense. 

Criterion  for  judging  the  winner  of 
the  trophy  is  based  on  the  Department 
or  Departments  giving  the  greatest 


The  American  Legion  Military  Excellence  Award  was  presented  to  the  following  members  of  Air 
Force  ROTC  Detachment  215  of  Indiana  University,  Bloomington,  IN.  From  left,  Anita  Ann  Feugate, 
Mililani,  HI;  Kevin  M.  Mulligan,  Glen  Ellyn,  IL;  David  A.  Caglarcan,  Vienna,  VA;  and  Daniel  F.  Gottrich, 
Woodbridge,  VA.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Sergeant  Major  Paul  Saft,  American  Leqion  Post 
154,  Bloomington,  IN. 


degree  of  support  to  ROTC  programs 
to  include  the  number  of  medals 
presented  and  Legion  participation  in 
award  day  ceremonies.  Last  years 
winners  of  the  Paul  H.  Griffith  Trophy 
were  the  Departments  of  Alaska, 
Delaware,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Florida  and  Minnesota.  □ 


Convention 

Commission 


James  J.  Charleston,  (IL) 
Chairman 


Robert  P.  Radke,  (OH) 

The  73rd 

Annual 

Convention  of 
The  American 
Legion  was 
held  August 
30-September 
5,  1991.  All 
Convention 
events  were 
well  attended 
James  J.  Charleston  and  highly 

successful. 

Delegations  from  the  fifty  states  and 
foreign  Departments  heard  addresses 
from  The  Honorable  Lynn  Martin,  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Labor;  The  Honorable 
John  McCain,  U.S.  Senator  — Arizona; 
The  Honorable  Fife  Symington, 
Governor  of  Arizona;  The  Honorable 
John  J.  Rhodes,  U.  S.  House  — 
Arizona,  and  Admiral  David  E. 
Jeremiah,  U.S.N.,  Vice  Chairman,  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff.  National  Commander 
Robert  S.  Turner  (GA)  presented  The 
American  Legion  Distinguished 
Service  Award  (posthumously)  to 
Douglas  Edwards,  CBS  News 
Correspondent.  The  award  was 
accepted  by  Mrs.  Douglas  (Mary) 
Edwards. 

There  were  approximately  12,000 
spectators  attending  Freedom  Fest, 
1941-1991  — A celebration  of  the 
American  Spirit,  held  on  Sunday, 
September  1,  at  the  Arizona  Veterans 
Memorial  Coliseum.  Approximately  five 
hours  of  first  class  entertainment  were 
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provided  by  The  American  Legion 
Talent  Show,  the  Parade  of  Champions 
and  the  Legends  of  Las  Vegas.  The 
climax  of  the  show  was  the  Salute  to 
Bob  Hope,  the  Hope  Gypsies  and  the 
big  band  music  of  Les  Brown  and  his 
Band  of  Renown. 

The  program  also  included  the 
traditional  American  Legion  Memorial 
Service. 

National  Commander  Turner’s 
Banquet  for  Distinguished  Guests 
provided  an  enjoyable  evening  for 
2,000  attendees  on  Tuesday  evening. 
The  very  talented,  “Up  With  People” 
group  provided  the  evening’s 
entertainment. 

The  City  of  Phoenix,  The  American 
Legion  National  Convention 
Corporation  of  Arizona,  Inc.,  the 
Department  of  Arizona  and  the 
National  Staff  were  commended  by  the 
Convention  Commission  for  their 
efforts  in  conducting  another 
successful  Convention. 

UNIFORM  GROUP  CONTESTS 

Competitions  were  held  on  Saturday 
with  the  following  units  emerging  as 
National  Champions: 

Senior  Concert  Band  — 

Oconomowoc  American  Legion 
Band  Post  91,  Oconomowoc,  Wl. 

Senior  Color  Guard  (Military  Class)  — 
Highland  Guard,  Post  201 
Louisville,  KY 

Senior  Color  Guard  (Open  Class)  — 
Mason  Dixon  Color  Guard  Post 
42,  Hagerstown,  MD 

COMMISSION  MEETINGS 

The  Convention  Commission  held 
regular  meetings  in  the  Fall  of  1991 
and  Spring  of  1992.  At  the  Spring 
Meeting,  bids  for  the  1997  National 
Convention  were  received  from  the 
cities  of  Atlanta,  GA;  Baltimore,  MD; 
Charlotte,  NC;  Detroit,  Ml  and  Orlando, 
FL.  After  hearing  excellent 
presentations  from  all  of  the  cities,  the 
Commission  voted  to  recommend  to 
the  National  Executive  Committee  that 
the  1997  tentative  award  be  given  to 
Detroit,  MI.  The  NEC  approved  the 
recommendation. 

Progress  reports  from  cities  awarded 
future  Conventions  indicated  that 
planning  for  all  Conventions  is 


proceeding  on  schedule. 

The  primary  function  of  the 
Convention  Commission  is  to  review 
invitations  from  interested  cities  and 
recommend  sites  for  future 
Conventions.  Upon  approval  by  the 
National  Executive  Committee,  those 
recommended  cities  receive  tentative 
awards.  Cities  are  selected  five  years  in 
advance.  The  Commission  oversees 
Convention  activities,  critiques  each 
Convention,  recommends 
improvements  for  future  Conventions 
and  is  responsible  for  the  activities  of 
the  Distinguished  Guests  Committee 
and  the  Convention  Uniformed  Groups 
Contests. 


Many  of  the  functions  of  this 
Committee  were  programmed  into  a 
computer.  This  proved  to  be  most 
helpful  in  carrying  out  the  functions  of 
the  Committee  and  will  be  continued 
at  future  Conventions.  □ 

National 

Economic 

Commission 

Joseph  J.  Frank  (MO) 

Chairman 


DATES  AND  LOCATIONS  OF 
FUTURE  CONVENTIONS 


James  B.  Hubbard  (Ml) 
Director 


Pittsburgh,  PA 
Minneapolis,  MN 
Portland,  OR 
San  Antonio,  TX 

Detroit,  Ml 

(T)  Tentative  □ 


Sept.  3-9,  1993 
Sept.  2-8,  1994  (T) 
Sept.  1-7,  1995  (T) 
Aug.  30-Sept.  5, 

1996  (T) 

Aug.  29-Sept.  4, 

1997  (T) 


Distinguished 

Guests 

Committee 


Allen  L.  Titus  (IM), 

Chairman 

T'he  Distinguished  Guests 
Committee  operates  under  the 
umbrella  of  the  Convention 
Commission  and  is  directed  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  coordinating  the 
activities  of  those  persons  invited  to 
attend  the  National  Convention  as 
Distinguished  Guests.  The  Committee 
arranges  transportation  requirements 
upon  arrival  and  departure  at  the 
Convention  city  and  also  provides  such 
services  to  the  various  events  which 
the  guest  wishes  to  attend. 

Proper  credentials,  agendas, 
itineraries  and  other  necessary  details 
are  all  part  of  this  operation  and 
special  requests  are  honored  when 
possible. 


T^he  National 
Economic 
Commission 
and  its  two 
standing 
committees  on 
Employment 
and  Veterans’ 
Preference  are 
responsible  for 
ensuring  that 
America’s 
veterans  have  the  opportunity  to 
provide,  with  honor  and  dignity,  the 
economic  necessities  of  life  for 
themselves  and  their  families.  In  order 
to  achieve  this  goal,  the  commission 
and  its  committees  work  closely  with 
such  governmental  agencies  as  the 
Department  of  Labor,  the  Office  of 
Personnel  Management,  the  Small 
Business  Administration,  and  the  Loan 
Guaranty  and  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
Service  of  the  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the 
Seventy-third  Annual  National 
Convention  in  Indianapolis,  the 
National  Economic  Commission  and 
its  two  committees  have  met  on  three 
separate  occasions. 

FALL  1991  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 

An  executive  session  of  the  National 
Economic  Commission  was  held  on 


Joseph  J.  Frank 
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October  14-15,  1991,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  a resolution  originating 
within  the  commission,  authorizing 
The  American  Legion  to  seek  and 
support  legislation  that  would  allow 
military  retirees  who  have  20  or  more 
years  of  active  service  to  exercise 
veteran  preference  rights  in  reduction- 
in-force  situations  in  federal 
employment.  The  resolution  was 
recommended  for  approval,  and  was 
subsequently  approved  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee. 

1992  WASHINGTON  CONFERENCE 

In  conjunction  with  the  Thirty- 
second  Annual  Washington 
Conference,  the  National  Economic 
Commission  met  in  executive  sessions 
on  Monday,  Feb.  10,  and  Wednesday, 

Feb.  12,  1992.  Six  speakers  addressed 
the  commission’s  members  and  guests 
on  a variety  of  economic  issues. 

Charles  F.  Lee,  Associate  Counsel  to 
the  Senate  Veterans  Affairs  Committee, 
spoke  regarding  developing  a 
legislative  agenda  for  Congress.  He 
reviewed  highlights  of  1991, 
mentioning  the  war  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
and  the  amendments  to  the  Veterans 
Readjustment  Authority.  Some 
anticipated  activities  in  1992  are 
extending  VRA  to  veterans  released 
after  Dec.  31,  1979,  redesigning  the 
Disabled  Veterans  Outreach  Program 
formula,  and  oversight  over  the 
Transition  Assistance  Program.  Chuck 
stated  that  Legion  input  is  important  to 
the  committee  in  developing  its 
agenda. 

David  S.  Ritterpusch,  Acting 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for 
Veterans  Employment  and  Training, 
stated  that  he  believes  VETS  is 
underfunded  and  wants  it  adequately 
funded.  He  told  members  that  veterans 
service  organizations  can  be  a great 
help  to  him  in  this.  Ritterpusch  showed 
a brief  slide  show  detailing  Labor 
Department  emphases.  The  show 
proposed  using  closed  military  sites 
near  cities  for  job  training  facilities,  to 
be  locally  run  with  job  commitments 
from  local  employers. 

Robert  J.  Litman,  Deputy  Director  of 
the  G.S.  Employment  Service,  reviewed 
briefly  the  history  of  employment 
agencies  and  the  Job  Service,  and 
spoke  on  the  Interstate  Job  Bank.  This 


private  service  is  a computerized  job 
exchange.  The  Employment  Service  is 
developing  a similar  program,  called 
ALEX  for  Automated  Labor  Exchange, 
and  would  like  to  expand  it  so  that  Job 
Service  offices  had  terminals  like  bank 
teller  machines,  in  order  that  a client 
could  search  for  job  listings  any  time 
of  the  day. 

Tom  Muller  of  Marine  Midland  Bank, 
president  of  Employer  National  Job 
Service  Council,  told  listeners  that 
ENJSC  is  a volunteer  organization 
made  up  of  employers  and  associated 
with  local  Job  Service  offices. 

Members  are  mostly  small  employers 
in  all  kinds  of  businesses.  The  purpose 
of  the  organization  is  to  encourage  use 
of  the  Job  Service  by  employers  and  to 
disseminate  information  among 
members.  ENJSC  favors,  as  does  the 
Legion,  removal  of  Federal 
Unemployment  Tax  Account  funds 
from  the  federal  unified  budget. 

Leon  Bechet,  Director  of  the  Office 
of  Veterans’  Affairs  in  the  Small 
Business  Administration,  spoke  on  the 
current  status  of  veterans’  programs  in 
his  agency.  He  stated  that  there  are 
about  4 million  veteran-owned 
businesses  in  the  United  States  today. 
He  reported  on  numbers  of  loans 
made  or  guaranteed  to  veterans  for 
business  purposes,  and  said  that  SBA 
hopes  to  be  able  to  assist  new  military 
releases  to  start  businesses.  Bechet 
also  reported  on  a program  that 
originated  in  Waco,  Texas,  called  VET- 
FRAN,  which  assists  veterans  who  wish 
to  own  franchises  of  major  companies. 

Edward  McHugh,  Special  Assistant 
for  Veterans’  Employment  with  the 
Office  of  Personnel  Management, 
spoke  on  three  major  areas  in  federal 
employment  that  are  currently 
changing  and  developing.  They  are 
hiring  of  veterans,  Veterans’ 
Readjustment  Authority,  and  veterans’ 
reemployment  rights. 

Prior  to  the  Washington  conference, 
the  chairman  of  the  National 
Economic  Commission  appointed  a 
five-person  subcommittee  to  review  all 
the  nominations  that  had  been 
received  during  1991  in  the  Employer 
of  the  Year  awards  program.  This 
subcommittee  met  Feb.  1 1 to  select  a 
winner  and  a runner-up  in  both  the 
large  and  small  employer  categories. 
Those  serving  on  the  subcommittee 


were  Chairman  James  A.  McMahon 
(ME),  William  E.  Christoffersen  (UT), 
Henry  J.  Field  (SCC),  Helen  E.  Hull  (IL), 
and  David  Kuter  (Wl).  Eugene  R. 
Buggy  (PA),  who  was  appointed 
alternate  to  the  subcommittee,  also 
attended  unofficially. 

The  subcommittee  considered  41 
employer  nominations  from  24 
departments.  Of  these  nominations,  14 
were  for  small  and  15  were  for  large 
employers.  The  remaining  12 
nominations  (six  large  and  six  small) 
were  ineligible  for  the  national  awards. 
Winners  and  runners-up  will  be 
reviewed  by  the  Labor  Department  for 
pending  safety  and  health  or  fair  labor 
practices  violations  before 
announcement  is  made. 

The  whole  commission  met  on 
Wednesday  morning,  Feb.  12,  to 
conduct  a business  session  and 
consider  the  subcommittee’s  report. 

No  resolutions  were  introduced.  After 
brief  discussion,  the  subcommittee’s 
report  on  the  employer  awards  were 
adopted  without  dissent. 

SPRING  1992  NEC  MEETING 

Members  of  the  National  Economic 
Commission  and  its  two  committees 
met  in  executive  session  on  May  11-12 
to  consider  three  resolutions.  The 
subjects  of  these  resolutions  were 
Homeless  Veterans;  DVOP/LVER 
Processing  of  Unemployment 
Insurance;  and  Job  Training  2000.  The 
staff  recommended  approval  of  all 
three.  The  commission  and  the  NEC 
concurred  with  the  staff’s 
recommendation.  □ 


Convention  Festival 
“Alliance  for  Freedom” 

Monday,  August  24 
Navy  Pier,  Chicago,  IL 

Starting  at  3:00  p.m. 

Rosemary  Clooney 
performs  World  War  II 
nostalgia  show 
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Foreign 

Relations 

Commission 

William  M.  Detweiler,  (LA) 
Chairman 

G.  Michael  Schlee  (MD), 

Director 

o ver  the 

past  year,  the 
Foreign 
Relations 
Commission 
stressed 
support  for 
major 

strengthening 
of  laws  on 
regulation  of 
William  M.  Detweiler  lobbying, 

emerging  democracies  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  Central  America,  and 
increasing  public  awareness  of  POW/ 
MIA  issues. 

POW/M1A  ISSUES 

Last  fall  the  National  Commander 
appointed  the  Foreign  Relations 
Chairman  an  ex  officio  member  of  the 
Special  POW/M1A  Committee,  which  is 
chaired  by  Past  National  Commander 
Robert  S.  Turner.  The  Commission  has 
used  this  arrangement  to  focus  and 
intensify  its  support  for  The  American 
Legion’s  POW/M1A  Program  as  POW/ 
MLA  issues  have  gained  increasing 
national  notice  through  the 
investigations  of  the  Senate  Select 
Committee  on  POW/M1A  Affairs  and 
many  other  developments. 

LOBBYING  STUDY 

At  the  direction  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee,  the  Commission 
completed  a detailed  studying  on  the 
effects  of  foreign  lobbying  on 
governance  of  the  United  States.  Last 
fall  the  National  Executive  Committee 
adopted  a strong  resolution  based  on 
the  study.  It  calls  for  increased 
disclosure  requirements  for  lobbyists, 


restrictions  on  former  key  national 
leaders  from  serving  as  lobbyists, 
curtailment  of  floor  privileges  for 
former  members  of  Congress  who 
later  become  lobbyists,  measures  to 
ensure  fair  treatment  of  American 
lobbyists  overseas,  and  centralized 
administration  of  the  foregoing 
provisions.  The  Commission,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Legislative 
Commission,  has  made  intensive 
efforts  to  convince  Congress  to  enact 
the  much  needed  lobbying  reforms. 

WASHINGTON  CONFERENCE 

Dr.  Pat  Choate,  a well-known  political 
economist,  analyzed  the  influence  of 
foreign  lobbyists  within  the  United 
States.  He  contended  that  Asian 
nations  are  using  the  power  of  the  state 
and  the  flexibility  of  the  marketplace  to 
win  the  “business  war.”  They 
understand  the  political  dimension  of 
competition  and  seek  influence  in  the 
United  States  through  many  means. 

Dr.  Choate  concluded  by  strongly 
supporting  Resolution  4,  “Regulation  of 
Lobbying”  adopted  at  the  Fall  1991 
National  Executive  Committee 
Meeting. 

Mr.  Richard  D.  Kauzlarich,  Deputy 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State  for 
European  and  Canadian  Affairs,  spoke 
on  the  outlook  for  future  U.S.  relations 
with  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States  (CIS).  The  CIS  will 
probably  not  have  an  economic  role. 

Its  political  stability  will  depend  on  the 
actions  of  the  various  former  Soviet 
republics.  In  the  transition  period 
toward  democracy  and  market 
economics,  the  leaders  and  people  will 
need  support  and  encouragement 
from  the  West. 

POW/M1A  UPDATE 

The  Special  POW/M1A  Committee 
conducted  a POW/M1A  Update  at  the 
Washington  Conference  which 
presented  information  from  the  view 
points  of  the  U.S.  Government,  a 
prominent  POW/M1A  family,  and  a well- 
known  former  POW. 

Colonel  Ray  Smith,  USMC, 
Directorate  of  Policy  and  Strategy,  J-5, 
Office  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff, 
explained  the  newly  created  Joint  Task 
Force  Full  Accounting  recently 


established  within  the  U.S.  Pacific 
Command  to  assume  all 
responsibilities  within  the  Pacific  region 
for  resolving  POW/M1A  cases.  It  will 
eventually  have  fully  operational 
detachments  in  Hanoi,  Vientiane,  and 
Phnom  Penh. 

Mrs.  Shelby  Robertson  Quast, 
daughter  of  Colonel  John  Leighton 
Robertson,  whose  aircraft  crashed  45 
miles  northeast  of  Hanoi  on 
September  16,  1966  after  being  shot 
down  by  MIGs,  spoke  on  her  family’s 
difficulties  in  dealing  with  the  U.S. 
Government.  Mrs.  Quast  stated  that 
everyone  has  a responsibility  to  ensure 
that  the  U.S.  Government  lives  up  to  its 
implicit  deal  with  service  members 
that,  in  exchange  for  risking  their  lives, 
the  government  will  see  that  they  are 
never  left  in  enemy  hands. 

Captain  Eugene  B.  “Red”  McDaniel, 
USN  (Ret.),  President,  American 
Defense  Institute,  and  a former  POW  in 
North  Vietnam  for  several  years, 
assessed  the  U.S.  Government’s  POW/ 
MIA  program.  He  said  there  is  a major 
POW/M1A  problem  and  only  the  people 
can  solve  it.  While  serving  as  Navy 
liaison  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  1979-81,  he  learned  that  live 
American  POWS  were  still  being  held 
in  Vietnam.  After  retiring,  he  decided  in 
1985  that  the  U.S.  Government  was  not 
doing  everything  possible  to  secure 
their  release  from  captivity.  Leaving 
POWs  behind,  as  the  U.S.  did  in  World 
War  II,  Korea,  and  Vietnam,  dishonors 
the  nation.  □ 
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he  past  12 
months  of 
operations 
have  signaled  a 
year  of  triumph 
and  a year  of 
challenge. 
Triumph 
because 
advertising 
revenues 
reached  a 
record  high  of  $7,280,000  — $30,000 
more  than  was  required  to  meet  our 
budgeted  goal  — and  the  editorial 
product  was  well  received  by  our 
members,  according  to  syndicated 
research.  Challenge  because  ever- 
escalating  postal  rates  and  ever-more 
restrictive  postal  regulations  have 
forced  the  commission  to  search  for 
additional  revenue  sources  while 
trimming  production  costs  wherever 
possible. 

The  largest  and  most  noteworthy 
issue  of  1991  was  the  September  World 
War  II  commemorative  edition. 

Eighteen  months  in  the  planning  and 
production,  the  issue  contained  128 
pages  of  historical  context  and 
photographs  retelling  the  history  and 
significance  of  World  War  II.  So  well- 
received  was  the  issue  by  the  Legion 
membership  that  thousands  of  copies 
were  distributed  in  response  to 
requests  from  schools,  civic 
organizations  and  libraries.  Additionally, 
the  WW1I  issue  was  an  advertising 
revenue  milestone,  being  the  first  issue 


of  The  American  Legion  Magazine  to 
exceed  $1  million  in  net  advertising 
revenue. 

The  March  1992  edition  was  another 
issue  of  editorial  significance  in  that 
the  bulk  of  editorial  coverage  dealt  with 
the  POW/M1A  issue.  The  result  of  six 
months  of  editorial  research,  this  issue 
vividly  outlined  the  POW/MIA  situation 
and  presented  Legion-developed  and 
supported  recommendations  for  its 
resolution. 

Such  editorial  content  was  made 
possible  by  moneys  derived  from 
member  per-capita  subscription  fees  of 
$2.50  each  and  additional  income 
derived  from  advertising  revenue. 
Without  advertising  revenues,  it  would 
have  been  financially  impossible  to 
produce  the  amount  and  quality  of 
editorial  published  in  1991-92. 

However,  continued  success  in  this 
area  was,  is  and  will  continue  to  be 
threatened  by  onerous  postal 
regulations  and  escalating  rates. 

Late  in  1991,  Congress  authorized 
the  United  States  Postal  Service  to  ban 
all  travel,  financial  and  insurance 
advertising  in  publications  qualifying 
for  the  third-class  non-profit  postal 
permit.  Additionally,  a “flats”  tax  was 
levied  on  such  publications,  increasing 
postal  rates  by  more  than  $800,000 
annually  in  1991,  and  levying  a similar 
increase  in  October  1992.  These 
increases  are  in  addition  to  the  $1.2 
million  increase  enacted  in  February 
1991. 

In  an  effort  to  lessen  the  financial 
impact  and  regulatory  restrictions,  The 
American  Legion  Magazine  applied  for 
and  was  granted  a second-class  non- 
profit permit.  By  mailing  second-class 
non-profit,  the  magazine  was  not 
subject  to  the  travel,  financial  and 
insurance  advertising  restrictions  and 
experienced  a postal  increase  of  some 
$400,000  in  October  1991,  instead  of 
$800,000.  This  relief  may  prove  to  be 
temporary  because  there  are  plans 
being  discussed  on  Capitol  Hill  that  will 
impose  a flats  tax  on  second-class 
permits,  as  well  as  introduce 
advertising  ratio  restrictions  on  all  non- 
profit publications. 

In  an  attempt  to  offset  such  adverse 
financial  impacts,  the  magazine,  for  the 
first  time,  has  been  experimenting  with 
cooperative  advertising  programs  and 
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has  undertaken  the  establishment  of 
an  enhanced  outfit  reunion  service  that 
employs  900-number  interactive 
telenetworking. 

Realizing  that  The  American  Legion 
Magazine  is  the  only  communication 
that  goes  to  every  member  of  the 
Legion,  the  commission  is  making 
every  effort  to  keep  the  publication  on 
sound  financial  footing.  This  has 
become  increasingly  difficult,  despite 
six  years  of  record  advertising  growth 
and  very  advantageous  printing 
contracts,  due  to  spiraling  postal  rates. 
Unless  Congress  sees  fit  to  afford 
postal-rate  relief  to  non-profit 
publications,  The  American  Legion 
Magazine  will  likely  end  1992  with  a 
deficit  of  at  least  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Every  prudent  effort 
is  being  made  to  avoid  this  eventuality 
without  severely  impacting  editorial 
quality. 

The  magazine’s  goal  continues  to  be 
to  produce  a quality,  informative 
publication  for  Legionnaires  that 
conforms  to  our  founder’s  vision  of  it 
being  one  of  the  “enduring 
monuments”  of  The  American 
Legion.  □ 
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either  a National  Convention  or 
meetings  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee. 

The  American  Legion’s  legislative 
portfolio  covers  a large  spectrum  of 
issues.  Promoting  the  Legion’s 
mandates  requires  testimony  at  40-50 
congressional  hearings  each  year, 
thousands  of  letters  and  countless 
hours  of  telephone  calls  and  meetings 
involving  the  Commission’s  staff. 

One  of  the  more  critical  issues 
during  the  past  year  was  a direct 
challenge  to  the  foundations  of  the  VA 
medical  care  system.  Last  fall,  VA 
announced  plans  to  allow  nonveterans 
to  receive  health  care  in  certain  VA 
medical  facilities.  Led  by  The  American 
Legion,  the  entire  veterans  community 
denounced  the  proposal  and  urged 
Congress  to  take  action  to  halt  the 
initiative.  Thanks  to  grassroots 
pressure,  VA  announced  the 
cancellation  of  the  proposal  in 
February  1992. 

After  the  successful  conclusion  of 
the  Persian  Gulf  War,  America’s  armed 
forces,  Guard  and  Reserve  members 
returned  to  find  a variety  of  problems 
facing  them  and  their  families.  The 
American  Legion’s  Family  Support 
Network  has  proven  invaluable  to  Gulf 
War  veterans  and  their  families  in  a 
variety  of  situations  from  providing 
family  counseling  to  help  with  paying 
bills  and  rent.  The  Legion  has  also 
examined  the  problems  which  many 
returning  Desert  Storm  veterans  have 
encountered  with  unemployment, 
illnesses  and  homelessness.  We  are 
now  urging  Congress  to  confront  those 
problems  by  providing  legislative  relief. 
A fundamental  element  of  our 
legislative  approach  is  our  strong 
support  for  a substantially  improved  G1 
Bill. 


the  size  of  the  armed  forces.  The 
American  Legion  has  urged  DoD  to 
slow  the  pace  of  cutting  our  armed 
forces,  especially  during  hard 
economic  times.  The  Legion  views  the 
daunting  prospect  of  several  hundred 
thousand  veterans  being  involuntarily 
thrown  into  the  civilian  workplace  over 
the  next  five  years  as  unacceptable. 

To  help  these  veterans  become 
functioning  employees  of  the  civilian 
workforce,  the  Legion  has  urged 
Congress  to  fully  fund  the  Disabled 
Veterans  Outreach  Program  (DVOP) 
and  the  Local  Veterans  Employment 
Representative  (LVER)  program.  Other 
efforts  aimed  at  helping  unemployed 
and  underemployed  veterans  include: 
permanent  reauthorization  of  the 
Targeted  Jobs  Tax  Credit;  increased 
emphasis  on  DoD’s  Transitional 
Assistance  Program  and  Disabled 
Transitional  Assistance  Program  (TAP/ 
DTAP);  and,  reauthorization  of  the 
Veterans  Job  Training  Act.  (VJTA). 

The  American  Legion  remains  very 
concerned  over  VA  health  care  funding 
which  continues  to  lag  behind  veteran 
demand.  Despite  a proposed  funding 
level  of  $14.6  billion  for  Fiscal  Year 
1993,  our  organization  has  informed 
Congress  that  veterans  health  care 
would  need  a minimum  of  $15.6  billion 
to  meet  the  basic  medical  care  needs 
of  veterans.  In  order  for  other  VA 
accounts  to  accomplish  their  assigned 
missions,  The  American  Legion  is 
seeking  minimum  funding  of  $280 
million  for  medical  research,  $600 
million  for  major  construction  projects, 
and  $75  million  for  the  National 
Cemetery  System.  To  graphically 
demonstrate  the  importance  of  VA 
programs  to  the  individual  states,  The 
American  Legion  produced  and 


As  a result  of  a postal  rate  hike  in 
1991,  The  American  Legion  Mageizine 
experienced  an  80  percent  postage 
increase.  Various  Post  and  Department 
publications  suffered  similar  rises, 
causing  some  to  reduce  the  number  of 
issues  published  or  to  terminate 
publication  altogether.  This  adversely 
impacts  upon  the  ability  of 
Legionnaires  to  render  community 
service.  Our  organization  has  asked 
Congress  to  pass  legislation  to  provide 
special  rate  treatment  for  federally- 
chartered  veterans  groups.  Other 
legislation  to  reform  third  class 
postage  rate  eligibility  criteria  for 
nonprofit  groups  is  also  under 
consideration. 

The  Legion  is  continuing  its 
campaign  to  generate  resolutions  from 
state  legislatures  urging  Congress  to 
pass  a constitutional  amendment  to 
protect  the  American  flag  from 
desecration.  Half  of  the  state 
legislatures  have  passed  such 
resolutions. 

In  the  foreign  relations  arena,  The 
American  Legion  is  urging  Congress  to 
pass  legislation  which  would  restrict 
the  activities  of  lobbyists  representing 
foreign  governments  who  operate  on 
and  around  Capitol  Hill.  Our 
organization  is  also  monitoring  very 
closely  the  matter  of  accounting  for 
those  still  listed  as  missing  in 
Southeast  Asia.  We  are  particularly 
focusing  our  attention  on  the  work  of 
the  Senate  Select  Committee  on  POW/ 
MIA  Affairs. 

As  we  look  ahead  to  1993,  we  expect 
serious  challenges  in  the  103rd 
Congress,  particularly  on  federal 
budgetary  matters.  The  complexion  of 
Congress  will  be  quite  different  next 
year  because  the  turnover  in 
congressional  members  will  be  greater 


The  Department  of  Defense  (DoD)  distributed  a complete  new  pamphlet  than  at  any  other  time  in  the  20th 

is  continuing  with  its  efforts  to  reduce  entitled  “Developing  a National  Asset.  century.  □ 
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Affiliated  Organizations 


^^eventy-two  years  ago,  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  was  formed  to  benefit 
veterans  and  their  families.  This  past 
year,  members  of  the  world’s  largest 
patriotic  organization  of  women  proved 
that  their  purpose  is  still  clear  and  their 
dedication  as  strong  as  ever. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
showed  its  continued  dedication  to 
servicemen  and  women  through  its 
Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
(VA&R)  program,  in  which  104,689 
members  volunteered  3.3  million 
hours  and  spent  $8.6  million  to  assist 
1.6  million  veterans. 

The  Auxiliary’s  familiar  flower  of 
remembrance  — the  red  crepe  paper 
poppy  — benefited  veterans,  both  in 
and  outside  of  hospitals  and  VA 
medical  centers,  through  manufacture 
and  distribution  of  the  small  flowers  in 
exchange  for  contributions.  Poppy 
funds  are  used  for  VA&R  projects  and 
to  provide  an  income  for  hospitalized 
veterans.  There  were  1,517  veteran- 
poppy  makers  who  earned  $596,367. 
More  than  11.6  million  poppies  were 
made  and  $2.2  million  in  donations 
was  received. 

Mational  President  Margaret 
Yankovich  chose  Community  Service 
as  her  special  focus  this  year.  Trees 
were  planted  to  protect  the 
environment  and  to  beautify  the  nation. 
Recycling  programs  for  glass, 
aluminum  cans,  newspaper,  plastic, 
used  batteries  and  aerosol  cans  were 
established  and  maintained  by 
Auxiliary  members.  The  blood  donor 
program  continued  to  thrive  in  Mrs. 
Yankovich’s  year. 

The  elderly,  the  homeless  and  young 
people  all  benefited  from  community 
programs  in  which  95,351  Auxiliary 
community  volunteers  gave  3.6  million 
hours  and  spent  $2.9  million. 

This  year’s  special  project,  the  “All- 
Woman”  house  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  and  Habitat 
for  Humanity  International  as  a part  of 


the  1992  Jimmy  Carter  Work  Project. 

The  “blitz-built”  house  was 
constructed  in  Washington,  D.C.,  by 
women  for  women  to  facilitate  the 
demand  for  low-cost  housing  at 
reasonable  rates.  Auxiliary  members 
contributed  nearly  $50,000  toward  this 
project  and  to  local  Habitat  projects. 

The  Auxiliary  also  assists  the  nation’s 
children  and  young  people.  Through 
educational  scholarships,  Gnits, 
Departments  and  the  National 
organization  enable  young  people  to 
further  their  pursuit  of  learning.  In 
addition  to  the  National  Prsident’s 
Scholarships  valued  at  $17,500,  and 
the  four-year  $1,000  Spirit  of  Youth 
Scholarships  for  Juniors,  there  were 
366  scholarships  awarded  by  44 
Departments  at  a value  of  $208,000 
and  3,100  Unit  scholarships  valued  at 
$640,000. 

Child  safety  and  protection  from 
kidnapping  and  molestation, 
prevention  of  drug  and  alcohol  abuse, 
and  teenage  suicide  were  issues  which 
the  Auxiliary  continued  to  confront  in 
its  quest  to  care  for  America’s  children. 
Direct  assistance  was  given  to 
1,067,905  children  at  a cost  of  $4.7 
million.  Total  contributions  to  other 
charitable  organizations  totaled 
$1,360,556.  Contributions  to  The 
American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  totaled  $103,246. 

In  1991,  the  Child  Welfare 
Foundation  awarded  a grant  to  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  for  the 
production  of  the  video,  “Young  People 
& Relationships,  to  help  young  people 
understand  the  importance  of 
relationships  and  teach  them  the 
communications  skills  needed  to 
develop  healthy  relationships. 

There  are  115,000  Junior  Auxiliary 
members.  They  represent  12  percent 
of  the  organization  and  who  take  part 
in  every  aspect  of  the  organization. 
There  are  24,811  Junior  volunteers 
who  served  204,272  hours  in  a variety 


of  Auxiliary  programs. 

The  Girls  State  program  is  highly 
regarded  and  the  most  well  known  of 
the  Auxiliary’s  programs  for  young 
people.  Open  to  young  women  who 
have  completed  the  junior  year  of  high 
school,  Girls  State/Girls  Nation  offers 
nearly  20,000  young  women  from  48 
states  the  opportunity  to  experience 
the  function  of  location,  state  and 
national  government  first  hand. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  also 
looks  out  for  its  own  members. 
Through  the  Auxiliary  Emergency 
Fund,  members  are  given  temporary 
financial  assistance  when  all  other 
sources  have  failed.  This  year,  the  AEF 
assisted  122  members  at  a cost  of 
$113,995.  The  Displaced  Homemakers 
fund,  a part  of  AEF  which  funds 
educational  and  re-training  grants, 
awarded  three  grants  to  members. 
Contributions  from  members  to  help 
their  own  totaled  $102,068. 

The  Auxiliary  also  added  new 
benefits  to  the  current  membership 
package.  In  addition  to  the  travel- 
accident-life  insurance  benefits,  the 
money-market  and  MasterCard 
programs,  the  organization  now  offers 
discount  rates  for  eye  care,  moving 
expenses,  and  car  rental. 

National  President  Margaret 
Yankovich  asked  all  Auxiliary  members 
to  “forge  a new  future”  as  we  near  the 
21st  century.  She  organized  a “Special 
Forces  Team”  composed  of  the 
“cream”  of  the  organization’s 
volunteers  who  took  their  knowledge 
and  experience  to  the  grass  roots 
member  at  membership  workshops 
throughout  the  nation.  Their  mission 
was  to  explain  all  aspects  of 
membership  recruitment.  Theirs  was 
an  Herculean  task,  but  the  rewards 
are  evident  in  the  slow,  but  steady 
growth  of  membership  as  we  near  the 
end  of  another  successful  year  of 
service.  □ 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Balance 


Current  Fund: 


Assets 


Cash 

Restricted  cash  

Agent  orange  program 

Accounts  receivable: 

Emblem  Division 

Publications  Division 

Other  

Accrued  interest  on  investments 

Inventories: 

Emblem  Division 

Publications  Division 

Prepaid  expenses  and  supplies  

Prepaid  pension  expense  — note  10 

Deferred  membership  expense 

Deferred  direct  membership  solicitation  expense 

Deferred  revenue  enhancement  expense 

Postal  deposits 


Investments — note  3: 

Segregated  for  Designated  Funds 

Segregated  for  Washington,  D.C.  building 

Segregated  for  health  insurance 

Restricted  for  pension 

Other  

Investment  in  subsidiary — note  2 


Property  and  equipment: 

Land  — Indianapolis  parking  lot  

Washington,  D.C.  real  estate: 

Land 

Building 

Furniture,  fixtures,  and  equipment  in: 

National  Headquarters  building, 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Washington,  D.C.  building  

Work  in  progress — computer,  National  Headquarters 

Deduct:  Accumulated  depreciation  and  amortization 


Nonexpendable  Funds — note  7: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund: 

Cash 

Accrued  interest  on  investments 
Investments 


Paid-Gp-For-Life  Membership  Fund: 

Cash 

Accrued  interest  on  investments 
Investments 


December  31 


1991 


$ 26,393 

763,981 
128,053 

67,885 

1.059.934 
1,396,047 

431,794 

1,307,384 

159,607 

563,066 

3,044,476 

227,065 

3.633.935 

50,000 

12,859,620 


10,305,287 

279,000 

567,592 

15,673,342 

107,971 

26,933,192 


238,359 

80,000 

4,116,940 


7,294,850 

1,312,403 

54,055 

13,096,607 

2,990,445 

10,106,162 

49,898,974 


25,818 

17,021 

837,298 

880,137 


5,000 

117,071 

13,711,266 

13,833,337 

$64,612,448 


1990 


$ 19,569 

796,495 
72,955 

95,746 

990,711 

1,224,848 

222,629 

1,095,428 
646,918 
420,881 
2,236,414 
175,151 
3,972,601 
293,982 
50,000  ; 

12,314,328 


9,706,555 

166,000 

942,310 

268,952 

15,197,545 

92,729 

26,374,091 


238,359 

80,000 

4,674,821 


3,041,160 

1,024,300 

1,615,905 

10,674,545 

3,204,691 

7,469,854 

46,158,273 


30,574 

17,978 

785,675 

834,227 


5,000 

157,839 

10,052,008 

10,214,847 

$57,207,347 


See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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heet 


Exhibit  A 


December  31 

1991  1990 


Liabilities  and  Funds 

Zurrent  Fund: 

Liabilities: 

Accounts  payable  

Agent  orange  program 

Restricted  grant 

Capitalized  lease  obligations — note  4 

Deposits  on  Emblem  merchandise  sales 

Funds  in  transit  to  The  American  Legion 

Life  Insurance  Trust 

Deferred  dues  income  

Deferred  income — direct  membership  solicitation 

Deferred  revenue  enhancement  income  

Accrued  vacation  benefits  

Provision  for  health  insurance  liability 

Other  liabilities 

Due  to  restricted  fund 

Total  liabilities 

Fund  balances — notes  5 and  6: 

Restricted  funds: 

Oratorical  Contest  Fund 

Other  restricted  funds 

Designated  funds: 

The  Restricted  Fund  

The  Reserve  Fund 


Appropriated  funds 

Unappropriated 

Total  fund  balances 


$ 2,252,526 
128,053 
488,971 
2,589 
165,493 

249,950 

13,238,747 

997,446 

553,283 

45,002 

582,479 

3,750,000 

22,454,539 


244,839 

656,734 

8,076,823 

2,228,465 

11,206,861 

1,541,977 

14,695,597 

27,444,435 


49,898,974 


$ 1,910,279 
72,955 

31,540 

127,337 

407,424 

13,414,698 

1,531,925 

225,408 

576,225 

45,005 

160,734 


18,503,530 


244,049 

365,893 

7,533,505 

2,173,050 

10,316,497 

1,541,977 

15,796,269 

27,654,743 


46,158,273 


Nonexpendable  Funds — note  7: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund: 
Fund  balance 


880,137  834,227 

880,137  834,227 


13,833,337 

13,833,337 

$64,612,448 


10,214,847 

10,214,847 

$57,207,347 


Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  Fund: 
Fund  balance 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Statement  of  Revenue,  Expenses 

Currenl 


Year  Ende 
199 


Appropriat 

Unappropriated  Funds 


Revenue: 

National  dues  . . $17,126,379 

Sales  of  Emblem  items  6,962,946 

Advertising  revenue 7,181,491 

Investment  income 1,444,526 

Direct  membership  solicitation i 2,091,712 

Revenue  enhancement 1 ,264,000 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund 

Corporation  income — note  8 595,268 

Amounts  withdrawn  from  The  American  Legion 

Life  Insurance  Trust — note  9 1 ,040,232 

Other  restricted  income 225,457 

Other  income  4,369,995 

42,302,006 


Expenses: 

Salaries  7,616,649 

Employee  benefits — note  10  580,129 

Cost  of  sales  5,159,641 

Direct  publication  expenses 12,208,403 

Executive  and  staff  travel 749,125 

Commission  and  committee 1,141 ,336 

Operational 6,387,863 

Office 3,831,705 

Occupancy 1,661,634 

Special  projects  and  programs 2,915,748 


42,252,233 


Operating  Revenue  in  Excess  of  Expenses  49,773 

Equity  in  Income  (Loss)  of  Wholly  Owned  Subsidiary  1 5,242 

Excess  of  Revenue  Over  Expenses  65,015 


Fund  Balances,  Beginning  of  Year 15,796,269  $1,541,977 

Interfund  Transfers — note  5 1 52,684 

Transfer  to  Health  Insurance  Plan — note  3 ( 1,318,371)  


Fund  Balances,  End  of  Year  $14,695,597  $1,541,977 

See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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:und 

Exhibit  B 
Sheet  1 


)ecember31 

1990 

Designated  and 

Total 

Total 

Restricted 

Current 

Current 

Funds 

Fund 

Fund 

$17,126,379 

$16,829,259 

6,962,946 

6,853,050 

7,181,491 

6,591,179 

$ 751,417 

2,195,943 

2,245,515 

2,091,712 

1,464,562 

1,264,000 

740,412 

595,268 

549,378 

138,000 

1,178,232 

1,234,508 

356,489 

581,946 

510,725 

783,893 

5,153,888 

5,316,738 

2,029,799 

44,331,805 

42,335,326 

7,616,649 

7,635,853 

580,129 

1,133,348 

5,159,641 

4,925,272 

12,208,403 

11,224,217 

749,125 

705,639 

1,141,336 

1,008,614 

6,387,863 

5,138,219 

3,831,705 

2,768,503 

1,661,634 

1,195,101 

986,751 

3,902,499 

5,075,673 

986,751 

43,238,984 

40,810,439 

1,043,048 

1,092,821 

1,524,887 

15,242 

( 8,271) 

1,043,048 

1,108,063 

1,516,616 

10,316,497 

27,654,743 

26,138,127 

( 152,684) 

— 

— 

( 1,318,371) 

$11,206,861 

$27,444,435 

$27,654,743 

(Exhibit  B 

Sheet  2) 
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Statement  of  Revenue,  Expenses 

Designated  and 
Year  Ended 


Designated  Funds 

The 

The 

Restricted 

Reserve 

Fund 

Fund 

Kevenue: 

Investment  income  

$ 55,415 

Amounts  withdrawn  from  The  American 

Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust — note  9 . . . . 

Restricted  contributions 

Other  income 

696,002 

55,415 

Expense: 

Special  projects  and  programs 

Excess  of  Revenue  Over  Expenses 

55,415 

Fund  Balances,  Beginning  of  Year 

2,173,050 

Interfund  Transfers — note  5 

Fund  Balances,  End  of  Year 

$8,076,823 

$2,228,465 

See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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nd  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 
:estricted  Funds 
iecember  31, 1991 


Exhibit  B 
Sheet  2 


Restricted  Funds 

Oratorical 

Other 

Total 

Designated 

Contest 

Restricted 

And  Restricted 

Fund 

Funds 

Funds 

$138,000 

$356,489 

783,893 

$ 751,417 

138,000 

356,489 

783,893 

138,000 

1,140,382 

2,029,799 

137,210 

849,541 

986,751 

790 

290,841 

1,043,048 

244,049 

365,893 

10,316,497 

( 152,684) 

$244,839 

$656,734 

$11,206,861 

(Exhibit  B 
Sheet  1) 
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Statement  of  Changes  in  Financial 

Year  Ended  Dec 


Operating  Activities: 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenses  

Add: 

Depreciation  charged  to  operations 

not  requiring  cash 

Equity  in  (income)  loss  of  subsidiary  . . 

Loss  from  sale  of  fixed  assets  

Certain  working  capital  transactions: 

Restricted  cash 

Accounts  receivable  

Accrued  interest  on  investments  

Inventories 

Prepaid  expenses  and  supplies  

Deferred  expenses 

Accounts  payable  

Restricted  grant 

Deposits  on  emblem  merchandise  sales 
Funds  in  transit  to  American  Legion 

Life  Insurance  Trust 

Deferred  income 

Accrued  vacation 

Provision  for  health  insurance 

liability 

Other  liabilities 

Cash  provided  by  operations  

INVESTING  ACTIVITIES: 

Additions  to  property  and  equipment  .... 

Proceeds  from  sale  of  fixed  assets 

Transfer  to  Health  Insurance  Plan  

Net  decrease/(increase)  in  investments  . . . 
Proceeds  from  restricted  fund  note — net  . 
Investments  in  and  advances  to  subsidiary 

FINANCING  ACTIVITY: 

Principal  payments 

under  capital  lease  obligation 

Increase  (Decrease)  in  Cash 

Cash,  Beginning  of  the  Year 

Cash,  End  of  the  Year 


Current 

Fund 

Overseas 

Graves 

Decoration 

Trust 

$1,108,063 

$ 45,910 

851,983 
( 15,242) 

10,226 

32,514 
( 212,561) 
( 209,165) 
275,355 
( 950,247) 
580,734 
342,247 
488,971 
38,156 

957 

( 157,474) 

( 935,838) 
( 22,942) 

( 3) 

421,745 

1 ,646,522 

46,867 

( 3,503,739) 
5,222 
( 1,318,371) 
( 543,859) 
3,750,000 

( 51,623 

( 1,610,747) 

( 51,623 

( 28,951) 

6,824 

( 4,756 

19,569 

30,574 

$ 26,393 

$ 25,818 

See  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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osition  — Increase  (Decrease)  in  Cash 
nber  31, 1991 


Paid-Up  For 

Life 

Membership 

1991 

1990 

Fees 

Total 

Total 

$ 3,618,490 

$ 4,772,463 

2,824,542 

851,983 

495,823 

( 15,242) 

8,271 

10,226 

6,025 

32,514 

( 4,714) 

( 212,561) 

( 794,242) 

40,768 

( 167,440) 

77,949 

( 275,355) 

74,000 

( 950,247) 

272,802 

580,734 

( 1,080,235) 

342,247 

270,186 

488,971 

38,156 

( 30,176) 

( 157,474) 

( 277,396) 

( 935,838) 

218,541 

( 22,942) 

198,325 

( 3) 

2 

421,745 

24,876 

3,659,258 

5,352,647 

2,284,579 

( 3,503,739) 

( 2,881,513) 

5,222 

6,265 

( 1,318,371) 

( 3,659,258) 

( 4,254,740) 

903,048 

3,750,000 

— 

( 501,000) 

( 3,659,258) 

( 5,321,628) 

( 2,473,200) 

( 28,951) 

( 25,397) 

2,068 

( 214,018) 

5,000 

55,143 

269,161 

$ 5,000 

$ 57,211 

$ 55,143 
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Notes  to  Finan 


Note  1 — Summary  of  Significant  Accounting  Policies: 

General:  The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  (the  Legion)  is  a national  veterans  organization  which  was  declared  to  be  a 
corporate  body  by  an  Act  of  the  (Jnited  States  Congress  on  September  16,  1919. 

According  to  the  Original  Act  and  Subsequent  Amendments,  the  purpose  of  the  Organization  is:  “To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  of  America;  to  promote  peace  and  good  will  among  the  peoples  of  the  United  States  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth;  to 
preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  the  two  World  Wars  and  the  other  great  hostilities  fought  to  uphold  democracy;  to  cement  the  ties  and 
comradeship  born  of  service;  and  to  consecrate  the  efforts  of  its  members  to  mutual  helpfulness  and  service  of  their  country.” 

Basis  of  Presentation:  The  Legion  generally  reports  for  financial  statement  purposes  on  the  accrual  method  of  accounting,  recognizing 
income  when  earned  and  expenses  when  incurred. 

The  Legion  maintains  its  accounts  on  a fund  accounting  basis  wherein  the  accountability  for  certain  segments  of  its  operations  are 
presented  in  specific  designated  and  restricted  fund  balances.  Further,  the  Legion  has  designated  certain  amounts  for  future  projects  or 
purposes,  which  amounts  are  presented  as  appropriated  funds  in  the  accompanying  financial  statements. 

The  revenue  and  expenses  of  nonexpendable  funds  are  not  included  in  the  Statement  of  Revenue,  Expenses  and  Changes  in  Fund 
Balances — Current  Fund.  Instead,  they  are  recorded  directly  to  the  nonexpendable  funds  involved  as  set  forth  in  the  footnotes  to  the  financial 
statements. 

The  amounts  shown  for  1990  in  the  accompanying  Statement  of  Revenue,  Expenses  and  Changes  in  Fund  Balances — Current  Fund  and 
Statement  of  Changes  in  Financial  Position  are  included  only  to  provide  a basis  for  comparison  with  1991  amounts. 

Accounts  Receivable:  The  direct  charge-off  method  is  used  to  account  for  losses  in  collection  of  accounts  receivable.  An  allowance  for 
uncollectible  accounts  receivable  is  considered  unnecessary  by  the  Legion  because  all  significant  accounts  expected  to  be  uncollectible  have 
been  written  off. 

Inventories:  Inventories,  which  consist  of  Emblem  items  held  for  sale  and  magazine  paper  and  publication  rights,  are  valued  at  the  lower 

of  cost  or  market.  Supplies  which  are  not  intended  for  sale  are  expensed  when  purchased. 

Investments:  Investments  are  recorded  at  cost.  Premiums  or  discounts  on  investments  are  generally  recognized  at  the  time  of  disposal 

or  maturity. 

Investment  in  Subsidiary:  The  Legion  accounts  for  the  investment  in  common  stock  of  its  wholly  owned  subsidiary,  Haynes  and 
Pittenger  Direct,  Inc.  on  the  equity  method. 

Property  and  Equipment:  Furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment  are  carried  at  cost  and  are  depreciated  beginning  in  the  month  of 

acquisition  on  the  straight-line  method  based  on  the  estimated  useful  lives  of  the  assets  involved.  Leasehold  improvements  and  repairs  are 
expensed  when  incurred. 

Depreciation  on  the  Washington,  D.C.  building  is  computed  on  the  straight-line  method  using  a thirty-year  life. 

Depreciation  expense  amounted  to  $851,983  in  1991  and  $495,823  in  1990. 

Income:  Dues  are  recognized  as  income  in  the  applicable  membership  period  which  is  on  a calendar-year  basis. 

In  addition  to  other  methods  of  obtaining  new  members,  the  Legion  uses  direct  mail  and  other  direct  marketing  approaches.  The  income 
generated  from  the  direct  membership  solicitation  is  recognized  in  the  applicable  membership  period  (calendar  year)  and  the  expenses 
incurred  to  obtain  these  memberships  are  deferred  and  written  off  in  the  period  in  which  the  income  is  recognized. 

The  Legion  is  involved  in  various  revenue  enhancement  programs.  The  revenue  and  expenses  related  to  the  programs  are  recognized  in 
the  periods  to  which  they  apply. 

Income  from  The  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation  and  the  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust  are  recorded  when 
received.  These  receipts  are  for  projects  and  programs  conducted  in  the  year  of  receipt. 

Pension  Plan:  The  Legion  has  a defmed-benefit  pension  plan  covering  substantially  all  of  its  employees,  as  well  as  those  of  certain 
affiliated  and  subordinated  groups.  The  plan  was  established  in  1944  by  vote  of  the  Legions  National  Convention.  Contributions  to  the  plan  are 
made  by  the  Legion  and  other  participating  groups  on  the  basis  of  annual  actuarial  valuations. 

Federal  Income  Tax:  The  Legion  is  exempt  from  federal  income  tax  (except  on  unrelated  business  income)  under  Section  501  of  the 

Internal  Revenue  Code. 


Note  2 — Investment  In  Subsidiary: 

On  September  28,  1990  the  Legion  purchased  all  of  the  outstanding  shares  of  Haynes  and  Pittenger  Direct,  Inc.,  a corporation  engaged  in 
the  creation  and  management  of  direct  response  advertising  and  marketing  strategies.  The  Legion  has  chosen  to  account  for  this  investment 
on  the  equity  method  since  consolidation  would  not  necessarily  result  in  meaningful  information  and  since  the  reporting  differences  are 
immaterial.  Details  of  the  Legion’s  investment  in  subsidiary  are  as  follows: 

1991  1990 

Investment  in  subsidiary: 

Original  investment  $ 101,000  $ 101,000 

Loss  (9/28/90-12/31/90) ( 8,271)  ( 8,271) 

Income  (1/1/91-12/31/91) 15,242 

$ 107,971  $ 92,729 


Key  significant  balance  sheet  and  income  statement  information  of  Haynes  and  Pittenger  Direct,  Inc.  as  of  and  for  the  year  ended  December  3 1 , 
1991  are  as  follows: 


Balance  sheet  information: 

Accounts  receivable — The  American  Legion  $ 447,372 

Furniture  and  fixtures — net  192,738 

Other  assets  255,761 


Total  assets $ 895,871 
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Notes  payable — The  American  Legion  . . 

Other  liabilities  

Stockholder’s  (deficit) 

Total  liabilities  and  stockholder’s  deficit 


$ 400,000 

691,273 
( 195,402) 

$ 895,871 


Income  statement  information: 

Sales  (including  sales  to  The  American 
Legion  of  $2,716,927) 

Income  from  operations  

Net  income 


$ 

3,245,042 

$ 

147,572 

$ 

15,242 

Accounts  receivable  — other  includes  a $400,000  note  receivable,  dated  September,  1990,  bearing  interest  at  9%.  Beginning  August, 
1991,  Haynes  and  Pittenger  Direct,  Inc.  began  to  repay  the  note  in  120  equal  monthly  installments  of  $5,000. 

The  Legion  has  a sublease  agreement  with  Haynes  and  Pittenger  Direct,  Inc.  for  office  space.  The  lease  is  a ten  year  operating  lease  which 
expires  in  November,  2000. 

The  following  is  a schedule  of  future  minimum  rental  payments  required  under  this  lease. 

Years  ending 


December  31: 

1992  

1993  

1994  

1995  

1996  

Thereafter 


$130,000 

130,000 

130,000 

130,000 

130.000 

520.000 


The  Legion  is  an  unconditional  guarantor  of  a promissory  note  that  Haynes  and  Pittenger  Direct,  Inc.  carries  with  a bank.  The  note  balance 
at  December  31, 1991  was  $110,640. 


Note  3 — Investments  (Current  Fund): 


The  cost  and  market  value  of  Current  Fund  investments  are  as  follows: 


December  31 


Segregated  for  Designated  Funds: 
(IS.  Government  obligations  . . 
Accrued  interest — restricted  . . . 

Money  market  accounts 

Uninvested  cash 

Due  from  General  Fund  


Segregated  for  Washington,  D.C.  building: 

U.S.  Government  obligations  

Segregated  for  health  insurance: 

Money  market  accounts  

Certificates  of  deposit  


Restricted  for  pension: 

Money  market  accounts  . . . 
U.S.  Government  obligations 


Other: 

U.S.  Government  obligations 

Certificates  of  deposit 

Repurchase  Agreements  . . . 
Money  market  accounts  . . . 
Corporate  notes 


Investment  in  subsidiary 
Total  investments  . . 


1991 

Cost 

Market 

Value 

$6,294,250 

47,010 

213,399 

628 

3,750,000 

$6,709,347 

47,010 

213,399 

628 

3,750,00 

10,305,287 

10,720,384 

279,000 

298,511 

— 

— 

138,044 

429,548 

138,044 

442,065 

567,592 

580,109 

10,109,342 

100,000 

3.700.000 
500,000 

1.264.000 

10,177,963 

100,000 

3.700.000 
500,000 

1.225.000 

15,673,342 

15,702,963 

107,971 

107,971 

$26,933,192 

$27,409,938 

1990 


Cost 

Market 

Value 

$5,443,578 

110,386 

4,152,000 

591 

$5,552,986 

110,386 

4,152,000 

591 

9,706,555 

9,815,963 

166,000 

169,536 

342,310 

600,000 

342,310 

600,000 

942,310 

942,310 

268,952 

268,952 

268,952 

268,952 

12,025,083 

200,000 

1,800,000 

1,172,462 

11,958,988 

200,000 

1,800,000 

1,172,462 

15,197,545 

15,131,450 

92,729 

92,729 

$26,374,091 

$26,420,940 

During  1991  the  Legion  transferred  $1,318,371  of  investments  into  a health  insurance  plan  established  for  its  employees. 
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Note  4 — Capital  and  Operating  Leases: 

The  Legion  has  entered  into  a lease  agreement  (which  is  accounted  for  as  a capital  lease)  for  the  rental  of  a copier.  The  Leqion  has  an 
option  to  purchase  the  equipment  at  the  end  of  the  original  lease  term  at  its  fair  market  value.  The  Legion  is  liable  for  property  taxes,  insurance 
and  repairs  and  maintenance  in  connection  with  the  leased  copier.  Cost  and  accumulated  amortization  of  the  capitalized  lease  was  $128  395 
and  5 128,395  at  December  31,  1991  and  $128,395  and  $106,997  at  December  31,  1990.  Future  minimum  payments  on  the  copier  lease 
together  with  the  present  value  of  the  payments,  are  as  follows: 


Years  ending 
December  31: 

1992  $ 2,618 

Less:  Amount  representing  interest  (approximately  13%).  29 

Present  value  of  future  minimum  payments $2,589 


The  Legion  also  rents  other  computer  equipment,  copiers,  and  cash  registers  under  operating  leases.  Total  rental  expense  on  these 
operating  leases  was  approximately  $153,441  in  1991  and  $86,000  in  1990. 

In  addition,  the  Legion  has  a lease  with  the  State  of  Indiana  for  rental  of  the  National  Headquarters  building  in  Indianapolis  through 
November,  1993.  According  to  the  terms  of  the  lease,  in  lieu  of  rental  payments  the  Legion  is  required  to  maintain  the  interior  of  the  buildinq,  as 
well  as  provide  adequate  insurance  on  the  building.  The  cost  of  maintenance  approximated  $347,000  in  1991  and  $365,000  in  1990. 
Insurance  coverage  is  included  in  the  Legion’s  general  insurance  policy.  The  Legion  has  the  option  of  renewinq  the  lease  on  the  same  terms 
through  November,  1997. 


Note  5 — Restricted  and  Designated  Funds: 

Receipts  which  are  restricted  by  the  donor  are  credited  to  the  appropriate  restricted  fund,  against  which  all  expenditures  for  the  related 
project  or  program  are  charged.  Periodically,  the  Legion  may  add  to  restricted  funds  through  allocations  from  unappropriated  funds  for 
specific  future  purposes  and  projects.  K 

The  Restricted  Fund  a designated  fund,  is  restricted  as  to  use  by  action  of  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  National  Executive 
Committee.  Earnings  of  the  Fund,  as  well  as  principal,  can  be  expended  only  on  the  recommendation  of  the  National  Finance  Committee  and 
^°'™s  affirmative  vote  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  at  two  successive  meetings.  It  is  the  policy  of  The  American  Leqion  to  transfer 
10%  of  the  prior  years  defined  net  income  to  the  Restricted  Fund.  There  was  a transfer  of  $23,296  made  to  the  Restricted  Fund  durinq  1991 
There  was  no  transfer  to  the  Restricted  Fund  for  1990  due  to  a net  loss.  The  Restricted  Fund  transferred  $175,980  to  unappropriated  funds 
during  1991  for  the  Washington,  D.C.  buildinq  renovation  project. 

During  1991,  the  Restricted  Fund  loaned  $4,100,000  to  the  General  Fund  for  the  financing  of  the  new  membership  computer  system  The 

loan  bears  interest  at  9_5%  and  is  payable  in  monthly  installments  of  principal  and  interest.  Total  interest  paid  to  the  Restricted  Fund  durinq  1991 
San  8'986’  T°ta  prmC'pa  PaVments  made  durin9  1 99 1 were  $350,000.  The  following  is  a schedule  of  principal  payments  required 


Years  ending 
December  31: 

1992  

1993  

1994  

1995  


$ 775,000 

900.000 

925.000 
1,150,000 


The  Reserve  Fund,  a designated  fund,  also  is  restricted  as  to  use  by  action  of  the  National  Finance  Commission  and  National  Executive 
Committee.  Earnings  of  the  Fund  may  be  used  for  the  general  operations  of  the  Legion,  but  the  principal  can  be  expended  only- 
fa)  by  action  of  the  Legion  at  its  national  convention,  or 

(b)  By  two-thirds  affirmative  vote  of  the  National  Executive  Committee  in  two  successive  meetings  not  less  than  sixty  days  apart. 


Note  6 — Appropriated  Funds  and  Interfund  Transfers: 

There  were  no  interfund  transfers  during  1991  between  unappropriated  and  appropriated  funds.  The  balances  of  appropriated  funds  at 
December  31,  1991  and  1990  were  as  follows: 


Computer  Reserve $ 500,000 

Real  Estate  Reserve  84T977 

Convention  Reserve 1 00^000 

Employee  Insurance  Premium  Stabilization  Reserve 100|000 

Totals $1,541,977 


Note  7 — Nonexpendable  Funds: 


The  earnings  of  the  Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund  are  being  used  to  honor,  preserve  and  decorate  the  graves  of  those  who  served  in 
the  United  States  armed  forces  who  are  buried  overseas.  The  Fund  is  to  continue  at  the  will  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  Legion  or  the 
National  Executive  Committee.  The  Funds  trust  agreement  may  be  amended,  changed  or  succeeded  at  the  will  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee,  provided  that  the  purpose  for  which  the  Fund  was  created  is  retained. 

In  October,  1974,  the  National  Executive  Committee  approved  the  establishment  of  a life  membership  plan  available  to  any  member  of  a 
participating  department.  In  accordance  with  the  plan,  the  assets  of  the  Paid-Cp-For-Life  Membership  Fund  are  segregated  in  a trust  account 
from  which  funds  equal  to  the  annual  dues  of  life  members  are  withdrawn  for  current  operations  each  year.  The  trust  agreement  provides  that 
the  Legion  has  the  right  to  withdraw  part  or  all  of  the  assets  of  the  trust  account  and  to  modify  or  terminate  the  trust  agreement  at  its  discretion. 
Changes  in  Nonexpendable  Funds  during  the  year  ended  December  31,  1991  are  as  follows: 

Overseas  Graves  Paid-Up-For-Life 

Decoration  Fund  Membership  Fund 

Revenue: 

Paid-Gp-For-Life  membership  dues  collected  $4,022,701 

Investment  income $ 65,526  871,770 

65,526  4,894,471 
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Expenses: 

$ 1,060,474 

$ 19,616 

181,071 

34,436 

19,616 

1,275,981 

45,910 

3,618,490 

tixcess  or  revenue  ovei  expense:*  

834,227 

10,214,847 

runa  Daiances,  Jaiiuai y 1,  

$880,137 

$13,833,337 

The  cost  and  market  value  of  investments  in  the  Nonexpendable  Funds  are  as  follows: 

December  31 

1991 

1990 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Fund: 
(IS.  Government  obligations 

Paid-tlp-For-Life  Membership  Fund: 

G.S.  Government  obligations 

Money  market  accounts 

Common  stocks 

Nongovernment  obligations 


Total  investments 


Cost 

Market 

Value 

$ 837,298 

$ 880,404 

8,081,539 

2,305,763 

2,729,120 

594,844 

8,553,724 

2,305,763 

4,144,526 

591,501 

13,711,266 

15,595,514 

$14,548,564 

$16,475,918 

Cost 

Market 

Value 

$ 785,675 

$ 798,455 

6,400,646 

1,687,903 

1,963,459 

6,517,890 

1,687,903 

2,598,528 

10,052,008 

10,804,321 

$10,837,683 

$11,602,776 

Note  8 — American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation: 

The  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation  (the  Endowment  Fund)  was  incorporated  in  1925  as  a not-for-profit  corporation 
with  perpetual  existence  to  act  as  trustee  for  the  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund,  which  was  created  to  provide  permanent  funding  tor 
rehabilitation  of  American  veterans  and  assistance  to  orphans  of  veterans.  In  August,  1946,  the  Legion  transferred  secunt.es  having  a marke 
value  of  $2  001  000  to  the  Endowment  Fund.  The  assets  transferred  have  been  held  segregated  by  the  Endowment  Fund  and  the  principal 
related  to  the  1946  transfer,  which  had  a market  value  of  $2,152,970  at  December  31,  1991,  may  be  withdrawn  by  the  Legion,  if  needed,  for 

rehabilitation  of  veterans  or  assistance  to  orphans  of  veterans.  , . . ......  Q iriririrt  itc 

Income  earned  on  the  investments  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  net  of  administrative  expenses  is  payable  to  the  Legion 7S“?P° JQ‘ff 
programs  for  the  above-mentioned  purposes.  Income  from  the  Endowment  Fund  amounted  to  $595,268  in  1991  and  $549,378  in  1990. 


Note  9 — Life  Insurance  Trust: 

In  connection  with  The  American  Legion’s  Life  Insurance  Plan,  the  Legion  has  created  a Trust  to  which  the  First  National  Bank  of  Kansas 
City  Missouri  as  Trustee,  holds  legal  title.  The  accumulated  earnings  of  the  Trust  funds  and  any  experience  rating  refunds  and  dividends 
received  from  the  insurers,  which  aggregate  to  $6,037,609  as  of  December  31 , 1991 , are  available  for  any  of  the  following  purposes,  if  approved 


by  the  Legion: 

(a)  To  increase  the  Trust  fund. 

(b)  To  reduce  or  pay  in  full  the  life  insurance  premiums  thereafter  due  from  participants. 

(c)  To  provide  additional  life  insurance  benefits  for  the  participants. 

(d)  To  make  refunds  to  the  participants. 

(e)  To  make  distributions  to  the  Legion  in  support  of  its  activities  and  programs  serving  the  interest  of  the  Legion  and  its  members, 
provided  that  such  distributions  are  not  disapproved  in  writing  by  a majority  of  the  participants. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  item  (e)  above,  the  Legion's  National  Executive  Committee  has  aPP[°ved  partial  funding  of  the 
oratorical  contest,  Boys  Nation,  American  Legion  Baseball,  and  other  programs  of  the  Legion.  At  December  31,  1991,  l,099,5bz  in  r 
Funds  had  been  approved  for  use  in  designated  programs  during  1992. 


Note  10 — Pension  Plan: 

The  funded  status  of  the  pension  plan  at  the  end  of  the  year  was: 


Actuarial  present  value  of  plan  benefits: 

Vested 

Nonvested 

Accumulated  benefit  obligation 

Projected  benefit  obligation 

Plans  assets  at  fair  value,  primarily  listed  stocks, 
bonds,  and  G.S.  securities 


December  31 


1991 

$(12,855,054) 
( 393,108) 

$(13,248,162) 

$(14,486,698) 

26,320,423 


1990 

$(11,811,232) 
( 339,830) 

$(12,151,062) 

$(13,247,680) 

23,155,022 
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Excess  of  plan  assets  over  projected  benefit  obligation $ ] 1 ,833,725 

Unrecognized  net  gain ( 6^81 0^22 1 ) 

Prior  service  cost  not  yet  recognized  in 

net  periodic  pension  cost 856  633 

Unrecognized  net  asset  at  end  of  year ( 2,845|661 ) 


Prepaid  pension  expense $ 3,044,476 


Net  pension  expense  (credit)  included  the  following  components: 

1991 


Service  cost — benefits  earned  during  the  year $ 450  793 

Interest  cost  on  projected  benefit  obligation ] ,022  412 

Actual  return  on  assets ( 4307  828) 

Net  amortization  and  deferral 1 826  561 


Net  pension  expense  (credit) $(  808,062) 


The  discount  rate  and  rate  of  increase  in  future  compensation  levels  used  in  determining  the  actuarial  present  value 
benefit  obligation  were  7.25  and  3% , respectively,  for  1991  and  8 and  3% , respectively,  for  1990.  The  assumed  rate  of  return  01 
7%  and  8%  for  1991  and  1990. 


Note  1 1 — Litigation: 

The  Legion  is  currently  involved  in  and/or  has  been  mentioned  as  a defendant  or  co-defendant  in  several  legal  actions, 
the  National  Judge  Advocate  that  these  claims  are  without  merit  and  any  ultimate  liability  of  the  Legion  with  respect  to  the 
materially  affect  the  financial  position  of  the  Legion. 
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$ 9,907,342 

( 5,476,225) 

942,821 
( 3,137,524) 

$ 2,236,414 


1990 

$ 530,354 

1,031,374) 
( 3,420,543) 
1,608,823 

$(  249,992) 


of  the  projected 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Reconciliation  of  Audited  Financial 
Statements  to  Internal  Financial  Statements 
Year  Ended  December  31,  1991 

Total  Current 
Fund 


Excess  of  Revenue  Over  Expenses  — 

Internal  Financial  Statements $ 65,015 


Excess  of  Revenue  Over  Expenses  (Unappropriated)  — 

Audited  Financial  Statements  — exhibit  B,  sheet  1 (page  ) $ 65,015 

Add: 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenses  for  certain 
designated  and  restricted  funds  not  included 
in  internal  financials  — principally  The 

Restricted  Fund  — exhibit  B,  sheet  2 (page  ) 1 ,043,048 

Excess  of  Revenue  Over  Expenses  — Audited  Financial 

Statements  — exhibit  B,  sheet  1 (page  ) $1,108,063 


American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation 

Murrell  N.  Woolman  (NJ)  President 


Foreseeing  the  necessity  of  a recurring  income  source  for 
funding  its  war  veterans  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare  pro- 
grams, The  American  Legion  conducted  a national  cam- 
paign in  1925  which  raised  approximately  $5  million  for  this 
purpose.  The  funds  contributed  were  entrusted  to  the 
custody  of  the  American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corpora- 
tion. 

The  Corporation  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Delaware  in  1925  and  a trust  agreement  between 
The  American  Legion  and  the  Corporation  was  signed  in 


accordance  with  which  the  funds  are  administered  by  the 
Corporation  with  the  annual  net  investment  income  being 
paid  to  The  American  Legion  for  use  in  the  two  programs 
involved. 

The  operations  and  financial  condition  of  the  American 
Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation  for  each  of  the  last 
five  years  are  summarized  below  (taken  from  the  annual 
audit  reports  prepared  by  Geo.  S.  Olive  & Co.,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana). 


December  31, 
1991 

December  31, 
1990 

December  31, 
1989 

December  31, 
1988 

December  31, 
1987 

Total  assets 

$7,714,042 

$7,494,544 

$7,513,872 

$7,457,123 

$7,437,287 

Investments  at  cost 

$7,590,564 

$7,374,020 

$7,400,529 

$7,377,303 

$7,372,598 

Interest  income  

Expenses  

$ 710,453 

33,103 

$ 627,284 
53,173 

$ 673,095 
27,180 

$ 594,968 
23,147 

$ 585,017 
29,278 

Excess  income  over 
expense  

$ 677,350 

$ 574,111 

$ 645,915 

$ 571,821 

$ 555,739 

Funds  transferred  to 
The  American  Legion 

$ 530,707 

$ 600,498 

$ 598,541 

$ 583,324 

$ 577,471 

Average  yield  on  book 
value  of  investments 

7.58% 

8.43% 

8.58% 

8.65% 

8.29% 
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74rd  National  Convention 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


FREE  CONVENTION  PRINT* 

CONVENTION  PHOTOS  DISPLAYED  at  the  Sheraton  Chicago 
Hotel  & Towers  Third  Floor  Lobby 

Monday,  Aug.  24  — 8:00  a.m.  - 12  Noon 
Tuesday,  Aug.  25  — 8:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 

Wednesday,  Aug.  26  — 8:00  a.m.  - 5:00  p.m. 

Thursday,  Aug.  27  — 8:00  a.m.  - 2:00  p.m. 

*Buy  any  3 Convention  prints  at  the  Photo  Exhibit  and  get  a 4th 
3"  x 5"  print  FREE.  Present  coupon  with  order. 

CARL  MURRAY,  Inc.  Official  Convention  Photographer 
(Member:  The  American  Legion  Post  No.  6,  Everett,  WA) 
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COMMEMORATIVE  DECANTER 

The  1992  commemorative  decanter  depicts  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
may  be  ordered  by  mail. 

Please  ship commemorative  decanter(s)  at  $25.95  each  plus  $4 

handling  and  UPS  shipping  charge  for  1 decanter,  $5  for  2,  $7.50  for 

3 or  $10  for  4 or  more.  Amount  enclosed . Cannot  ship 

to  Post  Office  box.  Mail  order  with  payment  to:  National  Emblem 
Sales,  Dept.  DEC,  P.  O.  Box  1050,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206-1050. 

Name 

Street 

City State Zip  + 4 


NINTH  ANNUAL 
NATIONAL  EMBLEM  SALES 
GIFT  CERTIFICATE  GIVEAWAY 


20  WINNERS!! 


20  GIFTS!! 

20-$20  GIFT  CERTIFICATES 


Only  Three  Rules  to  enter: 

1.  Open  to  members  of  The  American  Legion,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

and  Sons  of  The  American  Legion  only. 

2.  Please  fill  out  the  form  below— COMPLETELY. 

3.  Please  drop  the  completed  form  in  the  box  provided  at  the  Emblem  Sales 

Booth. 

DEADLINE  FOR  ENTRIES:  AUGUST  27, 1992  -10:00AM 

Gift  Certificates  will  be  sent  to  winners  after  October  19, 1992 


NAME 

MEMBERSHIP 
CARD  NUMBER 


STREET  ADDRESS 


Emblem  Sales  Located 
at 


SHERATON  HOTEL 
& 

TOWERS 


CITY 


STATE ZIP  + 4 


Ballroom  Lobby 

Open  Daily 
August  21—  27 
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The  American  Legion  Discount  Coupons 

These  coupons  must  be  exchanged  for  tickets  at  the  American  Sightseeing  tour  desk 
located  in  the  main  lobby  of  the  Sheraton  Chicago  Hotel. 


74th  National  Convention 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


NORTH  SIDE  — You’ll  go  through  Chicago’s  main  business 
section.  Tour  the  famous  “Loop”  and  State  street,  see  the  Pablo 
Picasso  sculpture  created  specifically  for  Chicago.  You’ll  ride  on 
Wacker  Drive,  the  double-decked  thoroughfare  that  winds  its 
way  under  the  city.  You’ll  go  over  the  Chicago  River  made  to  flow 
backwards  by  one  of  the  world’s  greatest  engineering  feats.  You’ll 
see  the  white  Wrigley  building  at  the  beginning  of  Magnificent 
Mile,  Michigan  Avenue,  where  Chicago’s  most  exclusive  stores 
offer  their  wares.  Also  on  the  tour  is  the  Lincoln  Park,  Wrigley 
Field,  Botanical  Gardens  and  many  other  interesting  points. 

Scheduled  tours:  9:30  a.m.  & 1:30  p.m.  daily.  Approx.  2 hrs. 
Regular  price  $15.00  With  coupon  $13.00 
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GRAND  TOUR  AND  SEARS  TOWER  — The  Grand  Tour  plus 
Chicago  Experience  and  Skydeck  visit.  At  the  Visitors  Center  of 
the  Sears  Tower  you’ll  see:  A photo  gallery  of  Chicago  attrac- 
tions. An  entertaining,  fast-paced  multi-image  show.  Architec- 
tural exhibits  and  9-foot  “working"  model  of  the  Sears  Tower. 
Then  you’ll  take  a non-stop  ride  to  the  Skydeck  observatory  — 
1,353  feet  above  street  level  and  higher  than  any  other  rooftop  in 
the  world.  There  you’ll  see  a panoramic  view  of  Chicago,  its 
famous  skyline  of  skyscrapers,  the  magnificent  shoreline  of 
Lake  Michigan  and  a horizon  that  takes  in  four  states. 

Scheduled  tours:  9:30  a.m.  & 1:30  p.m.  daily.  Approx.  5'/2  hrs. 

Lunch  not  included.  Snack  available  at  stop  on  own. 

Regular  price  $27.00  With  coupon  $25.00 
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SOGTH  SIDE  — This  tour  is  full  of  interest,  history  and  beauty. 
You’ll  travel  through  Grant  Park,  the  front  lawn  of  Chicago  and 
the  side  of  Soldiers  Field  and  Adler  Planetarium  with  its  sky 
dome,  and  the  Joseph  Petrillo  outdoor  band  shell.  Also  on  the 
tour  is  the  Art  Institute  of  Chicago,  Orchestra  Hall  home  of  the 
Chicago  Symphony  Orchestra  and  the  world’s  largest  aquarium, 
The  Shedd  Aquarium,  and  the  Field  Museum  of  Natural  History. 
You’ll  pass  by  the  Amoco  Oil  Building,  80-stories  tall  completely 
faced  in  white  granite.  In  Jackson  Park  you’ll  see  where  the 
Columbian  Exposition  of  1893  was  held  to  celebrate  the  found- 
ing of  America  400  years  earlier. 

Scheduled  tours:  11:30  a.m.  & 3:30  p.m.  daily.  Approx.  2 hrs. 
Regular  price  $15.00  With  coupon  $13.00 
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CHICAGO  AFTER  DARK,  Old  Town  and  Chinatown  — If  you 
haven’t  seen  Chicago  after  dark,  you  really  haven’t  seen  Chi- 
cago. Every  section  of  Chicago  changes  as  the  sun  goes  down;  a 
new  kind  of  excitment  begins  as  Chicagoans  come  out  to  enjoy 
themselves.  You’ll  share  in  this  as  you  visit  Old  Town,  Chicago’s 
gaslight  district  full  of  fascinating  nightspots,  shops  and  enter- 
tainment. Rush  Street  with  its  night  clubs  and  stars  and  the 
carefree  atmosphere.  You’ll  see  mysterious  Chinatown  and  look 
up  at  the  world’s  tallest  building,  the  Sears  Tower. 

Scheduled  tours:  7:30  p.m.  Thursdays  & Saturdays. 

Approx.  3 hrs. 

Regular  price  $15.00  With  coupon  $13.00 
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GRAND  TOGR  — You’ll  travel  through  both  the  North  and  South 
side  areas.  All  points  of  interest  covered  in  the  North  and  South 
side  tours  are  included.  Visit  some  of  the  most  beautiful  parks, 
Lincoln  Park,  Washington  Park,  Grant  Park  — and  tour  virtually 
the  entire  length  of  the  scenic  Outer  Drive.  A stop  will  be  made  at 
the  fascinating  Lincoln  Park  Conservatory. 

Scheduled  tours:  9:30  a.m.,  11:30  a.m.  & 1:30  p.m.  daily. 
Approx.  4 hrs. 

Regular  price  $23.00  With  coupon  $21.00 
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LV\ND  and  LAKE  — You’ll  see  Chicago  from  the  water  as  you 
cruise  along  the  skyline  in  a beautiful  streamliner  yacht.  A com- 
prehensive tour,  Land  and  Lakes  gives  you  most  of  the  sights 
described  in  “South  Side"  tour,  the  business  district,  the  Loop, 
the  exclusive  shopping  areas  and  neighborhoods.  It  also 
includes  a shoreline  cruise  along  the  lakefront  and  allows  you  to 
view  the  Chicago  River,  bridges  and  the  famous  Chicago  locks. 
View  Navy  Pier,  the  Coast  Guard  Station  and  other  points  of 
interest  along  the  shores  of  the  longest  lake  in  the  world,  Lake 

Michigan. 

# 

Scheduled  tours:  11:30  a.m.  & 3:30  p.m.  daily.  Approx.  3 hrs. 
Regular  price  $23.00  With  coupon  $21.00 
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CITY  LAKE  FRONT  TOGR  — Just  the  right  tour  for  you  if  you 
only  have  a small  amount  of  time.  You  will  see  the  sights  along 
the  waterfront  at  Buckingham  Fountain,  Shedd  Aquarium,  Field 
Museum  and  other  lake  front  sights.  Tour  leaves  the  Sheraton 
Chicago  Hotel  & Towers  at  9 - 10  & 1 1 a.m.,  1 - 2 & 3 p.m.  for  an 
hour  long  tour. 

Scheduled  tour:  daily  Special  for  Legion  & Auxiliary  convention 

With  coupon  $7.00 
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CHINATOWN  DINNER  — Tour  Chicago  after  dark  and  have  a 
unique  dinner  in  a famous  Chinese  restaurant.  You'll  see  all  the 
sights  included  in  “Chicago  After  Dark”  tour  as  well  as  enjoy  the 
delicious  Chinese  cuisine  only  Chinatown  has  to  offer.  Minimum 
of  10  passengers  for  operation.  Advance  reservations  required. 

Scheduled  tours:  6:30  p.m.  Thursday  & Saturday.  Approx.  4 hrs. 
Regular  price  $31.00  With  coupon  $29.00 


See  reverse  side  of  this  page  for 
Emblem  Sales  coupon  and  Free 
Convention  Photo  coupon  plus 
money  saving  coupons  for 
Chicago  Sightseeing  Tours. 
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Few  things  ever  affected  your  life  so  completely.  A half-century  has  passed  but,  sometimes,  it  seems  like 
yesterday.  A time  when  battles  were  won  and  buddies  were  lost.  We  remember.  We  were  there,  too.  And  now, 
to  commemorate  those  who  served.  Northwest  is  going  back  to  major  battle  sites  in  the  Pacific  and  European 
theaters  of  operation.  We  would  like  you  to  join  us.  Call  your  NORTHWEST  AIRLINES 
travel  agent  or  SatoTravel:  1-800-736-9899  for  information.  Some  Peoplejust  Know  How  To  Ftyr 
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The  Pennsylvania 
American  Legion  is  proud  to 
host  the  75th  National 
Convention  in  Pittsburgh, 
the  City  of  Champions, 
September  3-9, 1993. 

Discover  the  good  times 


In  our  compact,  cosmopolitan  city,  you  will  find  theatres  offering  top 
name  entertainment,  unusual  shopping  areas,  restaurants  to  suit  every 
taste  and  first-class  accommodations.  In  minutes,  our  new  subway  can 
hustle  you  across  the  river  to  Station  Square  for  riverfront  shopping  and 
entertainment.  For  a truly  spectacular  view  of  the  city  acclaimed  as 
“number  one,”  ride  the  incline  800  feet  to  the  top  of  Mt.  Washington  and 
watch  the  skyline  unfold  before  your  eyes. 

Take  advantage  of  the  cultural  Pittsburgh  featuring  museums 
displaying  unique  exhibits  and  world-class  performing  art  groups.  Our 
recreational  opportunities  are  unsurpassed.  Parks  situated  throughout 
Allegheny  County  offer  activities  ranging  from  free  musical  performances 
to  boating  and  fishing  or  relaxing  North  Park  Lake. 


awaiting  you  in  “America’s 
Most  Livable  City.” 


Whether  you  enjoy  major  league  sports,  fairs  and  festivals  or  a 
casual  riverboat  cruise,  Pittsburgh  offers  you  an  unforgettable  and 
unparalleled  travel  experience. 


